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G RM S RE E F GRAY’S REEF NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY
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Gray’s Reef

LOCATION

19 miles off the coast of Sapelo
Island, Georgia.

PROTECTED AREA
22 square miles

DESIGNATION
January 1981

HABITATS

Ledges and crevices

Flat and sandy areas
Rocky outcroppings
Overhangs and undercuts
Sponge fields

Tabletop ledges

KEY SPECIES

Black sea bass
Grouper

Soft corals
Loggerhead sea turtle
North Atlantic right whale
Nurse shark

Red snapper

Sea whips

Tunicates

Vase sponge

Carpet sponges
Algae

AMERICA'S UNDERWATER TREASURES

NOAA's Office of National Marine Sanctuaries serves as the trustee for a network of underwater

parks encompassing more than 620,000 square miles of marine and Great Lakes waters from

Washington state to the Florida Keys, and from Lake Huron to American Samoa. The network

includes a system of 15 national marine sanctuaries and Papahanaumokuakea and Rose Atoll

marine national monuments. For more information on the National Marine Sanctuary System,

visit: sanctuaries.noaa.gov O Tlaione Marine Sencuay

B Proposed National Marine Sanctuary

Scale varies in this perspective. Adapted from National Geographic Maps.
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