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Introduction
The mission of the @Dnce Upon a WetlandOProject is to provide a meaningful watershed
expeience to students at Oak Grove School, Meiners Oaks Elementary School, and
Nordhoff High School by engaging them in the restoration and stewardship of the historic
wetland located on the Ojai Meadows Preserve, directly adjacent to all three schools.
The project connects students to ther own backyard, their home, ther place-- in other
words ther watershed-- by emphasizing the intrindc ecologica relationships of al

things (induding people!) within the watershed and the direct connection of the
watershed to thelocal ocean environment.

Purpose

In order to provide a meaningful watershed experience to students, the GDnee Upon a
WetlandOproject is guided by thefollowingfive gods:

GOALS
#1. To educate students and teachers aboutour local Ventura River Watershed.

#2. To raise awareness about the importance and value of wetlands and thear role in a
hedthy watershed community.

#3. To raise awareness abouttheimportance and value of a hedlthy watershed anditsrole
in a healthy World Ocean.

#4. To foder a sense of community ownership and shared responsbility for our natural
environment at thelocal (watershed) scale.

#5. To indill confidence, hope and a sense of empowerment in students and teachers,
hdping them to see tha ther actionsdo make adifference.

These five over-arching gods inform thefollowing project objectives:



OBJECTIVES (Correlated to Goals #1-5)

#1.
GOAL: To educate ssudents and teachers aboutour local Ventura River Watershed.

OBJECTIVE: By theend of the school year, students and teachers should know: whatis
awatershed; who lives in the watershed; where is the watershed; which watershed is ours;
and why isthe watershed important?

#2.
GOAL: To raise awareness aboutthe importance and value of wetlandsand ther rolein
a hedlthy watershed community.

OBJECTIVE: By the end of the school year, students and teachers should know about
theimportance and value of wetlandsandthar role in a hedthy watershed community.

#3.
GOAL: To raise awareness about the importance and value of a hedlthy watershed and
itsrolein ahedthy World Ocean.

OBJECTIVE A: By theend of the school year, students and teachers should know why a
healthy watershed isimportant to thehealth of ourWorld Ocean.

OBJECTIVE B: By the end of the school year, sudents and teachers should know tha
our watershed is directly connected to the ocean environment

#4.
GOAL: To foger a sense of community ownership and shared responsbility for our
naural environment a thelocal (watershed) scale.

OBJECTIVE: By the end of the school year, students and teachers at Oak Grove
School, Meine's Oaks Elementary School, and Nordhoff High School should feel (a)
more connected to oneanother as a coopeative community, and (b) should fed tha the
OMP and Channd islandsbdongto al of usand tha it is everyond3 responsbility to
take care of them. [Thiswill be expressed in the year-end summative survey aswell asin
persond dialogue]

#5.
GOAL: To indill confidence, hope and a sense of empowerment in students and
teachers, hdping them to see tha thar actionsdo make a difference.

OBJECTIVE: By the end of the school year, students and teachers should fedl tha they
have made a difference by improving the ecological hedlth of the OMP wetland as well
as Santa Cruz and Anacapaldands



Approach

The following Outputs have been designad to facilitate achievement of the
aforementionad Gods and Objectives:

#1.

OUTPUT: Present a Watershed dideshow tha investigaes: what is a watershed; who
lives in the watershed; where is the watershed; which watershed is ours; and why is the
watershed important? (See B-WET Project Record, columm J, OWATERSHED
ASSBBLY.O

#2.
OUTPUT: Present a dideshow telling the story of the Ojai Meadow Preserve. (See B-
WET Project Record: column I, COMP STORY ASSEMBLY.O

[Also, talk abouttheimportance and value of wetlandsduring OMP visits, duringin-class
studies, etc. BUT Althoughl will dothisandit isimportant, it is nat measurablek]

#3.

OUTPUT A: Present a Watershed-Ocean Connection dideshow tha investigaies why a
healthy watershed is important to the health of our World Ocean. (See B-WET Project
Record: colunm K, ONATERSHED-OCEAN ASEMBLY.0O

OUTPUT B: Students in grades 3 and up travel by boa from the Ventura River mouth
throughthe Santa Barbara Channd out to Anacapaor Santa Cruz Island (i.e. the Channd
Idands Nationd Marine Sanctuary) (See B-WET Project Record: column T, QS_AND
TRIP.O

#4.

OUTPUT A: Coordinae oppotunities for students from the three schools to visit one
another@ home campuses to tour school greenhouses, classroomns, gardens, etc. (See B-
WET Project Record: coluimm L, OGH VIST.O

OUTPUT B: Coordinae oppotunities for students from the three schools to work
togehe on the Ojai Meadow Preserve wetland restoration project as well as restoration
projects on Anacapa or Santa Cruz Idand (i.e. the Channd Idands Nationd Marine
Sanctuary). (See B-WET Project Record: * aderisked dates.)

[AlsoE Painting mural, telling them it is thers, having them investing their time/energy
in restorationE. |

#5.
OUTPUT: Provide real-world oppotunities to hdp improve the health of our local
ecosystems by:

OUTPUT A: Collecting native plant seeds starting and propagating these native seeds
planting these naives out on the OMP and removing non-naive invasive plants from the
OMP. (Se= B-WET Project Record: columms F, G, Q, R, and S, O8EED COLLECT,0
CSEED START,OOTRANSFHLANT,OCPLANT,Oand COMP WEEDS O



OUTPUT B: Removinginvasive plants on Santa Cruz and Anacapaldands (See B-WET
Project Record: coluim T, ASLAND TRIP.O

OUTPUT C: Engajing students in authentic scientific monitoring and other stewardship
activities induding: water qudity monitoring, soil sampling and testing, seasond phot-
doamentation, wildlife surveys, plant success rate monitoring, local weather and
climatic conditions monitoring. (See B-WET Project Record: colurm M, OSPECIAL
ACTIVITY.O

Results

#1.

OUTPUT: Present a Watershed dideshow tha investigaes: what is a watershed; who
lives in the watershed; where is the watershed; which watershed is ours; and why is the
watershed important? (See B-WET Project Record, columm J, OWATERSHED
ASSBBLY.O

All Meine's Oaks Elementary students= 287
All Oak Grove School students= 116

Total students served= 403

#2.
OUTPUT: Present a dideshow telling the story of the Ojai Meadow Preserve. (See B-
WET Project Record: column I, COMP STORY ASSEMBLY.O

All Meiners Oaks Elementary students= 287
All Oak Grove School students= 116
All Nordhoff High school students (by Derek Poultney, OVLC)= 33

Total students served= 436

#3.

OUTPUT A: Present a Watershed-Ocean Connection dideshow tha investigaes why a
healthy watershed is important to the health of our World Ocean. (See B-WET Project
Record: colunm K, ONATERSHED-OCEAN ASEMBLY.O

Not scheduled until the Spring.

OUTPUT B: Students in grades 3 and up travel by boa from the Ventura River mouth
throughthe Santa Barbara Channd out to Anacapaor Santa Cruz Island (i.e. the Channd
Idands Nationd Marine Sanctuary) (See B-WET Project Record: column T, QS_AND
TRIP.O

Not scheduled until the Spring.

#4.

OUTPUT A: Coordinae oppotunities for students from the three schools to visit one
another@ home campuses to tour school greenhouses, classroons, gardens, etc. (See B-
WET Project Record: coluim L, OGH VIST.O



Meiners Oaks Elementary students= 267
Oak Grove School students= 12

Total students served= 279

OUTPUT B: Coordinae oppotunities for students from the three schools to work
togehe on the Ojai Meadow Preserve wetland restoration project as well as restoration
projects on Anacapa or Santa Cruz Idand (i.e. the Channd Idands Nationd Marine
Sanctuary). (See B-WET Project Record: * aderisked dates.)

Meiners Oaks Elementary students= 52
Oak Grove School students= 12

Total students served= 64

#5.
OUTPUT: Provide real-world oppotunities to hdp improve the health of our local
ecosystems by:

OUTPUT A: Collecting native plant seeds starting and propagating these native seeds
planting these naives out on the OMP and removing non-naive invasive plants from the
OMP. (Se= B-WET Project Record: colunms F, G, Q, R, and S, OSEED COLLECT,0
CSEED START,OOTRANSFHLANT,OCPLANT,Oand COMP WEEDS O

SHEED COLLECT
All Meiners Oaks Elementary students= 287
All Oak Grove School students= 116

Total students served= 403

SHEED START
All Meiners Oaks Elementary students= 287
All Oak Grove School students= 116

Total students served= 403
TRANSHANT

Meiners Oaks Elementary students= 56
Oak Grove School students= 62

Total students served= 118

PLANT
Not scheduled until March.

OMP WEEDS
Not scheduled until February.

OUTPUT B: Removinginvasive plants on Santa Cruz and Anacapaldands (See B-WET
Project Record: coluim T, ASLAND TRIP.O



Not scheduled until the Spring.

OUTPUT C: Engajing students in authentic scientific monitoring and other stewardship
activities induding: water qudity monitoring, soil sampling and testing, seasond phot-
doaumentation, wildlife surveys, plant success rate monitoring, local weather and
climatic conditions monitoring. (See B-WET Project Record: colurm M, OSPECIAL
ACTIVITY.O

Meiners Oaks Elementary students= 40
Oak Grove School students= 90

Total students served= 130



