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LOCATION
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QUICK FACTS

LOCATION
Off the California coast, from San
Francisco north to Pt. Arena.

PROTECTED AREA
3,295 square miles

DESIGNATION
January 1981

HABITATS
Bays and estuaries
Continental shelf and slope
Deep benthos
Deep rocky reefs
Islands
Kelp forests (bull kelp)
Open ocean
Sandy and rocky shores

KEY SPECIES
Tufted puffin
Blue whale
Common murre
Dungeness crab
Harbor seal
Krill
Steller sea lion
Red abalone
White shark

BELOW Chinook salmon

Greater Farallones National Marine Sanctuary reaches up to Manchester Beach, just north of Point Arena. Throughout e o Bt e Homtt (e st et A ot ) Kt 1 o O
the sanctuary there are three lighthouses (Point Arena, Point Reyes, and Point Bonita) warning mariners about the (common mure) Sarah . Sehoen/USGS; (Ghineok) Ryan Hagery USFIS: (backaround phote) Matt Meinest/NOAA
rocky headlands that have been the demise of hundreds of ships of the past. Today, visitors can visit each preserved

lighthouse and get a glimpse back in time while overlooking sanctuary waters.

AMERICA'S UNDERWATER TREASURES

NOAA's Office of National Marine Sanctuaries serves as the trustee for a network of underwater
parks encompassing more than 620,000 square miles of marine and Great Lakes waters from
Washington state to the Florida Keys, and from Lake Huron to American Samoa. The network

includes a system of 15 national marine sanctuaries and Papahanaumokuakea and Rose Atoll
marine national monuments. For more information on the National Marine Sanctuary System,
visit: sanctuaries.noaa.gov
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Scale varies in this perspective. Adapted from National Geographic Maps.
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