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Designation: Final ~iro~tal Impact stdtellM3lt~~C3WIlt P&l-l 

Title: F* EnvircnIzntal IrllpactstaWEntandMarBgement Plan for 
the Proposed Cordell J3ank National Marine Sanctuaq 

Abstract: Ihe National Cceanic and Aweric Administration proposes to 
designate Ccrdell Eankonthe edge of the Pacific continental 
shelf, 20 miles west of Point Reyes, California as a Natiordl 
Marine sanctuary. 

The proposed Sm includes allwaterswithin a line 
a&ending scuthwestfmxnBodegaHeadto thel,OOO fathcm depth 
w&ourwest of Cordell Bank, then scutnalongthis contour 
until it joins the kuMa.ry of the Point Reyes-Farallon Islards 
NationalMarbeSan~. Theprcposed~ includes 
397.05 square nautical miles. 

?he desigMtion of Come11 Bank as a National Marine Sm 
wcJuldprovideanintqrated program of resmrce protection, 
msearch aryl interpretation to assist in the long-term 
nxanagementardprotectionofitsrescurces. Rescurce 
prctection will involve cooperation with other agencies in 
formulating rescume prctection policies a& pmc&ures 
includirqtheenforcemen t of regulations for visitor use. 

nJ0 Sanctuaq regulations are proposed. One of those 
regulations will pronibit the discbrge intc the Sanctuaq of 
oil and other rbaterials that IMy be harmful to Saxtuaq 
resources, except as specifically permitted for research, 
educational, salvage or SaxtuaqmaMgementpumases.The 
cther regulation will prohibit removing, taking, orinjuringor 
attexgstirg to take, rerk3veorinjurebenthicorganisrks,except 
as specifically permitted for msearch, educational, salvage, 
orSan&uaqraMg~tpurposes. Three other activities are 
potentially subject to regulations: hydrocarbon activities, 
anchoring on Ccrdell Bank, or within the 50 fatha contour 
-theBankandtaking, removing, or injuring or 
atlzenpting to take, remove or injure cultural or historical 
mscumes. Alterrztives to the proposed action include the 
status quo, larger and smdllerboundary options ard a non- 
regulatory option. 

Reseamhwillincludebseline studies, monitoring, and 
analysis and prediction projects to provide information needed 
inresclvirqmaMgementissues. Interpretation prqrams will 
be-to impraviqpublic awarenesoftheSanctuaq'S 
resources andtheneedtcusethemwiselyto ensure their 
viability. 
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