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Pursuant to section 304(e) of the National Marine Sanctuaries Act (NMSA; 16 U.S.C. § 1434(¢e)).
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries (ONMS), Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary (CBNMS) staff conducted an
evaluation of the substantive progress made toward implementing the CBNMS F inal Management
Plan published in December 2014. As part of this evaluation, the sanctuary staff considered the
effectiveness of site-specific management techniques and strategies, and also considered the
ongoing prioritization of management goals. Based on this review, ONMS has determined that no
urgent or immediate revisions to the management plan or the regulations are needed at this time.
This evaluation demonstrates the overall sustained relevance of the goals, objectives, and priorities

of the existing management plan.

Highlights
e After approximately four years, CBNMS staff has completed four percent of its management

plan activities and successfully implemented 54 percent of programs, resulting in almost 60
percent of the management plan activities being either completed or ongoing.

e The multi-year effort to expand the sanctuary begun in 2012 to nearly double its former size was
successfully completed.

e FExhibits were installed at a new Point Reyes National Seashore Lighthouse Visitor Center.

e ONMS staff and partners worked to implement a voluntary Vessel Speed Reduction project to
reduce lethal ships strikes of whales.

e All high priority habitats in CBNMS were mapped.

e ONMS continued conducting the Applied California Current Ecosystem Studies (ACCESS) in
conjunction with multiple collaborators, adding to the body of scientific knowledge about the
sanctuary. This offshore work has been conducted for fifteen years.




Background

The 2014 CBNMS management plan,' published in December 2014, was the product of a multi-
year process with extensive public involvement. NOAA’s expansion of the sanctuary became
effective on June 9, 2015,2 at which point NOAA began implementing the portions of this plan
specific to the newly-expanded area.

The 2014 management plan is comprised of action plans and was developed with an approximately
five year planning horizon. Section 304(e) of the NMSA requires NOAA to review sanctuary
management plans at intervals not exceeding five years (16 U.S.C. § 1434(¢e)). Specifically, NOAA
must (1) evaluate the substantive progress toward implementing the management plan and goals for
the sanctuary; (2) include a prioritization of management objectives; and (3) revise the management
plan and regulations as necessary to fulfill the purposes and policies of the NMSA.

Result of Evaluation
In November and December 2018, the NOAA reviewed the substantive progress made in
implementing the nine action plans identified in the 2014 CBNMS management plan.

The current management plan is organized into nine action plans, which are of two types. The first
five are site-specific action plans that pertain only to CBNMS management. The remaining four are
cross-cutting action plans intended to address management of certain priority issues in a cross-
cutting manner for the ONMS West Coast Region and the three national marine sanctuaries located
adjacent to one another within the region: GFNMS, CBNMS, and MBNMS. The CBNMS
management plan prioritizes the implementation of specific strategies and actions and
acknowledges that greater funding is required for full implementation (see Table I, pages 22-25 of
CBNMS Management Plan).

Staff listed the total number of activities in each action plan; then, for each action plan strategy,
summarized the total numbers of activities completed, not progressed, in process, and ongoing. For
each action plan, staff also included a short narrative highlighting key accomplishments and factors
contributing to the progress made on the strategies. In its review of the cross-cutting action plans,
staff counted all the strategies but only evaluated progress made to implement the strategies from
the perspective of CBNMS.

The summary assessment spreadsheet accompanies this memo, in Appendix A, and summary
assessments of the action plans are in Appendix B. Activities that are described as “ongoing™ are
successfully implemented over the long term. Activities that are partially completed are described
as “'in process.”

The management plan is organized into nine action plans, described below:

1. Education and Outreach Action Plan
Of the 53 activities in this action plan, 15 have not progressed, six are in process, 30 are ongoing,
and two are completed. Notable achievements include hosting a Teacher At Sea annually with the
ACCESS program; installing exhibits at the new Point Reyes National Seashore Lighthouse Visitor
Center and at the Gualala Point Regional Park Visitor Center; continuing a podcast that was
highlighted by Oceana as one of 12 top ocean podcasts; updating content of the CBNMS website to

! hitps://cordellbank.noaa.gov/management/ lan.html
2 80 FR 34047 (June 15, 2015).
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4. Conservation Science Action Plan
Of the 46 activities in this action plan, 17 have not progressed, six are in process, and 23 are
ongoing. Notable achievements include mapping all high priority habitats of the sanctuary;
continuing ACCESS to maintain a [S-year data gathering effort; conducting multiple remotely
operated vehicle benthic habitat surveys, including in partnership with Ocean Exploration Trust and
other collaborators; utilizing the E/V Nautilus to explore the seafloor and collect samples in areas
that were added to the sanctuary in 2015 but had never been visited; and starting to monitor oxygen
levels (to determine hypoxic conditions) at two locations, as part of assessing changing ocean
conditions. Six activities that were not started focused on potential additional research activities, to
take place if time and resources allowed. Without any additional staffing and funding during the
assessment period, these additional topics were not explored. Six other activities that were not
started focused on population genetics, oceanography, and infaunal communities, which have not
been the main focus of the CBNMS research enterprise since 2014, absent partners who could
contribute to this body of research. The remainder were about coordinating or conducting literature
search activities, which did not happen due to staff limitations. . '

5. Administration Action Plan
Of the 18 activities in this action plan, one was compieted, six have not progressed, two are in
process, and nine are ongoing. A notable achievement includes increasing the staff*s ability to
access the marine watets of the sanctuary by contracting vessel time (e.g., 2018 cruises conducted
using the NOAA Ship Bell M. Shimada). Several of the activities that were not addressed focused
on expanding facilities and staffing, which was not possible due to the fack of funding since 2014,
though CBNMS has been able to partner California State University system to host two interns at
CBNMS. Two activities ot addressed focused on annual performance measure and management
plan implementation tracking, although this 2018 review constitutes overall implementation
tracking, done at the four-year mark following plan publication. Lastly, one activity focused on
creating Advisery Council working groups; however, the CBNMS staff does not create working
groups; that is the purview of the Advisory Council itself; which has not created any such groups
during the assessment period.

6. Administration and Operations Cross-Cutting Action Plan
Of the 20 activities in this action plan, five have not progressed, one is in process, and 14 are
ongoing. The CBNMS staff continued to build upon collaborative efforts that began prior to the
plan’s publication, including maintaining regular communications among superintendents, jointly
planning for offshore conservation science activities, and sharing responsibilities for preparing
permiits that affect more than one site in the region. Puring this period, CBNMS developed a site-
specific Incident Response Plan. One of the six activities not started involved interview paneis for
new staff members; however, CBNMS staff members were not assigned to this task during the
period reviewed, and no new CBNMS staft members were hired during the review period. Two of
the activities not started were specific to GFNMS and MBNMS, and so were not applicabie to
CBNMS. CBNMS was not intended to be the lead in implementing the West Coast Region
Emergency Response plan; rather, the plan noted GFNMS staft would lead efforts to coordinate and
implement site-specific activities, and oversight of the task would be done by the region. Lastly,
CBNMS did not contribute to, nor have oversight over, an activity to make the Sanctuary
Hazardous Incident Emergency Logistics Database System (SHIELDS) functional and operative for
the three sanctuaries.
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activities have not progressed since 2014. This lack of completion does not indicate that the goals
and objectives of the management plan have lost relevance. Rather, a large number of the activities
are designed to be ongoing (e.g.. monitoring programs, collaborative management, education
programs, etc.), so while they were successfully implemented, they cannot be considered
“completed.” The total results for the activities in the five CBNMS site-specific action plans show
that we have completed five percent of the activities in those plans and successfully implemented 69
percent of them, resulting in 74 percent of the CBNMS site-specific action plan activities being
either completed or ongoing.

While some aspects of the human and environmental setting have changed since 2014, most
strategies are broad enough to address existing and predicted conditions, and can be continued as
prioritized in the 2014 management plan. All the action plans are still highly relevant and we will
continue to pursue strategies to address them. Our evaluation showed that the action plans of the
2014 management plan accurately reflect the current management priorities and resource protection
issues for CBNMS and are adequate to continue guiding CBNMS operations and programs for the
next five years. There continues to be a need for ongoing implementation of strategies, program
development, and completion of in-process activities. While some activities have shifted focus in
the last four years (e.g., monitoring for hypoxia events linked to changing ocean conditions), no
new or different strategies, themes, or programs have been identified during this evaluation.

Overall, while revision would be appropriate to remove the 3.7 percent of completed activities and
the few activities that are no longer relevant from the action plans, there is no urgent or immediate
need for overall revision of the management plan. The action plans strategies and priorities continue
to be relevant for guiding operations and programs. Potential revisions can be considered during
the next periodic evaluation that will follow completion of a new condition report. We are
scheduled to begin drafting the new version of the CBNMS condition report in 2020, with the next
periodic management plan evaluation scheduled to follow, beginning in 2022. Any revisions can
wait until future priorities are identified following condition report completion.

Conclusion

The completion of this evaluation of the 2014 CBNMS management plan satisfies the requirements
of NMSA section 304(e). Based upon this review, no urgent or immediate revisions to the
management plan or to the regulations are needed at this time. NOAA will use this evaluation, an
updated condition report, and other relevant program reports as the management and scientific
information bases to undertake the next periodic management plan review. The CBNMS Advisory
Council will receive a briefing of the highlights of the 2018 management plan review final results at
its April 2019 meeting.

Approved as written v Approved with modifications (see below)

Denied Request for additional information
> w
(A Sl3|2019

John Armor il ]

Dirf:ctor._ Office of National Marine Sanctuaries Date

Attachments



Appendix A: Summary table of all action plans

Activities
PR Total Mo Partially - e
s Number of pmg relgs = complete (In | Ongoing E;)n
Activities il g process) (done)
action)

Educationand Outreach 53 15 8 30 2
Resource Protection 47 9 10 23 5
Parinerships with Community Groups 17 0 0 16 1
Conservation Science 46 17 B 23 0
Administration 18 6 2 g = 1
Administration and Operations XC 20 5 1 14 0
Community Outreach XC 10 4 0 6 0
Ecosystem Monitoring XC 12 4 0 8 0
Maritime Heritage XC _20 18 Bipoe il ol s
TOTAL 243 78 25 130 10




Appendix B Susmmary of Each Action Plan
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i 2014 Priority
No Action | In Process Ongoing Done Level
waters. 3 H
Actvty 1.1-A Work with the Sanctuary Advisory Council to establish appropriate representation from the fishing commundy, other
stakeholders, interest groups, NGOs and agencies to si on resource profection working groups as needed and advise the Sanctuary 1
Adwvisory Council on how 1o address specific types of activies that may not be compatible with the CENMS primary purpose of
resource protection.
Actwity 1.2-A Work with the Sanctuary Advsory Council o identify currert, new, and emerging activities taking place in and around 1
sanctuary waters
Actwiy 1.2-8 Work with the fishing eommunity, mariners, the research community, and other rasource managemant agencies to
identdly current, new, and emerging activiies taking place in and areund sanciuary waters, 1
STRATEGY RP-2. Address the issue of ship strikes of whales in CENMS, GFNMSE and MBNMS. 5 H
Activity 214 Continue to work with GFNMS, MENMS. and the ONMS West Coast Region to support activities that reduce ship 1
strikes 1o whales
Activity 2.1-8 Implement recommendations frem the final report {June 2012} produced by GFNMS and CBNMS Sanctuary Advisory 1
Councd Joint Working Group on Vessel Strikes and Acoustic Impacts
Actiity 2.1-C Continue monftoring whale abundance with at sea survays, land based observation points and aenal flight to cafiect 1
Activity 2.1-D Use near real time data to communicale with USCG and have a USCG advisory broadcast to vessels traveling in the 1
wyicinty of whale aggregatons.
Actiity 2.1-E Develop an education and outreach pian focused on engaging and the martkime industry about 1
the ship strike ssue.
STRATEGY RP-3. Profile fishing acthites and communites in and around the sanctuary to better understand levels of impacts specific to CBNMS. 1 "
Activity 3.1 Update fishing activities and sociceconemic prefile for fishing in the sanctuary 1
STRATEGY RP-4 Assess acoustics impacts from anthropogenic sources on 1 3 M
Activity 4.1-A Gather mote information a+d data on the effects of suqni o the marine. 1
Activily 4.1-8 Work with partners 1o conduct passive acoustic menitoring to dently and quantty sowrces of anthropogenic nose 1
underwater and continue 1o be apprised of survey and manitoring activities that are evaluating the effects of sound
Activity 4 2-A Continue ing individ.al proposals on a by-case basis to ine impacts of prop projects, and make 1
‘managemant racommendations
Activity 4 2-8 Work with NMFS and othe’ pariners to determine acceptable sound levels i the different frequency ranges affectng 1
| wildide.
Strategy RP-5 Assess impacts from marine debris on sasctuary resowces and conduct mitigation activities 3 1 E
Activity 5.1 Work with pariners to expanc (IS database to track and characterize type, location and ameunts of benthic marine 1
debris in CBNMS gbserved during benthe manitoring, mapping and ¢ jon research activities,
Activity 5.2 Continue to monitor pelagic maring debrss and i 13 Bctivities. 1
Actiity 5 3-4 Work with partners 1o assess the feasibility and tes? new methods of remaving derelict fishing gear from deep water 1
emvironments bke Cordell Bank.
Activity 53-8 Work with partners i the remaoval of derelict fishing gear from deep water barthic habitats. 1
STRATEGY RP-8: Enhance resource protection through ncreased compiance with CBNMS mgulations and other applicable state and federal 5 1 2 H
statutes.
Actvity 81 C with other on patrofs in CBNMS or is alrspace, investigations, regulatory viotations. 1
permit viglatons, inciderts, and cit@en complaints
Activity 6.2-A Train Sanctuary Naturalist Frogram volunteers to use interprative ent [see Ed STRATEGY ED-2] 3
Activity 6.2-8 Develop sgnage program at Bodega Harbor 1
Actiity 6 2-C Work with California Depanment of Motor Vehicies to nciude informational inserts in boat icense renewal packets (to 1
e coordinated with a8l Califorria nationa manne sanctuaries)
Acth -0 Give presentations at yact: cubs and to Coast Gi iliary Flotilas g
Activly 6. 2-E Provide follow-up letlers to possible viokators with “you may be in violation® netces that inform the boater about CENMS| 1
regulations
Actvity 63 Encourage and assist the efforts of local and regional port, harbor, and marina management entities and state and local 1
agencies to improve availabiity and yse of wastewater pump-out facities and dump stations for vessels
Activily 6.4 Participate in a nationab-kvel review of national marine sanctuary regulations pertaining to cruise ships, to determine if 1
NOAA might consider a future proposed rule 1o amend existing cruise ship requéations.
STRITEGY RP-7. Develop a plan: thul praparas y staff o i o an In or adjacent to the sanctuary, This plan will provide tha
ok fora with cher federal, ltalu and local emargency response agencies in Cakformia. The plan will be 2 4 2 2 H
developed in coordination with GFNMS Ind MBNMS
Actwiy T7.1-A Lay out response noti plars (i all relevart agencies, user groups and media) and preparation 1
Actwviy 7.1-8 Include coordination and decision-making responsibilities on use of dispersants. 1
Actviy 7.1-C Identdfy specific duties for sanctuary staff 1
Activity 7.1-D Develop damage assessment guideines. 1
Actwviy 7.2-A Train all appropniate sancliary staff on understanding the 105 1
Actvty 7 2-8 Tram all appropriate sancluary stalf on famiarization with the ACP 1
Actvty 7 2.C Train all appropriate sanctuary staff on carification for assigned smedge iesponse duties 1
Actviy 7 2-D Train all appropriate sanctuary staff on taking part in emergency response drills. 1
Activty 72-E Train all appropriate sanciiary staff on developing Natural Resource Damage Assessment skifis 1
Acteity 7.2-F Train all appropriate staff an understanding atternative response technal 1
[sTRATEGY RP-8: Continliously evaluate the appropriataness and effectivaness of curment CENMS regulations, including permit procedures in 1 2 3 1 H
addressing the priorty resource issues identfied in the manag lan.
Tac iy 81-A Evaluate the appropriateness and effactiveness of current regulatory language o a regular basis 1
Activity 81-B Propose new regulati to current reg based on the evauation and need for action to respond o
to curtent, narw and emerging human—use activities that may be inconsistent with the CBNMS primary goal of resaurce protection
Actwiy 8 1-C Provide guidance and mdlrstandl_rg of goug in the NMS& 1
Actvity 8.1-D Ensure. 1o the exent ap and y with other rescutce management agencies’ regulations 1
and permits.
Actviy 8 1-E Track, review, and comment on | and envi mpact prepared by other f
agencies
Actyiy 8 2-A1 In order to understand, measwre, and control prohibited activities within the sanctuary, and te minimaze cumalative 1
Impacts from these activties. the permit srogram wll Evalate Eermn requests on a case-by-case basis
Actwity 8 2-Ad Develop parmit 2 to on and to aveid or reduce impacts to sanctuary 1
T8 EOUTCES.
Actviy & 2.0 Monfor permitted actrvites to ensure complance with permi conditions and lo understand direct and cumulative 1
impacts
Aty & Z-Av Requite appicants provice the sanciuary Sff wih the data and findings gained thiaugh research conducted whi B
research permds
Actwiy 82-8 Certain educational or resaarch acml»es may viokate CENMS prohibitions, although actual environmental impacts to
sanchuary iy b neglig L process could be developed for activities that clearly fall within this 1
category
Actwity B 2-81 Develop a streamliined application process by creating & simple form on which applicants can submi concise and 1
3
Total 9 10 23 5 INFA
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Summary: Actlon Plan kd. Conservation Sciencs e L
S wteqi T Activitias 2014 Prionity
frategias ) o HeoAction [ in Process |  Ongoing Dong . Level
STRATERY.CE. Plepira an ceeanagrphic chratology raport: : : Lt
Actily 1 3-A Prepare an o Iy Teport B about the prysics creantgrapty and
ipledrolagy of this cegion. Thes fomaten #11 axpaan wids and shurtuomngs mthe wgsting daty. and sene 83 B quite ter 1
desining filere rems Comdvct shogder data anafysas from compded data
Acthiy 1.1.8 Usng sxsting data, camingt a tology of the ag i @ ! in ard arcurd CBMMES
and GFNMS Tha reptrt wil deder tions to the o Tor futura studiss that are needed to ]

[eraracterize the physicsl emingnment In and Bround the canctudcy.

and cherstterze CEMME S habiats

i Arsibyzn 1o develep L] ¥y ¥ mMaps,
Thiz fon can ke Lsad i conjuhciren with bidlog ks | surveys to produce 1

ad
habist suithbitity models nr salgchad.snecigs.
Aty 2 18 Habiat maps trgated using scnar sysiems wil ba ground iruthed using data cofgeted by marned.; s.lhmerssble ROV

and Autdnomois Lnderaatar vefeels (AU survdys over high raliaf rocky segians of the !anct:.arr A tgwred camars systzms and 1
farabi (g, kv [t sneansoldaled suberates, PP
Acthity 2 190 corporate iesearch findings inte CBRNMS i H and g it pewg) and GBS, . 1

STRATEGY C5-3; Lharmclendetht o botiom spifiing foaimunitles of CHMM
| Activity 3.1-4 Condudd survoy of $ofl noﬂum bapitats of CENMS. Survuj' 0 prowide habitat j: ol d
and of apifauna, b hects and marine debels, spedses list of mmhmlns ahd dastription of 1
Bny submerged cutirat i . . .

SYRATEGY\GSA haraduize sottbattomn Infaunal communtios of CENME!
4154 Condled Blesstura raviow f abtain carrent iawtedge about irfaunet commundies .

Actvity 4 %8 Conduel baselne survey of nfaunal eammuninas ol CBNME wsirg bottom grabs. suwy st!ould determ:ne spec;es

divatsty, distribytian, and abundance aswed 65 dascribe charastasates of the sedimert.

[Acthity 4.1-C Utilza partnocships o comnua mondsring infaunat communtias over tims.

A__m' El 14'.‘ Usa rasufly lo gmundt.n.lthlrabltar. maE S . s

of CEINMS at Calafarrda Ay y'et Scences {CAT) wil be tavnmmmlly upgraded, computer 1
calalanued, and mandained by CAS a8 syearch spacimens PPN
Athity 518 Cogegineta wih CAS to maintain a thmpitonized spetics Ial tar CBNME and provide the Jata to !he sanr.wanr staff {nr . . '1 T
erHR ﬂUEStEE!IUﬂS
Acthity 510 Coordinate with CAS 0 idintdy and descrlbe SRONGE Spachey oollemu fram CENMS, including nat- yeldescﬂbed U T R 1
sggcps
Aiivity 52 Continee tn with CAS onl collaction ahd ideetifics of aihar CBRMS Fenh imartebrates Pagnerwih cns 1
nn- futues t; wnomu:: Ddantifu‘.ulmn daluhgm mgnlrzn‘!m anﬂ egggmlon af n:o:lmen chchun

lita

B.1-4 Segreh = hisbory dniisegbng End F cofactinng for specimens colected from CHNIAS. 1
Acwtya 18 Search wtaniard Reratlitg Rdeses for reterertes 1o CHNMWS Secuea reguiar access 1o Lexus-Nexus andfor ather 1 :
Iteratrn Higexs: M D
Acthety .17 Search sgency ard oadonic glecifonia databaaps (i o, metedata clearng houses) tor date from CQML!S !
Acthidy 6.1-(F Canstruct ena maintain a varifed specios 5t and store Ihan eassy accestibie dale (epastary {such a3 Naticral Data ) 1
Capter or Sanchary irtegrated Montorieg Natwork JSIMeH]] -

Understand the functon ond varabiEty of peliyld eidsysiems ; FE
Activity 7.1-A Cdntine ALCESS with GFMNMS and parinars 1o g ¥ aisess the and abund of marina birds,
bmammak, 2nd s04 1anles relative o coean sondiicns, sesmns and bolug»ca! productity. Tris sludy pru\ﬂdes tng tenm data o
production: pagulations. and trogphe strRudure, and & wik conbinue fa #upgork Physicat o witl bi b 1
with data cofectad in the fiasd &nd from tamttaly sansed data. Trata wil bo callected on saindy afd femperaluee 3t sea muface and
At depth Remata data wek inctude upweking ndites, salvife mages, and oenerlinformation,

AcTivily 7.1 Systamatically survey akng transett kngs and raceed ke p of sarine bids_ ard 18 turtkes wihin f
CBINME and CRHIES.
ApiAY 7. 1.0 Assasa biological produetivly by sampking ahd prtep skt byt atid et sampbg s

Actly 7.5.0 Lise an echoscundar fo mee the distribwtion oF roaplankion aad fsts
Acthy ¥.9-E Ohser\'a a.nd :Imxr ant fnan. actmas w’ln N CENME g GFNME

ACINTy 2.9-A Perfelm submerstle. RO of ALY fiid surveys {one- 19 three- year infervais} o manitar the distribution and

of fishes and & on e adacent to the hard bottom arsas Assess and impnaor dateduton, scundance, and
Ha kistory {size and.raturty} of tthes atand Gordell Bank and pthes hard botiem areas
Arthity & 3-8 Agsaza and monter carcant cover of 5 g di ELLE af gpecite ¥ brat R
ApBTIOE,
Ariwity 852 Identify Rcalions and quarty of darelict Fshing gear and cther berdee marna debns using submersilz trarsacts and 1
video footaga
ACiiry 8.1-0 Use vidbo transicls assd reck grab samptes by further characlerza habitats IZentfied by the sanar survay. P
Actty 8.1-E Comppiate tha blig of Corcelt Bank with other daep reels along the west cazst {e.g., Bawia Seameunt in Bfitsh N
Cofumbia, Poind St Bank s £abfoenia and Hecets Bank in Oragon},
Aeiily 8.1:F Determine the.fah’ assernb ages a:socla:edwim ud‘ferem naumgj . . 1

o = o 7 -

Atterty 2. Maintan handwritien secordsfrom resontch erdses, RecorEs will o kept o the CBNMS offee and the gecond saf kept 1
offate Thesa racords provide infermation that kelp {o.g., lscation, Sime) desenbe the sacpling emamonme ot
Activty B 2 Elactronle madia eolactad or research cruses {1ies and tages] will be copied and stoded Inthe CBRMS office Electronic
madla Etig and video \pes) pravide the dedazied infarmation [#.g., waler lemperature grofiles, numeer of prganisms ebhzenved): 1

Acitety 9.3 Data obtaired from faborlon anakses of vided tranaects or pankion sofections wil ba sfored in a eiational databass,
modelad afer the Matiohal Fark Seesce’s (kPS 1) Hatural Rescures Oetabess Template A1 eloctonic data are avaniablo 1o 1
sanchugry slaff shreagh tha CRNMS losai area nebrork,

Actrety 5.4 Ensurn dasa am lant wih federat ibifty and qualty, end to be p 1
Federal Guos patlal Date Center (FERC and. oiher -wlevam a8l ntlau\m -2 Lhe Intograted Dcoan Obso 5 sterrf [IODS]}
105 Aysass tha ok of Cordal Bk in e
|Eeristles ang mngnm
Aty $0.1 Delemmies he gonutc makelp oF e, Euveni’e- ard lavat pupuam 28 0f Fsh with pelagic arval stages whhi the

Cenetel Bank region roadve 1o fegionsl popolstions 1 waderatand tevels of midng and retertion of eafly ke history slages Coflact
adult juyenile and lanval stagas of seversl common specins with pelagic rvan Ifom Covdel Bank as wel b alfmuliphe Beatons b
nedth and soeeh of the Bank wihio the Calfomi Curront Sysiam. Conduct gesetis analyses on cobectad mdledaaly to determia
jthaly birinpiaces of neviduts.
Avtxty 10 2 Examing fanal dupa:mthm.qh Fimutadicns of covpled bio-piysical models, Cevelap of matify an eesting 3-0 ba-
physizal si ion ek 16 ‘Jthe fate of larvee released from Corded Bank, 2) the geagrmphic orgie af
Sarvod thal e ety fo !e_n.b e Cosded Bank. Exasmine predicted dispersat pattorss for bnaa weh diffnrent nehavirat 1
chararterisios as well as karval petiods. Exarape preckded dapersal patlems ghven varaus coeanograpig cond Sons.

STRATELY.C 54 TmAssesy potantial to conduct additior) réseareh acihiiey thel fimve? when by and ietgurces sy,
AcThAy 11,53 Cwantrty Tempara| Padens of Gefatinous Zooplankton Llse of Tuckar et or vertic| haul Sarmphy ahd acoustis fo
%348 deas0nal and patiorna af o ¥ ol gek plarkiens a5 port of tha 1
{:BMMS pelagic menionng progagm.




Agthely 11,54 Assacs Primary Prad

oty wiken the CHNHIS

oty and phyteplankion standing stack wsing slmulatéd -ty
Ateinate. sensing data.of oownh oo . .

kar.

lon. .

and syntipsize with saek sariplaa fcom Coided Bunk toisy

| Actity11.1-F Genmorpholagy 0f Cordel Bank and o

Fethit] 17 1H B
spocks fas well
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Summary: Action Plan #5. Administration

Ac

tivitias

Strategies

No Action |

[STRATEGY AD-1 CENMS will expand s facities 1o incude satelits offices, visior centers, signage, and vesseis located thioughout the region as
to support i of the

e

In Process

Done

2014 Priority
Level

1

M

Acivmy 1.1 Increase presence in Bodega Bay, the nearest access point to CBNMS, by opening a satelite office and visfor center
with GFNMS that wou'd serve both research and outreach needs and assist in the further developmant of partnerships

Actray 1 2 Wark with the PRNS 1o ideniy interniresearcher housing options on park lands. These facities may akso include wet labs|
for researchers' use. Several possible siles (existing buidings) have been identified and preminary investgations into potential
erships are fak

| Activity 1.3 Increase the sanctuary staffs ability to access the manine waters of the sanctuary by contracting more vessal time on the
NCAA RV FULMAR to support research and monitoring efforts. This effert will include annual vessel time planning for research and
education programs. Vessel planning will include NOAA stip time and chartered boat time.

STRATEGY AD-2: CBNMS will fil basic staffing requirerrents to provide support for administration and the program areas of conservation science,
ion and outreach, and resource.

Activity 2 1 CENMS staff skills should wllecthe!y rep(esemesq)emm in policy, marine resource management, sduuhun Dub!ach
vounteer research, ion systems (GIS), gy, and

Actwity 2.2 Each staff member must exhibit general knowledge about all CENMS program areas and the abilty fo effectively
icate with . other prof ls. and the at large. In an affort tu attract and maintain a cans:stent and
high caliber staff base, the CB NMS superintendent wl encourage and support staff inp

STRATEGY AD-3: With limited staff nnd llnuncull resources, CBNMS wil develop partnerships and identify cutside funding sources and in-kind
sarvices to assistin the imp plan.

Actvity 3.1 In partnership with regional research and educational instfutions and agencies, establish a CBNMS-supported intemship

program with graduate students to assistthe sanctuary staff with monitoring. research, and education priorties.

Activity 3.2 Maintain and expand inferma warking relationship with federal, state, and local agencies. Partnership activities include
coordination on education and outreach projects, research pro , Gata analysis, and cruise operations

[STRATEGY AD-4: Support the Sanctuary Advisory Council in s primary roles of providing advice fo the sanctuary superintendent and serving as a
laisan between CENMS and the sanciuary community

Actvity 4.1 In consufation with the Sanctiary Advisory Council, strengthen the structure of the col.mcn{ by evaksating and amending
as necessary the Sanctuary Adwisory Council charter, g and gies to enhance the

| Advisory Council's fevel of p i and 3 g and ad]ushng if necessary, Sanctuary Advisory Councll
mamsership; and nmdlgg support 1o help the Sanctuary Advisory g;gunsll develop a respected veice in the

Activity 4 2 Identify the role of the Sanctuary Advisory Council in resource issues by ping a format far
sssting in the building of CBNMS policies o

Activity 4 3 Provide support, resources, and guidance to help the councl engage and educate the public about cutrent. new, and

[ ¢meging fesource managament ssues 0 the sanctuary,
Activity 4.4 Warking groups will be convened by the Sanctuary Advisery Courcl, as needed, to focus on specfic msues and to aliow

by k stakeholden and community experts

kil
BTRATEGY AD-5 CBNMS will forma intra- and 3 1 to ensure I and ion with federal, state, andllocal
ljurisdictions within or aqamm he sanctuary. NOAA and CENMS iz all other in and around waters as
componants o

[Activty 51 CB NMS wll engage other agencies in revi g each other's preposed actions, ding to Emvil Impact
B and working qmws

Activty 5 2 CBNMS wil formalize agreements with federal co-rustee managers signaling that the cooperatve and integrated
for CBNMS has been adopted by other agencies. To formally implement cooperative
managemm or me s ncluury a number of separate types of agreements may be entered into, including: cooperative agresments,
i ment, and consultation.

Actrvity 53 CBNMS wil Tormabu agreements for the following pregrams (1) Protected Rescurces Enforcement Plan [USCG,
NMFS, Sonoma County Sherif's Depariment, COFW), and (2) Emergency Response Plan (local, state and federal emergency
agencies)

STRATEGY AD-6, Davelop and make use of p d to measure of the: of the as awhole, as
weilas o evaluate specific ghes within the. plan

Activity 8.1 CBNMS staff wal conduct reutine performance evakations to colect and record data on CBNMS performance over time
Lising this data, staff wil det the effacth of plan gies by (a) eval progress towards achevemeant
of each action plan's desired outcomes and (b) assessing the roke or added value of those in the overall

of site goals and objectves

Activity 6.2 An annual on the ion of the CENMS g plan wil be conducted This assessment will
be conducted internally by CBNMS staff who will consider the progress and of activibes over the pravious
year Inthis activity, successes or weaknesses of specific actvities will be delermined. Activities deemed less than successful in

g desired out will be to corredt or mprove the outcomesfoutputs Successful acthities wil ba recognized
with application of positve lessons learned to other programs

Acthty 6.3 Performance data will be generated from internal annual assessment and shared with advisory council to determine if
management strategies need to be changed to better meet their stated targets. The targets themsehes may also be analyzed to
determine ther validdy (if, for instance, they are toe ambitious or unrealistic given current site capacity to address during a particular
year) This activity will be conducted with the management plan review which takes place evary five to ten years

STRATEGY AD-7. Consider public reg process, under the statutory authority oflhe NMEA and in accordance with the NEPA_ to
f or additions are neaded to manage the CB

Ac!my 74 wm with GFNMS and the CENMS advisory council to ine irdesest in ing @ public reg Y process to
consider amending or adding to CANMS or in conj with any public reg ¥ process to amend or add

Total

MNIA




Strategies

Summary: Action Plan #6. Administration and Operations Cross-Cutting

No Action

ir will engage in informal
. GFNMS and MBNMS

P i from the three sanctuaries and the ONMS. IT
funding nlkms the orfentation pmgmm will mc!uda Lmlal o the other sites Io n'aal staff and learn about their program and

Activity 1.4 The program :oordlnalnrs wﬂ| meET atleast once per year In shm and plan joint ities prior to the
of the annual op plann In with the renlonal ofﬁce the regional lead for each program will

Acll\rlry 1.5 Schedule an nunl ]omt advlsul\r counul chair and sanctuary supeﬂnlendanl meetlnu The MBNMS and GFNMS
y meet y to discuss issues and program activities in the MBNMS NMA. GFNMS and CBNMS
advlw ncils will maﬂ ointly on an annual basis to discuss the expansion area.

Activity 1.6 Encourage and provide opportunities for site staff to give presentations at each other's advisary council meetings.
Superintendents, council chairs and should age program staff | at each cther's meetings.

STRATEGY XAD-2: Improve the efficiency and cost-affectiveness of program operations and administration.

Activity 2.1 Contact and inform the other sites early in the p ing stages of field tions to provide opp ities to plan joint

missions and to uhara information and data. Individual sllu may hnva prog P I, gy or that would

details and informal staff loans

.ﬂmlty 22As apporlunllies arse, create short-term opp i lor staﬂ'
olec Regi

Adwll\l 2.4 Cordell Bank an\f Gull of the Farall intendents nnd Dther i sl.nll' will discuss administrative and
jonal needs and tations related to the jon area, Stafl will meet to determine needs and best opportunities for
i in ing the of the new ion area. This relates to all programs, shared staffing, and budget

|allocation across the two ylos
Activity 2.5 | 1 t gies for offshore portions of northem expansion areas. GFNMS and CBNMS

superintendents and WCRO will conduct a serles of discussions regarding the most efficacious means to manage the offshore
portions of the expanded areas of GFNMS and CBNMS, ensuring effective marine science, and P

Activity 3.1 Improve staff and und of each site's I ish a basic and
ing of each site's i Ensure all staff have and are familiar with the portion of the WCRO web page which
the ag for the West Coast Region: regional i terms of g and

ment plans. Produce a table listing all regulations of West Coast ries.

Adnrlly 3.2 The West Coast sanctuaries will continue to work closely on any fulure proposed regulatory changn that could affect]
other sites. The GFNMS and MBNMS Resource Protection Teams will closely dinate onany future p
changes that could impact the NMA.

Activity 3.3 GFNMS will facilitate a public process in the next five years to consider whether the San Francisco Exempnon Area
should be incarporated into the MBNMS. Such an action would require changing the MBNMS reg and d
document and require coordination with MENMS staff, and approval from the MBNMS Superintendent. Public scoping for this

|process was nitiated in 2012,
Activity 3.4 The West Goast sanctuanes will share responsibilities for preparing regional permits. GFNMS will be responsible for

permit activities in the NMA, West Coast sanctuaries will inform each other of any new permit applications or other activities that
could affect any of the sanctuaries. GFNMS will process permits within the NMA, except for water quakity permits, which will
continue to be overseen by MBNMS.

Activity 3.5 MBNMS staff will inue to impl Water Quality P ion Program activities includi ing site water
quality needs assessment, review water quality permits and authorizations. MBNMS Water Quality staff will participate on
Technical A y C i that imph ies within the WQPP Action Plans, implement volunteer water quality
manitoring events including First Flush and Snapshot Day, review and comment on NPDES permits, respond to discharges
entaring the MBNMS NMA, coordinate and collaborate with partners participating in the Agriculture Water Quality Alllance, and
|oversee manitaring of Areas of Special Biclogical Significance in a sub-contract to the San Mateo Resource Conservation

District.

Activity 3.6 Coordinate emerging issues among the West Coast sanctuaries and develop coordinated strategles to address
emerging issues. As an individual site staff identi ing [ssues, staff will the sigl and

potential to impact ancther site, and communicate this to the ¢ tially affected site(s).

Activity 2.7 Implement West Coast Region emergency response plan. The West Coast Region emergency response plan
broad P issues thal affect the region, identifies ONMS statfing respensibilities and expertise, and

autlines how the ONMS will coordinate with existing federal, state and local emergency response agencies in C liforni
Activity 3.8 Coordinate with the ONMS Damage A Team on lating and making the Sanctuary Hazardous Incident

Emergency Logistics Database System (SHIELDS) functional and operative for the three sanctuaries and infegrating it with the

existing SIMoN :

Activity 3.9 Continue to work closely on enforcement activities in the region. Reg staff will d and
an anf ities as they relate to other sites, GFNMS staff will provide assistance as appropriate in the
planning and implementation of enforcement activities in the NMA and will coordinate with MBNMS to ensure consislency acoss

sites.

Total

14




Strategies

No Action [ In Process | Ongoing [ Done
STRATEGY XCO-1: Build upon and expand existing ocean and coastal outreach 4
Activity 1.1 Develop or o regmnal prog and opp i Cutreach stalf should coordinate
an public service I ¥ and (e.g., ide pool stiquette), docent programs, signage, 1
centers, exhibits and dlsplays at ity events that pass of nt the region.
Activity 1.2 Plan and conduct regional sanctuary outreach events. Qutreach staff should promete the importance of national
marine sanctluaries, conservation scienca and resource protection programs, working together to improve understanding of b
marine consenvation and management.
Activity 1 BDe\mIon and Implement joint media communications plan, e.g., prnt, radio, TV, Internet. Media personnel at 1
res v coordinate wilh the WCR! iz fizis develop a plan.
Activity 1.4 Identify and partner with external programs and partners to incorporate sanctuary-related messages, identify best
practices and achieve goals. Regi 1 shoukd work together to target partners and programs that 1
can effectively i ONMS ona reglonsl level, and assign appropriate leads to initiate contact and follow-up.
STRATEGY XCO-2: Enhance and ocean end coastal aducntlon 3
Activity 2.1 Collaborate on existing sre-specifi and products as a means to enhance and expand
educational offerings, Each year, the education staff will |oum1\|l meet to identify L projects for inclusion in their 1
tive AOPs.
(Activity 2.2 Take a i fmuttif | app htoall efforts. Assess uemogmphlcs of geogrsphlc areas with
programming and ensure multicultural rel o diverse audi Develop multicul and L 1
i assessment
d that can be ped jointly with other sites. Education leads 1
STRATEGY XCO-3: Enhance ocean and coastal stevardship 1 2
Activity 3.1 Create, maintain and promote y and partner volunteer prog Cultivate 1o provide
opportunities for stewardship as well as expand [ " ducation, and lities of the three 1
ries.
Activity 3.2 Create new ways to inspire coastal and ocean in local The three sites will conduct needs
assessments with targeted constituents and audiences to identify innovative and creative methods of engaging specific groups 1
of people in sanctuary activities.
ctivity 3.3 [dentify pnnners foincorporate ] glonal persannel Shoul work together 1o farget
that can eff ONMS ip ges, and assign apg iate leads to Initiate contact and 1
falkm—up
Total 4 0 ] NIA




Summigry: Artion Blan #8. Ecosystam MonHoring: Cross-Cutting

(to'eoardinale’ research and mol
The'CENMS, GFNWS, and MENHIS 80i
media $talf fo.develop 8 fedearch:and communications’




: Action Plan #9. Maritime Heritage Cross-Cutting

Strategias Activities
S o Action | in Process | Ongoing | Done
STRATEGY XMHR-1: Continue to build the Maritime Hertage Program 1
Activity 1.1 Continue to Idenﬁg potential maritime heritage partners and sources of funding 1
STRATEGY XMHR-Z: Inventory and assess submerged sites 3 1
.Achwty 2.1 Inventery shipwrecks acress the region, Confinue to blish e:vemal hips to i ¥ P ial ship
sites with other federal, state, and local agencies as well as i gists, ial divers and fishermen, and 1
ational divers.
Activity 2.2 Conduct systematic reseerch and surveys of archasological sites, including the remains of prehistoric, as well as 1
historic sites, repr ting ship and arcraft losses.
Activity 2.3 lish a shi i e and site [l . Use a model similar to that used at CINMS to i
record and monitor suk d sites and to d t new artifact di ies and jon of human site di Record
site positions in NOAA's National Marine Sanctuary logical Site (ARCH) GIS database.
Activity 2.4 Assess and i pprop d archasological sites for inclusion in the National Register of Historic 1
Places.
STRATEGY XMHR-3: Assess shipwrecks and submerged structures for hazards 3 1
Activity 3.1 As needed, add to the Inventory of shipwrecks, inside and oulside of ¥ posing ] 1
threats to sanctuary marine resources.
Activity 3.2 Monitor shipwreck sites, Direct efforts to monitor sites that have been located and are considered a threat to
marnne Use p for site: ion based on the i work &t such sites as the Jacob 1
uc| ch and the Montebelio.
Acli\-lgg 3.3 Coordinate with parners o reduce threats from shipwiecks. 1
Activity 3 4 For histonc shipwrecks, ensure compliance under Section 108 of the NHPA and the NMSA 1
[STRATEGY XMHR4: Protect and managa submerged archasological 3
Jomliy devabp a uniform protocol to manage, monitor, and protect 1
agencles.
Activity 4 2 Provide braining to sanctary staff and facilitate training for partners. The training will focus on the importance of 1
submer ed alchaacb ical resources and the nead and tools to manage and protect them and Section 108 requirements.
y outside ¥ jes that may be of significant 4
historlc intarest or ma I€S0UICes,
STRATEGY XMHR-5: C&ndur:t publlc autmacll with tiaditional user and ocean-dependent groups and ct ities. 4
Activity 5.1 Identify traditional user and ocean-dependent groups. 1
Activity 5.2 Develop collaborative programs and initiatives. 1
Activity 5.3 Create an inventory of historic and present maritime heritage ities, Focus on tradi Ity iated people
to support mapping, traditional place names, and i ive progl Assess and i ppropiiate sites for the 1
Register of Historic Places
Activity 5.4 Map and document traditonal communities and sites. 1
STRATEGY XMHR-6: Continue to provide maritime beritage-focused education and outreach programs 4
Activity 6.1 Improve i tion shaing and Hakd an annual maritime heritage event to highlight specific cultural and
historic resources that the sites are mandated to protect, such as archeological sites, shipwrecks, etc., and link to adjacent 1
ities and human uses
Activity 8.2 Creats, expand and populate individual sanctuary websites and/or the West Coast Shipwreck Database. 1
Activity 6.3 Develop and impl ducation and h prog and tals for the MHP. ditional
usersiocean-dependent groups and g haealogical into existing and new educationfoutreach programs. 1
Activity 6.4 C on itime herilage exhibits and signage. The three sites will incorporate maritime heritage |
|themes and messages as part of the Califomia Statewide Signage, Exhibits, and Facilities plan,
Total 18 1 1




