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Unanimous adoption of a comprehensive report and recommendations: “Ocean Acidification and 
the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary (CINMS): Cause, effect, and response.” 

 
Summary of recommendations: 
 

1. Research

 

. CINMS should prioritize the organization of a baseline of 
physical and biological oceanographic data relevant to understanding the 
local effects of ocean acidification, systematically identify data gaps and 
research needs, and begin forming partnerships with researchers and 
institutions that can illuminate those dynamics and fulfill those needs.  

2. Monitor

 

. CINMS and its research partners should create an organizational 
framework to track changes in acidification-related physical and biological 
indicators over time, including how the Sanctuary’s calcifying species and 
their ecosystems are affected by changes in pH and carbonate saturation.  

3. Educate

 

. CINMS should use its existing education and outreach programs to 
help increase awareness of ocean acidification among Sanctuary 
stakeholders and the public. Content should include the causes of ocean 
acidification, its effects on Sanctuary resources, qualities and ecosystems, 
and actions that the public and stakeholders can take to reduce their 
contribution to ocean acidification.  

4. Lead. CINMS staff should seize the opportunity to address ocean 
acidification through leadership among local ocean users, the public, and 
within the National Marine Sanctuary Program and NOAA. CINMS 
leadership actions are needed in two areas, (a) CO
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emissions reduction, 
and (b) management planning and coordination.  

 
Full report available on line at http://channelislands.noaa.gov/sac/pdf/cwg-oar.pdf. 
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