
 

 

 
Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 

 
July 16, 2010 
 
Reauthorization of National Marine Sanctuaries Act discussed by Channel Islands 
National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 

On July 16, 2010 the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council learned 
about the National Marine Sanctuaries Act (NMSA) and discussed various aspects of its 
possible Congressional reauthorization.  Assisting the Council was John Armor, Chief of the 
Conservation and Policy Planning Branch for NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries.  
Armor described the reauthorization history of the NMSA and explained the Act’s major 
sections.  Armor also explained that there is currently no Administration bill to support 
reauthorization of the Act.  The Advisory Council engaged in this session following the recent 
development of a discussion draft bill for NMSA reauthorization by the office of U.S. 
Representative Lois Capps.  Four Advisory Council members had recently participated in 
invitational “listening session” conference calls held by Capps’ staff, and shared their views on 
a number of interests and concerns.  After lengthy discussion about the ramifications of Capps’ 
draft proposed changes to the fishing-related sections of the NMSA, such as a system-wide ban 
on trawling, the Advisory Council decided to defer writing a comment letter to NOAA until 
such time that they all can review whatever revised bill might ultimately be introduced to 
Congress by Capps.  Throughout the discussions, Capps’ staff member Rachel Kondor was in 
attendance.  She agreed to take information back to Capps’ office, and explained that 
introduction of a bill could happen some time before the end of the year. 
 
September 24, 2010 
 
Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council Tracking Water Quality 
and Port Access Route Study 
 The Sanctuary Advisory Council received a presentation on the status of water quality 
within and adjacent to the CINMS.  Kira Redmond, Executive Director of the Santa Barbara 
Channelkeeper, summarized findings from a recent report that she and other authors submitted 
to the sanctuary: Water Quality Characterization of the Channel Islands National Marine 
Sanctuary and Surrounding Waters.  Overall, Redomnd explained, the water quality of CINMS 
appears to be in relatively good condition, but much remains unknown, monitoring data is 
patchy, and pollution threats remain.  The report can be downloaded at 
http://www.sbck.org/pdf/CINMS_WQCReportFinal.pdf. 
 The Advisory Council also received a presentation from Mike VanHouten (US Coast 
Guard, Aids to Navigation Branch, District 11) about the in-progress Port Access Route Study 
for LA/Long Beach and the Santa Barbara Channel.  The Council learned about the Coast 
Guard’s plans to hold two public comment hearings in October 2010, and their anticipation that 
the study could be completed by March 2011.  For more information, see 

http://www.sbck.org/pdf/CINMS_WQCReportFinal.pdf�


 
 

 

http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2010/09/14/2010-22799/port-access-route-study-in-the-
approaches-to-los-angeleslong-beach-and-in-the-santa-barbara-channel. 
 

 
Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 

 
July 15, 2010 
 
New members join the Cordell Bank Sanctuary Advisory Council  

At the July 15, 2010 meeting, Cordell Bank Sanctuary superintendent, Dan Howard, swore 
in four new members to the sanctuary advisory council. Representing the Community-at-Large 
Sonoma County seat is primary member William Wolpert, a green architect, and alternate 
Sarah Hameed, a PhD candidate at UC Davis’ Bodega Marine Lab.  The Maritime Activities 
seat is represented by primary member Kevin Krick and alternate John Berge, who each work 
for container shipping companies (APL and Pacific Merchant Shipping Association, 
respectively). 

 
 

Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
 

August 12, 2010 
 
Gulf of the Farallones Advisory Council Welcomes New Members 
 The following 8 new members were chosen to serve on the GFNMS Advisory Council, 
with those present at the August meeting sworn in: 

Non-governmental 
• Community-at-Large/San Francisco and San Mateo Primary: Kellyx Nelson, 

Executive Director, San Mateo County Resource Conservation  
• Community-at-Large/San Francisco and San Mateo Alternate: Tim Duff, Project 

Manager Central Coast Region, State Coastal Conservancy 
• Conservation Alternate: Jackie Dragon, Program Manager, Pacific Environment 
• Maritime Activities Recreation Alternate: George Clyde, Recreational boater and 

fisherman/ Tomales Bay Watershed Council member 
• Research Alternate: Jaime Jahncke, Director, Marine Ecology Division, PRBO 

Conservation 
Governmental 

• National Park Service: Cicely Muldoon, Superintendent, Point Reyes National 
Seashore 

• National Park Service: Frank Dean, Acting Superintendent, Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area 

• United States Coast Guard Alternate: LT Steve Arnwine 
 
Advisory Council Charter Revisions Underway 
 The Gulf of the Farallones Advisory Council began revisions to their Council Charter at the 
August meeting. Notable proposed revisions include: adopting the ONMS national policy on 
Council term limits and adding a US Fish and Wildlife Service seat. The Council will vote on 
the revised charter at the December meeting. 
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Ongoing Greening Efforts at the Gulf of the Farallones Campus Presented 
 As requested on an annual basis by the Advisory Council, the 2009 GFNMS emissions 
audit and progress on the Green Operations Plan was presented to the Council at the August 
meeting. Per capita emissions were reduced by 0.83 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
from 2008 to 2009 and progress was made on over 80% of the 136 actions included in the 
Green Operations Plan.  

 
 

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
 

August 19, 2010 
 
The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council received a presentation on the 
Nature Conservancy’s (TNC) Central Coast Groundfish Project and Trawl Impact Study.  TNC 
purchased federal trawl permits and worked with local fishermen to design and support 
establishment of trawl closure areas.  After receiving the presentation, the sanctuary advisory 
council agreed to send a letter of support to the Ocean Protection Council for funding over the 
next few years for the Nature Conservancy’s Groundfish Project and Trawl Impact Study. 
 
The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary has been providing presentations to the 
sanctuary advisory council on an Ecosystem Based Management Initiative (EBMI) underway. 
In June 2010, the sanctuary advisory council established a subcommittee to assist with the 
EBMI.  Since that meeting the subcommittee has met once and will participate in a Research 
Areas workshop in October, as well as subsequent workshops. In August 2010, the sanctuary 
advisory council agreed to analyze a letter from the Monterey Harbormaster questioning many 
aspects of the EBMI.  

 
 

Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
 

July 16, 2010 
 

OCNMS Advisory Council receives response from the ONMS on data management 
resolution 
Director Dan Basta attended the July OCNMS AC meeting and responded specifically to the 
AC’s resolution/letter on data management (submitted to the ONMS in May 2010).  He stated 
the ONMS’s intention to support a collaborative data management workshop for OCNMS.  
The goal of the workshop will be to assist OCNMS and its partners in understanding 
OCNMS’s data management needs better.  He also provided his response in the form of a 
letter.  To see his letter, please visit, 
http://olympiccoast.noaa.gov/AboutUs/sac/sac_meetschedule.html and click on the link under 
the July AC meeting titled, “ONMS Response to Letter on Data Management”. 
 
OCNMS Advisory Council sends letter to Dr. Lubchenco on the importance of National 
Marine Sanctuary Act (NMSA) reauthorization 

http://olympiccoast.noaa.gov/AboutUs/sac/sac_meetschedule.html�


 
 

 

The OCNMS AC formed a working group at its July meeting to draft a letter to Dr. Jane 
Lubchenco and Secretary Gary Locke on the importance of reauthorizing the NMSA.  The 
letter is very general in nature and it does not endorse any particular version of the bill, but 
rather focuses on the overall value of having a reauthorized NMSA.  It also emphasizes the 
importance of recognizing in a reauthorized NMSA the OCNMS’s treaty trust responsibility to 
the four Coastal Treaty Tribes.  To see the letter, visit 
http://olympiccoast.noaa.gov/AboutUs/sac/sac_meetschedule.html and click on the link under 
the September AC meeting titled “Final AC Letter on NMSA Reauthorization”. 
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