SURFING
SANCTUARIES

Maverick’s. Waimea Bay. Pipeline. The

names evoke images of the raw beauty of

ocean swells exploding on solid reefs, and

crowds gathered to watch in awe as expert surfers

take on world-class waves. These places are some

of the most revered surf spots on Earth, but there’s
another thing they have in common, something that few
people realize: they are all found within national marine
sanctuaries. Read on to learn just what makes surfing in
your National Marine Sanctuary System so special.
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Winds blow against the surface of the
water, transfering energy to the water. H I STO RY

Small ripples merge into larger waves

and build together into sets called OF SU RFI N G }
“swells.” The wave energy in these swells

move in the direction the wind is blowing.
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creates larger, steeper waves. Tonga, and Hawai'i. As
our cultures have become For hundreds or thousands of years, The particulars of surfing varied Polynesia wasn’t the only place In 1769, during Captain James Cook’s first Pacific In 1885, Hawaiian princes David Kawananakoa, Decades after surfing was largely halted by Surfing gained wide attention in the 1950s after Big wave surfing took off in the 1980s as surfers
abrupt change in the ocean floor like a more global, so, too, has surfing has been an important part of around Polynesia: in places like where people rode the waves. In expedition, crew members observed native Tahitians Edward Keli‘iahonui, and Jonah Kuhio Kalaniana‘ole Christian missionaries, Duke Kahanamoku TV shows and movies popularized the activity. went in search of ever larger waves around the

reef, it will create a tubing wave; more surfing, with the sport Polynesian culture, treated as an art Hawai‘i and Samoa, people surfed what is now Peru, fishermen rode surfing “in @ manner truely surprising.” Just a few years brought surfing to the mainland while students at a launched a resurgence of surfing in Hawai'i By the 1960s, surfing exploded into a full-fledged world. Some of the world’s best waves are found
gradual changes result in rolling waves. growing across the world. more than a sport. on planks and canoes. the surf on small boat-like crafts. later, Cook’s crew encountered surfing in Hawai'i. military academy in San Mateo, California. and brought the sport to the U.S mainland. industry and entered the pop culture imagination. in your national marine sanctuaries.
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