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USS CONESTOGA CREW BIOS
1. Wilfred M. Aasgard, Seaman Second Class, was born in Minnesota. His parents were Ole and Brita Aasgard. He was four-and-a-half months old when he was counted with his parents and six siblings in the Minnesota State Census taken in June of 1905.[endnoteRef:1] The 1920 US Census lists Wilfred living with his parents and five siblings in Fargo, North Dakota. Wilfred was working as a clerk in a grocery store. Both parents were born in Norway and came to the US as children.[endnoteRef:2] Wilfred enlisted in the Navy in Minneapolis on November 6, 1920. He transferred from the USS Charleston to the USS Conestoga on January 17, 1921.[endnoteRef:3] Brita was listed as her son’s next-of-kin. Her address was 622 10th Ave, Fargo, North Dakota. On February 15, 1922, Ole Aasgard wrote to the Navy to ask if there were any developments in the search and about death benefits.[endnoteRef:4] The house the family lived in was built 1907 and is standing.[endnoteRef:5] Brita died in 1939 and Ole died in 1942. They were buried at Zion Cemetery in Norman County, Minnesota.[endnoteRef:6] [1:  "Minnesota State Census, 1905," database with images,  FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:SP3V-5MV : accessed 27 January 2016), Wilfred M Aasgaard, Twin Valley, Norman, Minnesota; citing p. 212, line 12, State Library and Records Service, St.Paul; FHL microfilm 928,799.]  [2: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MC85-W1Q : accessed 6 Oct 2014), Wilfred M Aasgaard in household of Ole L Aasgaard, Fargo Ward 7, Cass, North Dakota, United States; citing sheet 2A, family 19, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1821332.]  [3: 
 Wilfred Aasgard, Jan. 17, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; Muster Rolls, 1860-1956; Records of The Bureau of Navy Personnel, Record Group 24; National Archives Building, Washington, DC. 
]  [4:  Ole Aasgard to the Department of the Navy, Washington, DC, Feb. 15, 1922, Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC. 
]  [5: 
 622 10th Ave. N., Web. Realtor.com (http://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/622-10th-Ave-N_Fargo_ND_58102_M73697-10529:  accessed 1 May 2015).]  [6: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 1 May 2015), photograph, “gravestone for Ole and Brita Aasgard, Memorial No. 50688605 and 50688264, Records of the Zion Cemetery, Norman County. Minnesota;” photograph © “sewhat”.] 


2. Lee Joseph Alleman, Seaman, was born about 1905.[endnoteRef:7] He was the second son of Seraphime Emanuel Alleman and his wife Josephine Trosclair. Lee was listed in the 1920 US Census as Joseph L. Alleman. The family lived in the city of Brooks, Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana.[endnoteRef:8] In 1913, Seraphime was named director of agricultural operations at a property owned by Wilbert Company.[endnoteRef:9]  Lee enlisted in the Navy on in New Orleans on October 10, 1920.[endnoteRef:10]  He transferred to the Conestoga on January 17, 1921.[endnoteRef:11] Josephine died in 1941. Her obituary noted her surviving children as well as Lee. At the time she had one grandchild. She was buried at St. Mary’s Cemetery.[endnoteRef:12] Seraphime Alleman died on July 7, 1952. His obituary listed his three surviving children, grandchildren, and deceased sons Lucien and Lee Joseph. He was buried at Cypress Grove Cemetery in New Orleans.[endnoteRef:13] [7: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MPT6-KZT : accessed 6 Oct 2014), S E Alleman, Police Jury Ward 4, Ascension, Louisiana, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 6, sheet 18A, family 526, NARA microfilm publication T624, FHL microfilm 1374520.
]  [8:  United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MV7P-F2K : accessed 6 Oct 2014), Seraphin E Alleman, Police Jury Ward 5, Pointe Coupee, Louisiana, United States; citing sheet 13A, family 278, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1820626.
]  [9:  “Accepts Position In Pointe Coupee,” Donaldsville Chief (Donaldsville, Louisiana), 113 Mar 1913, Newspapers (www.newspapers.com: accessed 11 Dec 2014). ]  [10: 
 Lee Joseph Alleman, Jan. 17, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; Bureau of Naval Personnel, Record Group 24; NAB, DC. 
]  [11:  Lee Joseph Alleman,  Jan. 17, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921,  p. 35, box 2; Log Books of US Ships and Stations, 1916-1940; Records of the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Record Group 24; National Archive Building, Washington, DC.]  [12: 
 “Died,” Times-Picayune, 13 Feb 1941, p. 2, Newsbank (www.newsbank.com: accessed 1 May 2015.)]  [13: 
 “Deaths,” Times-Picayune, 9 Jul 1952, p. 2, Newsbank (www.newsbank.com: accessed 19 May 2015.)] 


3. Joseph Harold Allen, Seaman, was born on September 1, 1900. He enlisted for the draft on September 16, 1918. At the time, he was working for a farmer in Williamsburg County, South Carolina. He was described as medium height and build, with gray eyes and brown hair.[endnoteRef:14] Joseph was the son of Dr. Albert M. Allen of Spartanburg, South Carolina, who was Joseph’s next-of-kin.[endnoteRef:15] Joseph’s mother was likely Emily Josephine Allen, who died in 1906.[endnoteRef:16] Albert remarried to Mary the next year.[endnoteRef:17] Joseph enlisted in the Navy on July 5, 1918.[endnoteRef:18] He was enumerated aboard the USS Houston in the 1920 US Census.[endnoteRef:19] He transferred to the Conestoga on January 17, 1921.[endnoteRef:20]  [14: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-25077-133799-42?cc=1968530 : accessed 6 Oct 2014), South Carolina > Williamsburg County; A-B > image 36 of 920; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d).
]  [15:  “Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4. 
]  [16:  Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 12 May 2015), photograph, “gravestone for Emily Josephine Allen, Memorial No. 65053100, Records of the Llano Cemetery, Amarillo, Texas;” photograph © Patricia Parker-Brown.]  [17: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M5DV-JVR : accessed 26 May 2015), Albert M Allen, Spartanburg, Spartanburg, South Carolina, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 90, sheet 5A, family 74, NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,375,485.]  [18: 
 Joseph H. Allen, Jan. 17, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.
]  [19:  "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/SP8Y-S7J : accessed 11 December 2014), Joseph H Allen, San Francisco, California, United States; citing sheet 1A, NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,822,041.
]  [20:  Joseph H. Allen, Jan. 17, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921, p. 35, box 2; RG 24; NAB, DC.] 


On October 12, 1923, Dr. Allen asked for a review of Joseph’s payroll settlement. The Comptroller of the Treasury’s accounting officers set the payment with the pay period ending April 30, 1921. Secretary of the Navy Edwin Denby declared June 30, 1921 as the date of loss. Albert Allen believed that the payment should have been based on the later date. It was argued that only Secretary Denby had the legal authority to set the presumed date of loss. The Court of Claims sustained the settlement established by the Treasury. Under the law, the next-of-kin also received a “death gratuity” of six-month’s pay.[endnoteRef:21] Albert Allen died in 1936.[endnoteRef:22] [21: 
 Decisions of the Comptroller General of the United States, Volume Three, July 1, 1923 to June 30, 1924, pages 479 - 485, published 1924, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC.]  [22: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 12 May 2015), photograph, “gravestone for Albert Allen, Memorial No. 33594447, Walnut Grove United Methodist Church Cemetery, Spartanburg, SC;” photograph © Patricia Parker-Brown.] 


4. Charles Joseph Balint, Seaman, was born in September of 1903.[endnoteRef:23] He was the son of John and Elizabeth Balint who lived at 180 Third St. Passaic, New Jersey.[endnoteRef:24] Charles’ parents were from Hungary. They emigrated in 1880. Elizabeth had given birth to 13 children, but only seven of her children lived to the year 1910. [endnoteRef:25] [endnoteRef:26] Charles enlisted in the Navy in New York City on March 25, 1920 and transferred to the Conestoga on December 12, 1920.[endnoteRef:27] A family member posted a portrait of Charles on an online family tree.[endnoteRef:28] [23: 
 "New Jersey, State Census, 1915", index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/QV97-5YBD : accessed 6 Oct 2014), Charles Balint in entry for John Balint, 1915. ]  [24: 
 Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4.]  [25: 
 "United States Census, 1910," database with images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MKB2-M62 : accessed 27 February 2016), John Balint, Passaic Ward 1, Passaic, New Jersey, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) ED 192, sheet 11A, NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,374,917.]  [26: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M4Y7-6TP : accessed 6 Oct 2014), Charlie Byland in household of John Byland (Balint), Passaic Ward 1, Passaic, New Jersey, United States; citing sheet 16B, family 328, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1821063.
]  [27:  Charles Balint, Dec. 31, 1920, p. 1, line 1, and continuation p. 1, line 1; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.
]  [28:  “Public Member Trees,” database, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 12 Oct 2014), “Thomas:BurdetteFamily Tree” family tree by “debatecoach,” profile for Charles Balint, posted 25 March 2013.] 


5. Alias Steven Benard, Coxwain, was born in Michigan, about 1903 to French Canadians Napoleon and Exzelia Benard. His given name is the French variant of Elias. The family lived at 726 Stevenson Ave., Escanaba, Michigan.[endnoteRef:29] Alias enlisted on April 9, 1919 in Milwaukee.[endnoteRef:30] On January 22, 1920, he was enumerated in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba serving on the USS Prometheus.[endnoteRef:31] Census takers would work from military muster rolls counting men who may have transferred months before. Alias and other members of the crew of the Conestoga were also counted in the 1920 US Census at the Norfolk Naval Base in Norfolk, Virginia.[endnoteRef:32] Alias’ rank rose from Seaman Second Class to Coxwain on January 4, 1921.[endnoteRef:33]  On July 20, 1922, Edna Keys wrote to the Navy. She was Alias’ sweetheart and wanted to know if there was any news on the search for the lost ship.[endnoteRef:34] Napoleon Benard died in 1925.[endnoteRef:35] Exzelia died in 1933. According to her death record, she was born in Ontario, Canada, and her father’s surname was Maisonnuire.[endnoteRef:36] [29: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MZSL-6LJ : accessed 29 Oct 2014), Napoleon Benard, Escanaba Ward 7, Delta, Michigan, United States; citing sheet 1A, family 10, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1820762.
]  [30:  Alias S.Benard, Dec. 31, 1920, p. 1, line 2, and continuation p. 1, line 2; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919- December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.
]  [31:  "United States Census, 1920," index and1919 - images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/SP8R-1FN : accessed 29 Oct 2014), Alias S Benard, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; citing sheet 2B, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1822040.]  [32: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/SP8Y-DP8 : accessed 11 Oct 2014), Alias S. Benard, Norfolk, Virginia, United States; citing sheet 142A, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1822041.]  [33: 
 Alias Benard,  Jan. 4, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921, p. 19; RG 24; NAB, D.C.]  [34: 
 Edna Keys, Menomonee, MI to Dept. of the Navy, Washington, DC, July 20, 1922, Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.]  [35: 
 "Michigan, Deaths and Burials, 1800-1995," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FHX8-43L : accessed 5 May 2015), Napoleon Benard, 09 Dec 1925; citing Escanaba, Delta, Michigan, reference v 2 p 195; FHL microfilm 1,310,149.]  [36: 
 Michigan, Death Certificates, 1921-1952," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KFHD-JQ8 : accessed 5 May 2015), Exzelia Benard, 08 Jun 1933; citing Escanaba, Delta, Michigan, United States, Division for Vital Records and Health Statistics, Lansing; FHL microfilm 1,973,226.] 


6. Sylvester Craig Blalock, Machinist Mate, was the son of Richmond T. Blalock and his second wife Hattie Kendall Blalock[endnoteRef:37] of Stanly County, North Carolina. Sylvester was born about 1895, and was called Vester. He had sisters Lena, Undine, May[endnoteRef:38] and a half-brother Lawrence from his father’s first marriage.[endnoteRef:39]  In 1920, Sylvester was stationed at the Naval Radio Station in San Juan, Puerto Rico.[endnoteRef:40] He was a passenger on the Conestoga, and thus had no duty assignment.[endnoteRef:41] It is likely that he had orders to report to Pearl Harbor. Richmond Blalock died in 1927, and Hattie Kendall Blalock died 1937. They were interred at Mount Zion Methodist Church Cemetery in Stanly County, North Carolina.[endnoteRef:42] [37: 
 “North Carolina Marriage Records, 1741 – 2011,” Richmon T. Blalock and Hattie Kendall, 5 Dec 1888, index and images, Ancestry(www.ancestry.com: accessed 21 Oct. 2015), citing North Carolina County Registers of Deeds; Microfilm; Record Group 48; North Carolina State Archives, Raleigh, NC.]  [38: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/ML3F-4KL : accessed 6 Oct 2014), Vester C Blalock in household of Richmond T Blalock, Center, Stanly, North Carolina, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 121, sheet 19B, family 356, NARA microfilm publication T624, FHL microfilm 1375138.
]  [39:  ""United States Census, 1900," database with images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ ark:/61903/1:1:MS14-XVY: accessed 23 October 2015), Lawrence Blalock in household of Richmond Blalock, Center Township Norwood town, Stanly, North Carolina, United States; citing sheet 8B, family 144, NARA microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,241,218.
]  [40:  "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/X9WY-QRW : accessed 29 Oct 2014), Machinist's Mate 1st Class Sylvester C Blalock, San Juan, San Juan, Puerto Rico, United States; citing sheet 1B, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1822071.
]  [41:  Our Navy, Standard Publication of the US Navy, May 1921, Vol. 15, p. 18; Google Books (https://books.google.com/ : accessed 9 Oct 2015). ]  [42: 
  Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 12 May 2015), photograph, “gravestone for Richmond T. and Hattie Kendell Blalock), Memorial No. 90574839, Records of the Mt. Zion Methodist Church Cemetery, Stanly County, NC;” photograph © William Poplin.] 


7. Joseph Bodie, Seaman, was the son of Michael Bodie and his wife Anna. In 1915, the family was living in Erie, New York. According to this record, Mike was a laborer who emigrated from Hungary in 1910, and his family followed two years later. It was not unusual for such separations to happen so that men could save up for the cost of their family’s voyage. Mike and Anna had three daughters and their son Joseph. Their eldest daughter Anna, born about 1898, worked in a chain factory. According to this record, Joseph was born about 1905.[endnoteRef:43] By 1920, most of the family had moved to Summit County, Ohio. Mike and Anna had divorced and Anna had not legally changed her name, but went by her maiden name, Peto. She was working as a midwife in a booming factory town and was rearing her three minor children.  Joseph was recorded as being born about 1903, and was a rubber worker. Tire plants were the main industry in the Akron area. General Tires, Goodrich, Goodyear, and Firestone were all located there.  Both new immigrants and Americans from areas with limited opportunities came for the plentiful jobs. The census taker’s spelling and penmanship was poor. Joseph’s sister Emily was mistakenly listed as a son born in 1907; youngest daughter Elizabeth was born in 1909. Anna’s last name was misspelled “Pato.” Just as the New York State Census recorded, it was reported that the family came to America in1912.[endnoteRef:44]  In the same census, eldest daughter Anna was living in Akron with her husband Steve Nagy and their two sons. Steve Nagy was also a rubber worker.[endnoteRef:45] Mike Bodie was recorded in Erie, New York, and was also listed as divorced. He worked in a steel mill and lived in a boarding house.[endnoteRef:46]  [43: 
 "New York State Census, 1915," database, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K9NL-5DV : accessed 22 October 2015), Mike Bodie, Tonawanda Ward 01, A.D. 08, E.D. 01, Erie, New York, United States; from "New York, State Census, 1915," database and images, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : 2012); citing p. 21, line 46, state population census schedules, 1915, New York State Archives, Albany.]  [44: 
 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M6M7-Z2W : accessed 22 October 2015), Anna Pato, Akron Ward 5, Summit, Ohio, United States; citing sheet 23A, family 497, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,439.]  [45: 
 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M6MQ-THY : accessed 23 October 2015), Steve Nagy, Akron Ward 5, Summit, Ohio, United States; citing sheet 22A, family 489, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,439.]  [46: 
 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MJL4-1Y7 : accessed 22 October 2015), Mike Body in household of Charles Laskey, Tonawanda Ward 1, Erie, New York, United States; citing sheet 12B, family 313, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,111.] 


Joseph may have decided that toiling in the plants did not agree with him temperamentally or physically. It is possible that he went back to New York to stay with his father, but he may have worked on a commercial boat that embarked on Lake Erie. Joseph enlisted in the Navy in Albany, New York on June 18, 1920. He transferred to the Conestoga at the Naval Training Station at Hampton Roads, Virginia on November 29, 1920.[endnoteRef:47]  He was rated as a Seaman Second Class, and his rank rose to Seaman on January 4, 1921.[endnoteRef:48] [47: 
 Joseph Bodie, Dec. 31, 1920, p. 1, line 5, and continuation p. 1, line 5; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [48: 
 Joseph Bodie, Jan. 4, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921, p. 19; RG 24; NAB, D.C.] 


Joseph’s mother Anna had married Joe Antal in September of 1920. [endnoteRef:49] It appears that Anna and Joe Antal briefly relocated to a nearby town, but would later return to Akron. Anna Antal was listed as her son’s next-of-kin, and her address was a post office box in Herrick, Ohio.[endnoteRef:50]  [49: 
 “Summit County, Ohio Marriage Records,” Anna Bodie and Joe Antol, 30 Sept. 1920, index and images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 21 Oct. 2015), citing Summit County, Ohio, Marriage Records, 1840-1980. Akron, Ohio: Summit County Court of Common Pleas - Probate Division.]  [50: 
 Joseph Bodie, USS Conestoga Casualty Report, June 30, 1921, p. 2; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; file # 16394-96; RG 80; NAB, Washington, DC.] 


Emily married Frank Leibmann in 1925. According to her marriage record, she was born in Egyek, Hungary. Her father was Mike Bodie and her mother’s name was Anna Petho.[endnoteRef:51] In 1927, Elizabeth Bodie was married Emrick Brovey. Her marriage certificate lists her father as Mike Bodie and mother as Anna Peto.[endnoteRef:52] Anna died in Akron on March 6, 1929. She was buried at Akron’s Glendale Cemetery.[endnoteRef:53]  [51: 
 “Summit County, Ohio Marriage Records,” Emily Bodie and Frank Leibmann, 9 May 1925, index and images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 21 Oct. 2015), citing Summit County, Ohio, Marriage Records, 1840-1980. Akron, Ohio: Summit County Court of Common Pleas - Probate Division.]  [52: 
 “Summit County, Ohio Marriage Records,” Elizabeth Bodie and Emrick Brovey, 10 Sept. 1927, index and images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 21 Oct. 2015), citing Summit County, Ohio, Marriage Records, 1840-1980. Akron, Ohio: Summit County Court of Common Pleas - Probate Division.
]  [53:  "Ohio Deaths, 1908-1953," database with images, <i>FamilySearch</i> (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-21797-45058-23?cc=1307272 : accessed 22 October 2015), 1929 &gt; 22401-25500 &gt; image 2254 of 3412.
] 


8. Marvin Henry Bower, Fireman First Class, was born on January 4, 1900 and lived in Oswego, Illinois. Before joining the Navy, Marvin was a factory worker.[endnoteRef:54] His parents were Frederick and Mary Anna Bower. The family lived on a farm.[endnoteRef:55] [endnoteRef:56]  Marvin was the youngest for four children. Records of Marvin’s sister Clara list their mother’s maiden name as Wolf.[endnoteRef:57] [endnoteRef:58] Marvin enlisted in Chicago on January 21, 1919. The 1920 US Census recorded Marvin aboard the USS Jason.[endnoteRef:59] He transferred to the Conestoga at Hampton Roads on October 29, 1920.[endnoteRef:60] A monument for Marvin was placed for at Riverside Cemetery in Kane County, Illinois.[endnoteRef:61] Mary Wolf Bower died in 1932. Frederick Bower died in 1951. They were interred at Riverside Cemetery.[endnoteRef:62] [54:  "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1961-26343-13427-64?cc=1968530 : accessed 6 Oct 2014), Illinois > Kendall County; A-Z > image 234 of 2317; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d).
]  [55:  "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MSWP-JVC : accessed 7 Oct 2014), Marvin H Bower in household of Fredrick Bower, Oswego Township, IL. Kendall, Illinois, United States; citing sheet 2A, family 30, NARA microfilm publication T623, FHL microfilm 1240313.
]  [56:  "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MKDJ-CT9 : accessed 7 Oct 2014), Marvin H Bower in household of Fred Bower, Oswego, Kendall, Illinois, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 71, sheet 9B, family 141, NARA microfilm publication T624, FHL microfilm 1374308.
]  [57:  "Illinois Births and Christenings, 1824-1940," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V2LC-TD1 : accessed 23 May 2015), Fred Bower in entry for Clara Ella Bower, 01 Oct 1888; Birth, citing Oswego, Kendall, Illinois; FHL microfilm 1,403,535.
]  [58:  "Illinois, County Marriages, 1810-1934," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KFL8-ZD3 : accessed 23 May 2015), Fred Bower in entry for William A. Rance and Clara E. Bower, 02 Mar 1912; citing Kendall, Illinois, United States, county offices, Illinois; FHL microfilm .
]  [59:  "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:SP8T-5QW : accessed 14 May 2015), Marvin H Bower, Hampton Roads, Virginia, United States; citing sheet 1A, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,822,041.
]  [60:  Marvin H. Bower, Nov. 16, 1920, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919- December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.
]  [61:  Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 23 May 2015), photograph, “gravestone for Marvin H. Bower, Memorial No. 10486237 , Records of the Riverside Cemetery, Kane County, Illinois;” photograph © James Seidelman.]  [62: 
onestoga Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 23 May 2015), photograph, “gravestone for Fred and Mary Wolf Bower, Memorial No. 27162470, Records of the Riverside Cemetery, Kane County, Illinois;” photograph © “bgraustark”.] 


9. Arthur Brignac, Seaman Second Class, was born about 1902. He was the son of Lawrence and Remalia Brignac, who were natives of Louisiana. The family farmed in the French Settlement, Livingston Parish, Louisiana. By 1910, 12 children were born into the family and nine were living.[endnoteRef:63] [endnoteRef:64] Remalia Brown Brignac died in 1918.[endnoteRef:65] Arthur enlisted in New Orleans on October 26, 1920.[endnoteRef:66]  He transferred to the Conestoga on January 17, 1921.[endnoteRef:67] Lawrence died in 1940 and was buried with Remilia in the French Settlement Community Cemetery.[endnoteRef:68] [63: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MPYH-QPL : accessed 7 Oct 2014), Arthur S Brignac in household of Laurence Brignac, Police Jury Ward 3, Livingston, Louisiana, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 65, sheet 12B, family 137, NARA microfilm publication T624, FHL microfilm 1374531.
]  [64:  "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MVQY-2KB : accessed 7 Oct 2014), Arthur Brignac in household of Laurence Brignac, Police Jury Ward 3, Livingston, Louisiana, United States; citing sheet 10A, family 199, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1820614.
]  [65:  Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 29 Dec 2014), photograph, “gravestone for Remalia Brown Brignac, Memorial No. 43947190, Records of the French Settlement Community Cemetery, Livingston County;” photograph © Jerry Biggs.]  [66: 
 Arthur Brignac, Jan. 17, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [67: 
 Lawrence Brignac, Jan. 17, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921, p. 35, box 2; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [68: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 24 Dec 2014), photograph, “gravestone for Lawrence Brignac , Memorial No. 43947177, Records of the French Settlement Community Cemetery, Livingston County, Louisiana;” photograph © Jerry Biggs.] 


10. Nelson Eugene Burkhart, Quartermaster Third Class, was born about 1902. He was the son of Albert M. Burkhart and Mary E. Wills of Altoona, Pennsylvania.[endnoteRef:69]  By 1910, the couple had seven children.[endnoteRef:70] Nelson enlisted in the Navy in Pittsburgh on January 18, 1919. On June 12, 1919, the Altoona Tribune reported that Nelson was serving on the destroyer McLanahan as an Electrician Second Class.[endnoteRef:71] He transferred from the USS Nahant to the Conestoga.[endnoteRef:72] The 1920 US Census lists Nelson in at the Norfolk Naval Station in Virginia. Ernest Larkin Jones was listed as head of household, and each sailor under his command was listed as son.[endnoteRef:73] A letter Nelson wrote to his parents in October of 1920 was shared with an Altoona newspaper. According to the article, Nelson had previously sailed to France and Bermuda.  When the letter was written, Nelson was aboard the Conestoga in Norfolk. It was to set sail for San Francisco via the Panama Canal, on to Honolulu, and finally Tuituila, Samoa.[endnoteRef:74] This was of course, naming the ports of call for his fateful mission. Nelson advanced in rating from Seaman to Quartermaster Third Class on January 4, 1921.[endnoteRef:75]   [69: 
 "Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1-159316-23635-78?cc=1589502 : accessed 14 May 2015), 004460658 > image 458 of 804; county courthouses, Pennsylvania.]  [70: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MGC1-L8Y : accessed 14 May 2015), Nelson Burkhart in household of Albert Burkhart, Altoona Ward 3, Blair, Pennsylvania, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 41, sheet 17A, family 367, NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,375,329.]  [71: 
 “Capt. Thayer is on the Ocean Now,” Altoona Tribune (Altoona Pennsylvania), 12 Oct. 1919, p. 8, (www.newspapers.com: accessed 12 Mar 2016).]  [72: 
 Nelson E. Burkhart, Dec. 31, 1920, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; 31 Dec 1920,  p. 1, line 9, and continuation p. 1, line 9; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.
]  [73:  "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/SP8Y-DPV : accessed 7 Oct 2014), Nelson E Burkhard, Norfolk, Virginia, United States; citing sheet 142A, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1822041.
]  [74:  “N.E.Burkhart To Sail For Tuituila, Samona,” Altoona Mirror (Altoona Pennsylvania), 14 Oct. 1920, p. 13, (www.newspapers.com: accessed 12 Mar 2016).]  [75: 
 Nelson Burkhart, Jan. 4, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921, p. 19; RG 24; NAB, D.C.] 


After reading a newspaper article about his son’s missing ship, A. M. Burkhart wrote to the Navy Department on May 5, 1921. He asked that they contact him with any information.[endnoteRef:76] A photo of Nelson appeared in an article about the missing craft on June 21, 1921.[endnoteRef:77]   [76: 
 A.M. Burkhart, Altoona, Pennsylvania to the Department of the Navy, Washington, DC; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC. ]  [77: 
 “No Further News of Missing Sailor,” Altoona Tribune (Altoona, Pennsylvania) 25 June 21, p. 1, Newspapers (www.newspapers.com: accessed 12 Mar 2016).] 


Mary Burkhart died in 1935 after being hit by a car.[endnoteRef:78] Albert died in 1944. Both Mary Wills Burkhart’s death certificate and Albert M. Burkhart’s death certificate report Albert’s legal name as “Alferd Marion Burkhart.”[endnoteRef:79]  Their monument at Calvary cemetery recorded his name as “Albert W. Burkhart,”[endnoteRef:80] which he also appeared as in some documents.  [78: 
 “Mrs. Mary Ellen Burkhart Struck By Auto Driven By Paul Stehley; Driver Released,” Altoona Tribune (Altoona, Pennsylvania), 18 Nov 1935, Newspapers (www.newspapers.com: accessed 11 Dec 2014). ]  [79: 
 "Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906 - 1963," index and images, Ancestry  (www.ancestry.com:  accessed 14 May 2015),  certificates for Alferd Marion Burkhart, 4 Mar 1944 and Maryellen Wills Burkhart, 16 Nov 1935; citing Pennsylvania (State), Death certificates, 1906–1963, Series 11.90; Records of the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.]  [80: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 14 Dec 2015), photograph, “gravestone for Albert W. and Mary E. Burkhart, Memorial No. 110883073, Records of Calvary Cemetery, Altoona, Pennsylvania;” photograph © “ Spanielfam” .] 


11. Henry Grady Butler, Fireman Second Class, who went by the nickname Harry, was born in Charleston, South Carolina in 1901. His parents, Elijah and Dolly Butler were natives of Charleston. They are listed in the 1910 US Census as residents of Tampa, Florida. Their nine-year-old son was listed as Grady.[endnoteRef:81] Henry enlisted in the Navy in Columbia, South Carolina on May 15, 1919.[endnoteRef:82]  On January 28, 1920 he was enumerated for the US Census while stationed at League Island Naval Base in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.[endnoteRef:83] Elijah Butler was in Dallas, Texas working as a carpenter when he died on February 3, 1920.[endnoteRef:84] On April 7, 1920, Harry transferred to the Conestoga at the Receiving Station in Philadelphia.[endnoteRef:85] He advanced in rating from Fireman Third Class to Fireman Second Class on January 4, 1921.[endnoteRef:86] In 1930, Dolly was lived with her daughter Lelah Butler Terry and her family.[endnoteRef:87] By 1935, Dolly was a boarder living with a family.[endnoteRef:88] [81: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MVK4-PN9 : accessed 10 Oct 2014), Grady Buttler in household of Lela Buttler, Tampa Ward 9, Hillsborough, Florida, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 62, sheet 12A, family 211, NARA microfilm publication T624, FHL microfilm 1374175]  [82: 
 Henry G. Butler, Dec. 31, 1920, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; 31 Dec 1920,  p. 1, line 6, and continuation p. 1, line 6; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [83: 
 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MF1V-PNK : accessed 31 January 2016), Henry G. Butler, Philadelphia Ward 39, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States; citing sheet 38A, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,639.]  [84: 
 "Texas, Deaths, 1890-1976," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-25172-153275-96?cc=1983324 : accessed 8 May 2015), Death certificates > 1920 > Vol 008-014, certificates 003689-006913, Jan-Feb, Anderson-Karnes counties > image 1503 of 3389; State Registrar Office, Austin.]  [85: 
 Henry G. Butler, Dec. 31, 1920, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; 31 Dec 1920,  p. 1, line 6, and continuation p. 1, line 6; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [86: 
 Henry G. Butler, Jan. 4, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921, p. 19; RG 24; NAB, D.C.]  [87: 
 "United States Census, 1930," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:STXM-X6Z : accessed 8 May 2015), Dolly A. Butler in household of William G Terry, Tampa, Hillsborough, Florida, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 0102, sheet 7B, family 182, line 83, NARA microfilm publication T626 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2002), roll 320; FHL microfilm 2,340,055.]  [88: 
 "Florida State Census, 1935," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-266-11065-83781-14?cc=1457856 : accessed 28 May 2015), Hillsborough > 004, Tampa > image 28 of 59; State Archives, Tallahassee.] 


12. Russell Rainer Crabtree, Fireman Third Class, was the son of Ovia Crabtree and Halia West.[endnoteRef:89] In 1900, the family was living in Blount County, Alabama. Halia reported to the census taker that she had given birth to six children and five were living.[endnoteRef:90] Russell was born in 1901, and his mother may have died in childbirth. In 1904, Ovia married Annie Reeves.[endnoteRef:91] By 1910, the family lived in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. In addition to her stepchildren, Annie had three children from this marriage, and two were living.[endnoteRef:92]  [89: 
 "Tennessee, Marriages, 1796-1950," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XD9V-63V : accessed 12 May 2015), O. V. Crabtree and Halia West, 14 Sep 1887; citing , Franklin, Tennessee, reference 2:ZPKGPQ; FHL microfilm 576,304.]  [90: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M9ZP-R3R : accessed 12 May 2015), Virgil Crabtree in household of Crabtree, Precincts 1, 29 Blount Springs, Calverts, Blount, Alabama, United States; citing sheet 14A, family 241, NARA microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,240,003.]  [91: 
 "Alabama Marriages, 1816-1957," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FQWD-NVS : accessed 12 May 2015), O.V. Crabtree and Miss Annie Reevis, 29 Sep 1904; citing reference ; FHL microfilm 1,018,437.]  [92: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MKWZ-8SJ : accessed 12 May 2015), Ivia V Crabtree, Tuscaloosa Ward 4, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 162, sheet 5A, family 99, NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,374,048.] 


Russell enlisted in the Navy on March 6, 1920 in Birmingham, Alabama. He transferred at Hampton Roads, Virginia.[endnoteRef:93] On June 24, 1921, Ovia Crabtree wrote a letter on his lumber company’s stationary to Secretary Denby to ask if there was any trace of the tug boat. In Navy documents, Russell’s middle name is “Raynor,” but in this letter signed by his father, it is spelled “Rainer”.[endnoteRef:94]  Russell had designated his father was his next-of-kin.[endnoteRef:95] Ovia died in 1950. He was buried at Tuscaloosa Memorial Park.[endnoteRef:96] [93: 
 Russell R. Crabtree, Dec. 31, 1920, p. 1, line 13, and continuation p. 1, line 13: Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.
]  [94:  O.V. Crabtree, Tuscaloosa, Alabama to the Demby, Washington, DC, June 24, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [95: 
 Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4.
]  [96:  Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 5 May 2015), photograph, “gravestone for Ovia V. Crabtree, Memorial No. 96714254, Records of the Tuscaloosa Memorial Park, Tuscaloosa, Alabama;”  contributor D. Dickerson; photograph © “ CarolCQ” .] 


13. Joe Earle Davis, Engineman Second Class, was born in January of 1890. He was the son of Joe Allen Davis and Martha Ann Pickens of Texas.[endnoteRef:97] In 1892, Martha remarried to Robert V. Oar in Cumby, Texas.[endnoteRef:98] Joe had at four siblings and two half siblings.[endnoteRef:99] He enlisted at the Recruiting Station at Mare Island, California on June 1, 1920 and was received by the Conestoga on March 11, 1921.[endnoteRef:100]  On September 1, 1923, Joe’s mother Martha died from Pellagra, an extremely debilitating disease, at age 62. She was buried at Friendship Cemetery in Cumby, Texas.[endnoteRef:101] [97: 
 "Texas, Deaths, 1890-1976," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/KSBK-Q1Q : accessed 28 Oct 2014), Joe Allen Davis in entry for John Claude Davis, 04 Jun 1963; citing certificate number 36817, State Registrar Office, Austin; FHL microfilm 2117275.
]  [98:  "Texas, Marriages, 1837-1973," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FXQ4-MMG : accessed 10 Oct 2014), R. V. Oar and M. A. Mrs. Davis, 07 Apr 1892; citing Hunt, Texas, reference 2:1F0V6K2; FHL microfilm 1024968.
]  [99:  "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M3PM-WJ3 : accessed 10 Oct 2014), Martha A. Oar in household of Robt V Oar, Justice Precinct 4 (east part), Hunt, Texas, United States; citing sheet 16B, family 306, NARA microfilm publication T623, FHL microfilm 1241648.
]  [100:  Joe Earl Davis, Mar. 11, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [101: 
 “Texas, Death Certificates, 1903–1982,” database Ancestry (www.ancestry.com:  accessed 25 May 2015), M.A. Oar, 1 Sep 1923; citing Texas Department of State Health Services. Texas Death Certificates, 1903–1982. iArchives, Orem, Utah. ] 


14. Charles Depiante, Electrician Third Class, was born in December of 1899 and lived in Houghton County, Michigan[endnoteRef:102] and Lake County, Colorado with his father Antoine and mother Stella Katanach. Antoine was a miner from Italy. His wife was born in Michigan to German parents.[endnoteRef:103] Antoine and Stella divorced in El Paso County, Colorado on August 11, 1911. Charles was ten-years-old and his sister Elizabeth was 11-years-old.[endnoteRef:104] Elizabeth went on to marry William Weinrick.[endnoteRef:105] In January of 1920, Charles was enumerated on board the USS Georgia at Mare Island, California.[endnoteRef:106] He transferred from the USS Charleston to the Conestoga on January 17, 1921.[endnoteRef:107] By the time of Charles’ death, Stella had remarried to Henry Brasch. On March 15, 1926, Stella was awarded an additional $125 in pay for her son’s service.[endnoteRef:108] Stella died in 1945.[endnoteRef:109] [102: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MSMD-JRW : accessed 29 Oct 2014), Charles Depiante in household of Antoine Depiante, Franklin township, Houghton, Michigan, United States; citing sheet 36A, family 585, NARA microfilm publication T623, FHL microfilm 1240714.
]  [103:  "Michigan, Marriages, 1868-1925," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/N3XK-PWT : accessed 29 Oct 2014), Antoine Depiante and Stella Katanach, 24 Sep 1898; citing Ishpeming, Marquette, Michigan, v 2 p 215 rn 192, Department of Vital Records, Lansing; FHL microfilm 2342509.
]  [104:  "Colorado Statewide Divorce Index, 1900-1939," images, FamilySearch  (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-33250-3414-70?cc=2043439 : accessed 11 October 2015), Dempsey, Theresa-Falsetta, Raffaelo &gt; image 126 of 4379; Department of Health, Denver.
]  [105:  "United States Census, 1940," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/K98P-CBN : accessed 11 December 2014), Elizabeth M Weinrick in household of William J Weinrick, Assembly District 23, San Francisco, San Francisco City, San Francisco, California, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 38-237, sheet 3B, family 61, NARA digital publication of T627, roll 307, NARA digital publication of T627, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
]  [106:  "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/SP8T-347 : accessed 29 Oct 2014), Charles Depiante, Vallejo, California, United States; citing sheet 8051B, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1822040.
]  [107:  Charles Depiante, Jan 17, 1921, sheet 1; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [108: 
 Judgements Rendered by the Court of Claims for the Year Ending December 4, 1926, Document 557, p. 11; United States Serial Set, Vol. 8734; 69th Congress 2nd Session; GenealogyBank(www.genealogybank.com :  accessed 14 March 2016).]  [109: 
 "California, Death Index, 1940-1997," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VGY8-JHK : accessed 11 December 2014), Katanack in entry for Stella Brasch, 18 Nov 1945; Department of Public Health Services, Sacramento.
] 


15. William Jesse Dill, Engineman First Class, was born in Henrietta, North Carolina on February 22, 1890. He registered for the draft on June 5, 1917. At the time he worked for Arcade Cotton Mill in Rock Hill, South Carolina. He was tall and slender, with light hair and blue eyes, and was married with one child. William reported that he had served eight years in the “militia” and had been a corporal.[endnoteRef:110] His first enlistment in the Navy was in Charleston, South Carolina on March 26, 1918.[endnoteRef:111] His wife was Beatrice Huggins. Beauford Maine Dill, was their first child who was alluded to in the draft form.[endnoteRef:112] Alma Dill, and Revelee Dill were born later. The family was listed in Spartanburg, South Carolina in the 1920 US Census. Although William was in the service by the day the census was taken, he was counted as a mill worker.[endnoteRef:113] [endnoteRef:114] William has reenlisted on December 3, 1920. He served on the USS Buffalo. On March 1, 1921, he was transferred to the Conestoga, replacing First Class Engineman Arthur E. Johnson.[endnoteRef:115] Beatrice never remarried and died on September 4, 1961.[endnoteRef:116]  [110:  "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-25105-21441-86?cc=1968530 : accessed 31 May 2015), South Carolina > York County no 1; A-I > image 1118 of 2009; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).
]  [111:   “Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4. ]  [112: 
 "North Carolina, Birth Index, 1800-2000," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VHPK-V5L : accessed 28 Oct 2014), William Jessie Dill in entry for Beauford Maine Dill, 27 Aug 1907; from "North Carolina, Birth and Death Indexes, 1800-2000," index, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : 2005); citing vol. 2, p. 92, Henderson, North Carolina, North Carolina State Archives, Raleigh.
]  [113:  1920 US Census, Spartanburg, South Carolina, Enumeration District # 78, p. 14 B; dwelling # 246, family # 261, J. William Dill, (William J. Dill), digital image, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com:  accessed 26 May 2015) citing NARA microfilm publication T625, roll 1710. ]  [114: 
 “Public Member Trees,” database, Ancestry  (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 12 Oct 2014), “Stewart-Farrington Family Tree” family tree by “stewmtn,” profile for William Jessie Dill.]  [115: 
 William J. Dill, Mar. 1, 1921, sheet 1; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [116:  "North Carolina, Deaths, 1931-1994," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FGY8-92H : accessed 28 Oct 2014), William Jessie Dill in entry for Beatrice Huggins Dill, 04 Sep 1961; citing Hendersonville, Henderson, North Carolina, v 25B cn 25826, State Department of Archives and History, Raleigh; FHL microfilm 1953245.
] 


16. William Joseph Donovan, Shipfitter Second Class, was born about 1899. He was the son of architect Michael J. and Hortense Mary Donovan of Vicksburg, Mississippi. He had several siblings.[endnoteRef:117] William enlisted in Meridian, Mississippi on June 17, 1918 and was discharged on August 30, 1919.[endnoteRef:118]  He began a second term on May 25, 1920. He served on the USS Prairie and transferred to the Conestoga on February 10, 1921.[endnoteRef:119]  [117:  "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MNTR-S85 : accessed 11 Oct 2014), Hortense Donovan in household of Michael J Donovan, Vicksburg Ward 5, Warren, Mississippi, United States; citing sheet 6A, family 142, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1820897.
]  [118:  "Mississippi, State Archives, Various Records, 1820-1951," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-20792-50086-82?cc=1919687 : accessed 29 Oct 2014), Warren > Military grave registrations 1917-1941 (Box 11110) > image 269 of 470; citing Government Records, Jackson.
]  [119:  William J. Donovan, February 10, 1921, sheet 1; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.] 


On July 13, 1921, Michael J. Donovan wrote to the Bureau of Navigation. He was distressed to learn that the search had ended. He asked about debris that may have been found. He proposed scenarios in which the crew may have survived.[endnoteRef:120] Lieutenant Commander E.D. Capehart responded to the letter and told the grieving father that a lifeboat with the letter “C” was pulled by the commercial ship SS Senator. The letter was sent to the Bureau of Navigation, but the boat was destroyed by the Senator’s crew, so examination of the lifeboat was not possible. He told Donovan that the Navy did not think it possible that the crew survived and thus decided to declare the deaths on June 30, 1921.[endnoteRef:121] Years after these events, Works Project Administration (WPA) Veterans’ Graves Registration Project staff members sent letters to families of lost service members from Mississippi. They were compiling records of where the veterans had been buried or memorialized.  William’s sister Hortense replied to the inquiry in a letter dated May 14, 1941. She told the project manager that she was young when she lost her brother, and both of her parents had since died. Her father never gave up hope that William would return. He did not hold a memorial service for his son and did not place a monument for him in the family plot.[endnoteRef:122]  [120: 
 Michael J. Donovan, Vicksburg, Mississippi to the Bureau of Navigation, Washington, DC, July 13, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [121: 
 Capehart to Michael J. Donovan, July 22, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [122: 
 "Mississippi, State Archives, Various Records, 1820-1951," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-20792-50086-82?cc=1919687 : accessed 29 Oct 2014), Warren > Military grave registrations 1917-1941 (Box 11110) > image 269 of 470; citing Government Records, Jackson.
] 


17. James Flynn, Water Tender, was enumerated in the 1910 US Census while aboard the USS North Dakota at the Boston Navy Yard. He was serving as a First Class Fireman.[endnoteRef:123] The job of steamship Fireman required endlessly shoveling coal to keep fires burning in order to heat boilers that powered ships’ steam engines. It took a great physical toll on the men who performed these duties. Middle aged and older Firemen would sometimes become ship Water Tenders. In that position, they were seasoned experts who tended the steam boilers and fires.  [123:  1910 U.S. census, Suffolk County, Massachusetts, population schedule, Boston Supervisor’s District 119, precinct 6, p. 167 (stamped), enumeration district (ED) 1298, sheet 10 – A, dwelling 30, family 30, government vessel, Boston Navy Yard, James Flynn; digital image,  Ancestry(www.ancestry.com : accessed 27 Feb 2016); citing NARA microfilm publication T624; FHL microfilm 1,374,627.] 


Flynn enlisted at Mare Island, California, on August 26, 1920.[endnoteRef:124]  On October 22, 1920, he was counted in the US Census while serving as a Water Tender aboard the USS Brooklyn in San Diego, California. He reported to the enumerator that he was 41-years-old, born in Ireland, was single and his first language was Irish. He came to America in 1901 and he became a naturalized citizen in 1904. His home residence was 150 Church Street, Whitinsville, Massachusetts.[endnoteRef:125] Although the date was not revealed in the records we have, Flynn was later transferred to the USS Babbit. The Conestoga’s Water tender, Andy G. Davis enlisted in June of 1918. Davis’ Naval term was probably nearing its end as the journey to Hawaii was drawing closer. It is likely that Lieutenant Ernest Larkin Jones requested a replacement so that Davis could finish his term close to land. On March 14, 1921, James Flynn left the Babbitt and became the Water Tender of the Conestoga, and Andy Davis took Flynn’s position on the Babbit.[endnoteRef:126]  [124: 
 James Flynn, Mar. 15, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [125: 
 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:SP8Y-J7B : accessed 27 February 2016), James Flynn, San Diego, California, Military and Naval Forces, United States; citing sheet 2132A, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,822,041.]  [126: 
 James Flynn, Mar. 15, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.] 


James Flynn’s next-of-kin was his sister Mary Donohue who lived at 20 Brooks St. Whitinsville, Massachusetts.[endnoteRef:127] Mary Donohue had recently moved to the town of Taunton, Massachusetts. This caused confusion in finding James’ sister in order to inform her of her brother’s loss, and for reporters attempting to accurately report James’ in death newspapers. The June 22, 1921 issue of the Taunton Daily Gazette reported that despite the news release from the Navy, records of a sailor named James Flynn from Taunton were not found.[endnoteRef:128] It was his sister Mary and not James who lived there.  [127: 
 “Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4.]  [128: 
 “Taunton Man Is In Crew Of Missing Tug,” Taunton Daily Gazette (Taunton, MA), 22 June 1921, p. 3, microfilm, Taunton Public Library, Taunton, Massachusetts. ] 


Mistaken reports also reached former members of the Conestoga’s crew causing confusion and distress. William P. Burbage reached out to the publication Our Navy and set the record straight in their January 31, 1922 edition. He wrote that he and other former crew members of the Conestoga who transferred off before the doomed launch were dealing with rumors that they had died. Burbage wanted to let those who were concerned know that he was not on the tug at the time and neither were Edward Frost, Vern Bennett, Andy Davis nor Arthur E. Johnson.[endnoteRef:129] [endnoteRef:130] This situation may have been even more difficult for Navy Water Tender Andy Davis, and Engineman Arthur E. Johnson who had the same last names deceased crew members Joe Earle Davis and William Walter Johnson.  [129: 
 Our Navy, Standard Publication of the US Navy, Jan 1922, Vol. 15, p. 24; Google Books (https://books.google.com/ :accessed 9 Oct 2015).]  [130: 
  Vern Bennett, William Burbage, Andy Davis, Edward Frost, and Arthur Johnson, Dec 21, 1920, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.] 


(Special Thanks to Taunton Public Library.) 

18. William Rudolph France, Fireman First Class, was born in February of 1897. He was the son of William Orville France and Julia Cochoit who married on February 27, 1889.[endnoteRef:131] By 1900, Julia had given birth to four children; daughters Myrtle, Isabelle and their son William were living at the time.[endnoteRef:132] Lillian was born in 1904. She would go on to marry Virgil Beck.[endnoteRef:133]  William’s sisters Myrtle and Isabel died months apart in 1914.[endnoteRef:134] [endnoteRef:135] Julia wrote a will soon after the loss of her daughters. In it, she bequeathed a donation to Church of the Immaculate Conception on North Park Ave., Chicago. She asked that in the event of her death that a funeral mass be performed there.[endnoteRef:136] Another son, James W. France, was born in 1915.[endnoteRef:137] William’s mother Julia died in Chicago on May 28, 1917.[endnoteRef:138]  William Orville France married his second wife Gezina Nyboer in Allen County, Indiana on November 17 of the same year.[endnoteRef:139] The couple’s infant son John Orville France died in February of 1919.[endnoteRef:140]  Their son Elmer was born on November 22, 1920.[endnoteRef:141]  [131: 
 "Indiana, Marriages, 1811-1959," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/XXJ8-R31 : accessed 29 December 2014), William France and Julia Cochoit, 27 Feb 1889; citing , Allen, Indiana, county clerk offices, Indiana; FHL microfilm 2,111,522.]  [132: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MMBH-7TP : accessed 29 December 2014), William R France in household of William O France, Wayne Township, Precincts 4-5 Fort Wayne city Ward 1, Allen, Indiana, United States; citing sheet 6B, family 116, NARA microfilm publication T623, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,240,358.]  [133: 
 "Indiana, Marriages, 1811-1959," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/XX2G-34L : accessed 29 December 2014), Virgil V Beck and Lillian E France, 07 Nov 1925; citing , Allen, Indiana, county clerk offices, Indiana; FHL microfilm 2,130,176.
]  [134:  "Illinois, Cook County Deaths, 1878-1939, 1959-1995", index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/N7J2-5RJ : accessed 29 December 2014), Myrtle I. France, 1914.]  [135: 
 "Illinois, Cook County Deaths, 1878-1939, 1959-1995", index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/N7J7-13L : accessed 29 December 2014), Isabel M. France, 1914.]  [136: 
 Will of Julia E. France, Oct. 30, 1914, “Illinois, Wills and Probate Records, 1772-1999,” index and images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 16 Feb 2016), citing Records of Wills, Book 108 7/1917 -11/1917; Cook County, Illinois.]  [137:  James William France, 8 Nov 1915, “U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007,” Ancestry (www.ancestry.com :  accessed 15 Feb 2016), citing Social Security Applications and Claims, 1936-2007.]  [138: 
 "Illinois Deaths and Stillbirths, 1916-1947," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/N3C3-PTL : accessed 29 December 2014), Julia France, 28 May 1917; Public Board of Health, Archives, Springfield; FHL microfilm 1,852,430.]  [139: 
 "Indiana, Marriages, 1780-1992," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/XF4S-T9M : accessed 29 December 2014), William France and Gezine Nyboer, 19 Nov 1917; citing reference 502 A; FHL microfilm 2,130,028.]  [140: 
  "Illinois, Cook County Deaths, 1878-1994," database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2MW-NCQ6 : accessed 15 February 2016), John Orville France, 25 Feb 1919; citing Chicago, Cook, Illinois, United States, source reference 6756, record number , Cook County Courthouse, Chicago; FHL microfilm 1,309,184. ]  [141: 
 "Illinois, Cook County, Birth Certificates, 1871-1940," database, FamilySearch
 (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N734-3GW : accessed 15 February 2016), Elmer L France, 22 Nov 1920; citing Chicago, Cook, Illinois, United States, reference/certificate 45413, Cook County Courthouse, Chicago; FHL microfilm 1,309,441. ] 


William Rudolph France enlisted in the Navy in Indianapolis on December 15, 1920. He transferred from the Receiving Ship at Mare Island to the Conestoga on March 9, 1921.[endnoteRef:142] At the time of William Rudolph’s death, his father and stepmother lived at 237 Menominee St., in Chicago.[endnoteRef:143] On June 5, 1921, William O. France wrote to the Secretary of the Navy to inquire about progress in the search for his son’s ship.[endnoteRef:144] On July 9, he was sent a reply telling him that the Navy conducted an exhaustive search and the ship and crew was declared lost on June 21, 1921.[endnoteRef:145]  [142: 
 William R. France, Mar 9, 1921; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [143: 
 “Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4. ]  [144: 
 William O. France to Secretary  Demby, June 5, 1921; Sec. of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; RG 80; NAB]  [145:  Lt. Cmdr .E.D. Capehart, USN Office of Ship Movements to William O France, Chicago, Illinois, July 9, 1921, Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.] 


The France family moved back to Fort Wayne. William Orville and Gezina’s son William H. France was born in 1923.[endnoteRef:146] Their daughter Elizabeth was born in 1926. The 1940 Census shows the family living together along with their son James’ wife Bernice and baby daughter Shirley.[endnoteRef:147] William Orville France died in 1946. He and Gezina were buried at Catholic Cemetery in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. Gezina died in 1979.[endnoteRef:148]  [146: 
 "United States Census, 1930," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/X41J-6BV : accessed 29 December 2014), William H France in household of William O France, Fort Wayne, Allen, Indiana, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 0017, sheet 10A, family 247, line 3, NARA microfilm publication T626, (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2002), roll 574; FHL microfilm 2,340,309.]  [147: 
 "United States Census, 1940," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V1BB-3BF : accessed 15 February 2016), William O France, Ward 3, Fort Wayne, Wayne Township, Allen, Indiana, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 94-25, sheet 9B, family 225, NARA digital publication T627 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2012), roll 1115.]  [148: 
  Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 29 Dec 2014), photograph, “gravestone for William O. and Gezina France, Memorial No. 102015537, Records of the Catholic Cemetery, Allen County. Indiana;” contributor “OPPSheryl”; photograph ©  Pam Wiedmann.  ] 


19. Edward Bernard Anthony Goodin, Second Machinist Mate, was born on October 18, 1899. He registered for the draft on September 12, 1918. He was working as a machinist’s apprentice at Bethlehem Steel Company.  He was described as being medium height with dark brown hair and brown eyes.[endnoteRef:149] Edward was the son of Bernard and Martina Goodin of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.[endnoteRef:150] [endnoteRef:151] He enlisted in Scranton, Pennsylvania on September 21, 1920, and transferred to the Conestoga at Hampton Roads on October 29, 1920.[endnoteRef:152]   [149: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1961-26637-22028-53?cc=1968530 : accessed 7 Oct 2014), Pennsylvania > Northampton County no 3; Brotzman, M.-Lodvick, Andres > image 4046 of 7840; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d).]  [150: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M3QY-ZNF : accessed 27 Oct 2014), Edward B Goodin in household of Benard Goodin, Lower Saucon Township South Bethlehem borough Ward 2, Northampton, Pennsylvania, United States; citing sheet 22A, family 432, NARA microfilm publication T623, FHL microfilm 1241447.]  [151: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MGCZ-8VQ : accessed 7 Oct 2014), Edward Goodin in household of Barney Goodin, South Bethlehem Ward 2, Northampton, Pennsylvania, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 117, sheet 17A, family 360, NARA microfilm publication T624, FHL microfilm 1375395.]  [152: 
 Edward B.A. Goodin, Dec. 31, 1920, p. 1, line 18, and continuation p. 1, line 18; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.] 


Edward’s father, who went by the name Barney, died in April of 1923.[endnoteRef:153] In 1930, Martina, her surviving sons James and Joseph and their wives were living in the same household.[endnoteRef:154] In 1940, Martina was living with her son James, daughter-in-law Mary Fischer, and two grandchildren.[endnoteRef:155]  Martina Schrumpf Goodin died at age 91 on February 28, 1960.[endnoteRef:156] [153: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 5 May 2015), photograph, “gravestone for Barney Goodin, Memorial No. 72548700, Records of the Nisky Hill Cemetery, Northampton County, Pennsylvania;” photograph © . 
]  [154:  "United States Census, 1930," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/XHZC-TFZ : accessed 29 December 2014), James A Goodin in household of Martena Goodin, Bethlehem, Northampton, Pennsylvania, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 0010, sheet 7A, family 149, line 43, NARA microfilm publication T626, (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2002), roll 2086; FHL microfilm 2,341,820.]  [155: 
 "United States Census, 1940," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/KQ69-SFH : accessed 29 December 2014), Joseph Goodin, Ward 2, Bethlehem, Bethlehem City, Northampton, Pennsylvania, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 48-12, sheet 9B, family 174, NARA digital publication of T627, roll 3588, NARA digital publication of T627, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [156: 
 Martina Goodin Death Certificate, 28 Feb 1960, file no 18377, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Health and Vital Statistics, Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-196, index and images, Ancestry, (www.ancestry.com : accessed 5 May 2015), citing Pennsylvania (State). Death certificates, 1906–1963. Series 11.90). Records of the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Record Group 11. Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.] 


20. Roy Evart Hoffses, Boatswain, was the son of Albion K.P. Hoffses and his second wife Ellen. Albion had infant children with his first wife Una who did not survive and were buried in the family plot with their mother.[endnoteRef:157] [endnoteRef:158] [endnoteRef:159] On November 12, 1884, Albion married Ellen Russell in Danvers, Massachusetts.[endnoteRef:160] They moved to Providence, Rhode Island. Their daughter Minnie was born in 1889. Roy was their second child, born on August 20, 1890.[endnoteRef:161]  His middle name was apparently after Albion’s younger brother Evart, who was born in 1870.[endnoteRef:162] Ellen died in 1894.[endnoteRef:163] In 1900 Albion, his wife Annie L., who he married reportedly in 1895, and children Minnie, age 11, and “Leroy” age 9, were still in Providence.[endnoteRef:164] The 1905 Rhode Island Census counted Albion, once again a widower. No record of Annie’s death was found. By then, Roy had joined the US Navy. The father and son reported that they were members of the Congregationalist faith.[endnoteRef:165] Roy’s sister Minnie married Harold Arey in 1907.[endnoteRef:166] The 1910 US Census shows Albion, a widower, working as a “motorman” for streetcars still in Providence.[endnoteRef:167] Roy was counted in the census as a Seaman aboard the USS South Carolina.[endnoteRef:168] On February 15, 1911, Albion married Etta Burdick Lewis in Salem, Massachusetts. Etta had divorced Alexander Waller Lewis and owned a boarding house.[endnoteRef:169] [endnoteRef:170] Etta and Albion may have divorced or annulled their marriage. Etta died in Providence, Rhode Island in January of 1913. She was buried as Emmaette Burdick Lewis, wife of Waller Lewis.[endnoteRef:171]  In 1915, Albion was staying in Hillsborough County, Florida and married Alverda Pindall.[endnoteRef:172] The couple would live in Alverda’s home town of Elkhart, Indiana. Alverda died there in 1917.[endnoteRef:173] According to her obituary, she had suffered paralysis and died from a stroke.[endnoteRef:174]  [157: 
 "Maine, Marriages, 1771-1907," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:F466-Z51 : accessed 6 May 2015), Albian K. P. Hoffsess and Una E. Hatch, 10 Oct 1881; citing Warren, Maine, reference ; FHL microfilm 12,306.]  [158: 
 "Maine, Nathan Hale Cemetery Collection, ca. 1780-1980," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-40695-6121-71?cc=2241461 : accessed 6 May 2015), Hodsdon, Lydia-Holton, Jennie F > image 182 of 1574; Maine State Library, Augusta.]  [159: 
 "Maine, Nathan Hale Cemetery Collection, ca. 1780-1980," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-40695-6455-45?cc=2241461 : accessed 6 May 2015), Hodsdon, Lydia-Holton, Jennie F > image 110 of 1574; Maine State Library, Augusta.]  [160: 
 "Massachusetts, Marriages, 1841-1915," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NWYJ-X58 : accessed 6 May 2015), Albion H. P. Hoffsis and Ellen Russell, 12 Nov 1884; citing 206, Danvers, Massachusetts, State Archives, Boston; FHL microfilm 1,432,997.]  [161: 
 "Rhode Island, Births and Christenings, 1600-1914," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FZYM-3M8 : accessed 29 Oct 2014), Roy Evart Hoffses, 20 Aug 1890; citing Providence, Rhode Island, reference 249; FHL microfilm 1822780.]  [162: 
 "United States Census, 1870," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M6DL-GVC : accessed 28 May 2015), Albion H P Hoffses in household of Oscar E Hoffses, Maine, United States; citing p. 22, family 190, NARA microfilm publication M593 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 552,047.]  [163: 
 "Rhode Island, Deaths and Burials, 1802-1950," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/F8Z6-ZKW : accessed 29 Oct 2014), Albion K. P. Hoffses in entry for Ellen Hoffses, 25 Oct 1894; citing Providence, Providence, Rhode Island, reference ; FHL microfilm 2023189.]  [164: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-266-11124-122716-6?cc=1325221 : accessed 6 May 2015), Rhode Island > Providence > ED 54 District 2 Providence city Ward 6 > image 29 of 40; citing NARA microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).]  [165: 
 "Rhode Island, State Census, 1905," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-267-12414-82243-27?cc=1542866 : accessed 6 May 2015), Providence > Male > Higgins - Hopkins > image 1073 of 2175; State Archives, Providence.
]  [166:  Massachusetts, Marriages, 1841-1915," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N4DV-TDB : accessed 6 May 2015), Harold B Arey and Minnie Z Hoffses, 08 May 1907; citing p 145 no 122, Attleborough, , Massachusetts, State Archives, Boston; FHL microfilm 2,315,299.]  [167: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MPX7-SCD : accessed 6 May 2015), Albion K P Hoffses in household of Mary A Hunter, Providence Ward 6, Providence, Rhode Island, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 209, sheet 5A, family 111, NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,375,456.]  [168: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MRSP-76F : accessed 6 May 2015), Roy E Hoffses, USS South Carolina; citing enumeration district (ED) 107, sheet 3B, family , NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,375,797.]  [169: 
 "Rhode Island, Marriages, 1724-1916," database, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:F8V7-62G : accessed 6 October 2015), Alexander Waller Lewis and Emmaett Burdick, 29 May 1901; citing Providence, Providence, Rhode Island, reference 133; FHL microfilm 2,208,957.]  [170: 
 "United States Census, 1910," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-23056-17975-85?cc=1727033 : accessed 15 February 2016), Rhode Island > Providence > Providence Ward 4 > ED 184 > image 37 of 42; citing NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).]  [171: 
 "Rhode Island, Deaths and Burials, 1802-1950," database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:F884-XFB : accessed 6 October 2015), Emmaett Burdick Lewis, 17 Jan 1913; citing Providence, Providence, Rhode Island, reference ; FHL microfilm 2,023,810.]  [172: 
 "Florida Marriages, 1837-1974," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FWQH-QXB : accessed 6 May 2015), Albion K. P. Hoffses and Alverda Pindill, 05 Feb 1915; citing Hillsborough County, Florida; FHL microfilm 978,710.]  [173: 
 "Find A Grave Index," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV27-24NM : accessed 6 May 2015), Alverda F. Hoffses, 1917; Burial, Elkhart, Elkhart, Indiana, United States of America, Osceola Cemetery; citing record ID 61814173, Find a Grave, http://www.findagrave.com.
]  [174: 
 Obituary, 3 Feb 17 Elkhart Daily Review (Elkhart, IN), p. 5, Web. Newspapers(www.newsbank.com: accessed 6 May 2015). ] 


In 1918, Roy was commended for bravery while serving on the Destroyer Parker. He and fellow crew members rescued nine people who were aboard the British Hospital Ship Genart Castle, after it was struck by a German torpedo.[endnoteRef:175] According to a news article regarding the rescue operation, Roy first enlisted in 1904. Albion was the care taker of the Atherton Club in Elkhart, Indiana. He received a letter from his hero son with photos of the rescue taken by a crew member. The photos with detailed description of the rescue efforts were undoubtedly treasured by the father. One of the photos was of Roy guiding the lifeboat to a person in distress. Another photo showed a patient in the lifeboat.[endnoteRef:176] [175: 
 “Destroyer Crew Are Commended,” Oakland Tribune (Oakland, CA) 25 April 1918, p. 3, Web Newsbank (www.newsbank.com: accessed 6 May 2015).]  [176: 
 “Snapshot Views of Historic Work by US Seaman,” Elkhart Truth, (Elkhart, IN) 9 Aug 1918, pages 1 and 4 Newsbank(www.newsbank.com: accessed 5 Jan 2014.)] 


In October 0f 1918, Albion married again to Nannie Brower, who was born in Ohio.[endnoteRef:177] He sued Nannie for divorce in February of 1920.[endnoteRef:178]  [177: 
 "Indiana, Marriages, 1811-1959," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1-9858-47962-48?cc=1410397 : accessed 6 May 2015), Elkhart > 1918-1921 > image 116 of 2843; County clerk offices, Indiana.
]  [178:  “Sues for Divorce,” Elkhart Truth, (Elkhart, IN) 27 February 1920, p. 3 Newsbank(www.newsbank.com: accessed 5 Jan 2014.)] 


On June 14, 1921, Lydia Conley of Apponaug, Rhode Island wrote to the Department of the Navy about the status of the search for the ship.  She wrote that Roy Hoffses was, “na kin, but a boy I brought up and was always with me until he went into the navy 16 or 17 years ago and always made his home with me when ever he had a few days leave.” She received her last letter from him on March 14, 1921. She closed the letter “a mother and friend.”[endnoteRef:179] It seems that despite his father’s eccentricities, Roy had a constant in his life with a very loving surrogate mother.  [179: 
 Lydia Conely, Apponaug, Rhode Island to Department of the Navy, Washington, DC, June 14, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG  80; NAB, DC.] 


Roy designated his sister Minnie Z. Arey who lived at 490 Pine St. Providence, Rhode Island as his next-of-kin.[endnoteRef:180] This suggests that Roy remained a bachelor or was not married at the time of his death. Albion died in Lutz, Florida on April 16, 1935. He was buried in Rhode Island. According to his death certificate, his wife’s name was Ina; she was a native of Maine.[endnoteRef:181] Nannie Hern Brower put her two-year marriage behind her. She went back to Dayton, Ohio and resumed calling herself by her first husband Joseph Brower’s surname. On her death certificate, she was called a widow and Joseph Brower was written in as her late husband. She lived to age 86 and passed away on February 19, 1943.[endnoteRef:182] In 1951, Albion’s seventh-known and final wife Ina Hoffses died in Hillsborough County, Florida.[endnoteRef:183] Roy’s sister Minnie Hoffses Arey died in Vernon, Connecticut on March 30, 1978.[endnoteRef:184] [180: 
 “Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4. ]  [181: 
 "Florida Deaths, 1877-1939," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FPHR-ZPF : accessed 6 May 2015), Albion K.P. Hoffses, 16 Apr 1935; citing Lutz, Hillsborough, Florida, reference CN7039; FHL microfilm 2,135,809.]  [182: 
 "Ohio, Deaths, 1908-1953," index and images, FamilySearch ("Ohio, Deaths, 1908-1953," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-21489-24273-28?cc=1307272 : accessed 29 May 2015), 1943 > 08701-11700 > image 3225 of 3255.: accessed 29 May 2015), 1943 > 08701-11700 > image 3225 of 3255.]  [183: 
 "Florida Death Index, 1877-1998," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VVN7-9H3 : accessed 6 May 2015), Ina Hoffses, 1951; from "Florida Death Index, 1877-1998," index, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : 2004); citing vol. 1452, certificate number 3840, Florida Department of Health, Office of Vital Records, Jacksonville.]  [184: 
 Conncecticut Death Index, 1949 – 2012, database (www.ancestry.com: accessed 9 May 2015) entry for Minnie Arey; citing Connecticut Department of Health. Connecticut Death Index, 1949-2001. Hartford, CT, USA: Connecticut Department of Health.] 


21. Hans Jensen, Fireman Second Class, was born in Nebraska. He was the son of Chris Jensen, who emigrated from Denmark, and his wife Consan who was from Michigan. The 1900 US Census lists brothers Thorval, James, and Hans.[endnoteRef:185] In September of 1918, Hans was working as a long shoreman in Washington State and enlisted for the draft. He reported that he was born on June 8, 1899, and that Constan was his closet relative. He was described as tall with a medium build, blue eyes, and light hair. [endnoteRef:186] Hans was counted at home with Constan in the 1920 US Census. His parents had adopted a three-year-old girl named Marie.[endnoteRef:187] Hans enlisted in the Navy in Kansas City, Missouri on December 16, 1920.[endnoteRef:188]  He served on the USS Charleston and transferred to the Conestoga on January 17, 1921.[endnoteRef:189] Hans’ brother Thorval Johnson was born on December 26, 1896.[endnoteRef:190] In 1942, he enlisted for the Draft and listed his mother as the family contact, suggesting that he was single.[endnoteRef:191] Thorval died in Los Angeles, California in April of 1966.[endnoteRef:192]   [185: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M317-QJX : accessed 29 Oct 2014), Hans Jensen in household of Chris Jensen, Blair Township, Washington, Nebraska, United States; citing sheet 9B, family 179, NARA microfilm publication T623, FHL microfilm 1240941.]  [186: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1971-26303-33167-57?cc=1968530 : accessed 1 June 2015), Washington > Tacoma City no 2; A-M > image 2856 of 4241; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).]  [187: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MC2Q-6RR : accessed 11 Oct 2014), Hans Jensen in household of Chris Jensen, Red Cloud, Webster, Nebraska, United States; citing sheet 1A, family 9, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1821003.]  [188: 
 Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4.]  [189: 
 Hans Jensen, Jan 17, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [190: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-26453-2117-26?cc=1968530 : accessed 30 December 2014), Nebraska > Webster County; A-Z > image 1003 of 2333; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [191: 
 "United States World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1-16373-130150-95?cc=1861144 : accessed 30 December 2014), 004669515 > image 2185 of 2830. Citing NARA microfilm publications M1936, M1937, M1939, M1951, M1962, M1964, M1986, M2090 and M2097, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [192: 
 "United States Social Security Death Index," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/JTQK-R6N : accessed 30 December 2014), Thorval Jensen, Apr 1966; citing U.S. Social Security Administration, Death Master File, database (Alexandria, Virginia: National Technical Information Service, ongoing).] 


22. William Walter Johnson, Fireman First Class, was born on June 12, 1891 in Missouri.  He was the son of William Robert Johnson and Cornelia Estelee Johnson. The 1910 US census lists him as age 18 and working outside of the home. His mother Cornelia had given birth to 12 children and nine were living at the time.[endnoteRef:193] William married Edna Jewel Stroud in Boonville, Missouri on August 30, 1915. It appears that Johnson went by his middle name. The marriage license was issued under the name Walter W. Johnson.[endnoteRef:194] William registered for the draft on June 5, 1917 and told the registrar that he was a barber.[endnoteRef:195] The young Johnson family was recorded together on January 2, 1920 for the US Census. Again, he was listed as Walter William Johnson. Their daughter Harriet Estelee, age four, was listed by her middle name. William W. Johnson, Jr. was age 2.[endnoteRef:196] William Walter Johnson was one of the men who transferred to the Conestoga after the last Muster Roll was turned in on March 24, 1921.  [193: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MLM8-P6N : accessed 28 May 2015), William R Johnson, West Benton, Webster, Missouri, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 128, sheet 11B, family 256, NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,374,841.]  [194: 
 “Missouri, Marriage Records, 1805-2002,” index and images Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : accessed 28 May 20150, marriage license and registration of Walter W. Johnson and Edna Stroud, Saline, MO, 30 Aug 2015; citing Missouri Marriage Records. Jefferson City, MO, USA: Missouri State Archives. Microfilm. ]  [195: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-25124-100922-90?cc=1968530 : accessed 06 Nov 2014), Missouri > Kansas City no 6; E-Z > image 1451 of 4968; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [196: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M88Z-ZSL : accessed 28 May 2015), Walter W Johnson, Marshall Ward 4, Saline, Missouri, United States; citing sheet 1B, family 27, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,820,962.] 


Edna Johnson wrote to the Navy on June 25, 1921.  On July 11, 1921, Rear Admiral Thomas Washington replied to the widow’s letter. He informed Edna that her husband transferred to the Conestoga on March 25, 1921, which was the same day the ship left Mare Island. He wrote, “The Bureau regrets exceedingly” that Mrs. Johnson had not been informed earlier.[endnoteRef:197]  On October 30, 1921, William’s father wrote to the Department of Justice Bureau of Investigation’s Director William J. Burns asking for assistance.[endnoteRef:198] Burns was a famous detective and Johnson was understandably desperate for answers after the Conestoga disappeared.  Burns forwarded the letter to the Department of Navigation.[endnoteRef:199] A representative from the Bureau of Navigation responded to Burns’ letter on November 29, 1921. He wrote that the Johnson family was informed that the search for the vessel failed and the crew was declared dead on June 30, 1921.[endnoteRef:200] According to a family member, their youngest son George was born in December of 1920. Edna died in Tulsa, Oklahoma in 1971. The family member posted several photos of Edna Stroud Johnson on their online family tree.[endnoteRef:201]  [197: 
 Rear Admiral Thomas Washington, Washington, DC to Edna Jewell Johnson, Sapulpa, Oklahoma, July 11, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; file # 16394-96; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.]  [198: 
 William R. Johnson, Sanger, California to William J. Burns, Director of Bureau of Investigation, Washington, DC, Oct. 30, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.]  [199: 
 W. J. Burns to J.F. Carlson, Bureau of Navigation, Washington, DC, Nov. 11. 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [200: 
 C.B. Hatch, Bureau of Navigation, Washington, DC, to W.J. Burns, Nov. 29, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.]  [201: 
 Public Member Trees,” database, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 12 Oct 2014), “Stroud Family Tree” family tree by “1_shirleystroud,”, profile for Edna Stroud Johnson, posted 25 March 2013.] 


23. Ernest Larkin Jones, Lieutenant; was born in 1880 to Joshua and Roseanna Jones of Walnut Grove, Kansas.[endnoteRef:202] In 1910, he was the Chief Boilermaker of the USS Minnesota.[endnoteRef:203] In August of 1916, Earnest was treated for nerve pain at Chelsea Naval Hospital in Chelsea, Massachusetts. According to the hospital registry, he had been in the Navy for twelve years, and last enlisted on January 14, 1913.[endnoteRef:204] The 1920 US Census listed him as commander of the USS Conestoga.[endnoteRef:205] His wife Loretta P. Forgarty Jones and daughter Pauline, a toddler, were living in Newport, Rhode Island with Loretta’s three sisters, brother, and their father, Edward Fogarty.[endnoteRef:206] The 1930 Census recorded Edward Fogarty, and Loretta and Pauline Jones, who was by then, age 12, living together.[endnoteRef:207] The 1940 Rhode Island State Census recorded Loretta as widowed, living in the same home she had shared with her family and working as a hair dresser.[endnoteRef:208] [202: 
 "United States Census, 1880," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MF56-S3P : accessed 9 November 2015), Earnest L Jones in household of Joshua B Jones, Walnut Grove, Neosho, Kansas, United States; citing enumeration district 174, sheet 303A, NARA microfilm publication T9 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.), roll 0391; FHL microfilm 1,254,391.]  [203: 
 "United States Census, 1910," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-25141-47247-80?cc=1727033 : accessed 9 November 2015),  &gt; image 1 of 1; citing NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).]  [204: 
 “Chelsea, Massachusetts, Navy General Register of Patients, 1872-1916,” Earnest L. Larkin, images 147 and 148; index and images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 9 Nov 2015), citing General Register of Patients 1872–1917, Records of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, 1812–1975, RG 52, NAB, DC.]  [205: 
 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:SP8Y-DP8 : accessed 9 November 2015), Ernest L Jones, Norfolk, Virginia, United States; citing sheet 142A, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,822,041.]  [206: 
 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MJVB-HKJ : accessed 18 January 2016), Loretta P Jones in household of Edward H Fogarty, Newport Ward 2, Newport, Rhode Island, United States; citing sheet 6B, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,670.]  [207: 
 "United States Census, 1930", database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XMZV-K33 : accessed 18 January 2016), Loretta Jones, 1930.]  [208: 
 "Rhode Island State Census, 1935," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-267-11569-75623-42?cc=1529126 : accessed 18 January 2016), 004437463 > image 3286 of 5720; State Archives, Providence.] 


24. George Franklin Kaler, Chief Machinist’s Mate, was born on November 1, 1888. He was the only child of stone cutter William Kaler and Anna Marie Cook of Ohio. The couple married on July 3, 1886.[endnoteRef:209] [endnoteRef:210] George Enlisted in the Navy in New Orleans on August 5, 1917. He transferred to the Conestoga from the USS Hannibal.[endnoteRef:211] George’s mother wrote to the Secretary of the Navy on May 25, 1921. She told him that she had no word from her son in two months. She was reading conflicting reports and understandably wanted “authentic information” from the Navy.[endnoteRef:212] Lieutenant Commander E.D. Capehart adapted a form letter he was sending to the families during that period of the search telling Mrs. Kaler that a search had been conducted, but there was still hope of finding the lost vessel.[endnoteRef:213]  [209: 
 "Ohio, Marriages, 1800-1958," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XDV9-SZT : accessed 28 May 2015), William Kaler and Anna Cook, 03 Jul 1886; citing Ottawa, Ohio, reference ; FHL microfilm 0475913 V. A-B.]  [210: 
 "Ohio, Deaths, 1908-1953," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XZTB-PQY : accessed 28 May 2015), William Kaler in entry for Anna Marie Kaler, 23 Nov 1942; citing Oak Harbor, Ottawa, Ohio, reference fn 68389; FHL microfilm 2,024,038.]  [211: 
 George F. Kaler, Dec. 31, 1920, p. 1, line 22, and continuation p. 1, line 22; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [212: 
 Mrs. William Kaler, Toledo, OH to the Secretary of the Navy, May 25, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG  80; NAB, DC.]  [213: 
 Lieutenant Commander E.D. Capehart to Mrs. William Kaler, May 31, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG  80; NAB, DC. ] 


In 1930, George’s parents lived in Oak Harbor, Ohio. William was working as an elevator operator.[endnoteRef:214] A white marble marker in honor of George was placed by the family at Oak Harbor Cemetery in Ottawa County, Ohio.[endnoteRef:215] The beautiful monument is the same style his parents selected for themselves. Anna died in 1942[endnoteRef:216] and William died in 1947.[endnoteRef:217] A family member inherited the photos of the Kaler family and posted a very well-researched tribute to George and his parents on their online tree. The tree includes attached documents, several portraits of the family members at various stages in their lives, as well as their former homes.[endnoteRef:218] Although this branch of the family has no direct descendants, it is clear that they are remembered with admiration and love.  [214: 
 "United States Census, 1930," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:X4HB-4B8 : accessed 28 May 2015), William Kaler, Oak Harbor, Ottawa, Ohio, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 0021, sheet 3B, family 88, line 91, NARA microfilm publication T626 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2002), roll 1860; FHL microfilm 2,341,594.]  [215: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 5 Dec 2015), photograph, “monument for George F. Kaler, Memorial No. 94476320, Records of the Salem Township Union Cemetery/Oak Harbor Union Cemetery, Ottawa County, Ohio,;” photograph © .]  [216: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 5 Dec 2015), photograph, “gravestone for Anna M. Kaler, Memorial No. 994476240, Records of the Salem Township Union Cemetery/Oak Harbor Union Cemetery, Ottawa County, Ohio,;” photograph © .]  [217: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 5 Dec 2015), photograph, “gravestone for William  Kaler, Memorial No. 94073754, Records of the Salem Township Union Cemetery/Oak Harbor Union Cemetery, Ottawa County, Ohio,;” photograph © .]  [218: 
 “Public Member Trees,” database, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 12 Oct 2014), “Hess-Gocke-Withrow” family tree by “Peter F. Hess, profile for George F. Kaler, posted 25 March 2013.] 


25. Edwin Peter Kortis, Seaman, was born in 1903. He was the son of Frank and Regina Lotz Kortis of Wheeling, West Virginia.[endnoteRef:219] Edward’s siblings were: Frank Joseph, born in 1895;[endnoteRef:220] Mary, born in 1903; and Clarence, born in 1907; [endnoteRef:221] Harold, born in 1910; and Madelyn, born in 1913.[endnoteRef:222]  [219: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MPNM-CVP : accessed 10 Oct 2014), Frank Kortis, Wheeling Ward 4, Ohio, West Virginia, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 124, sheet 4B, family 95, NARA microfilm publication T624, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1375705.]  [220: 
 West Virginia Births and Christenings, 1853-1928," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/X5YS-25L : accessed 30 December 2014), Francis Joseph Kortis in entry for Francis Joseph Kortis, 29 Jan 1895; citing Wheeling, Ohio, West Virginia, reference ; FHL microfilm 1,992,596.]  [221: 
"United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MPNM-CVT : accessed 30 December 2014), Kortis in household of Frank Kortis, Wheeling Ward 4, Ohio, West Virginia, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 124, sheet 4B, family 95, NARA microfilm publication T624, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,375,705.]  [222: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MN24-CSR : accessed 30 December 2014), Harold Kortis in household of Frank Kortis, Wheeling Ward 4, Ohio, West Virginia, United States; citing sheet 7A, family 138, NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,821,967.] 


Edward enlisted in the Navy in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on May 29, 1919. He transferred to the Conestoga at Hampton Roads, Virginia on October 14, 1920.[endnoteRef:223] Regina Kortis was interviewed for an article in The Wheeling Register. The June 23, 1921 report included a grainy snapshot of Edwin. Regina Kortis told the reporter that she was hopeful her son would be found. He was a graduate of Cathedral High School, and served in the Panama Canal Zone.[endnoteRef:224]  [223: 
 Edwin P. Kortis, Dec 31, 1920, p. 1 line 24, p. 1 continued line 24; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.
]  [224:  “Wheeling Boy Missing with Lost Naval Tug,” 23 June 1921, p. 1, The Wheeling Register (Wheeling, W.VA), microfilm May 1, 1921 – June 30, 1921; Library of Congress, Madison Building, Washington, DC.] 


Edwin’s father Frank Sr. died in 1925. [endnoteRef:225] Harold married Virginia Beck in 1936.[endnoteRef:226] Frank Jr. married Mary Garner in 1938.[endnoteRef:227] In 1940, Regina was living with her daughter Madelyn.[endnoteRef:228] Regina died in December of 1942.[endnoteRef:229] Frank Jr. died on June 9, 1959.[endnoteRef:230] [225: 
 "West Virginia Deaths, 1804-1999," database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NMKH-V3J : accessed 15 February 2016), Frank Joseph Kortes, 13 Sep 1925; citing Wheeling, Ohio, West Virginia, County Records, v 55 cn 875, county courthouses, West Virginia; FHL microfilm 857,601.]  [226: 
 “West Virginia Marriages, 1780-1970," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FY1D-15M : accessed 30 December 2014), Harold J Kortis and Virginia Beck, 1936; citing Ohio, West Virginia, United States, , county clerks, West Virginia; FHL microfilm 862,718
]  [227:  "West Virginia Marriages, 1780-1970," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FY1L-2BH : accessed 30 December 2014), Francis J Kortis and Mary Marine Garner, 1938; citing Ohio, West Virginia, United States, county clerks, West Virginia; FHL microfilm 862,723.
]  [228:  "United States Census, 1940," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-27897-4768-60?cc=2000219 : accessed 30 December 2014), West Virginia > Ohio > Union Magisterial District, Wheeling > 35-58 Union Magisterial District, Wheeling City > image 32 of 56; citing NARA digital publication of T627, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.
]  [229:  "West Virginia Deaths, 1804-1999," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/N9HL-SVJ : accessed 30 December 2014), Regina Kortis, 14 Dec 1942; citing Wheeling, Ohio, West Virginia, County Records, Serial #1115, county courthouses, West Virginia; FHL microfilm 857,620.]  [230: 
 "West Virginia Deaths, 1804-1999," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/NMY7-K3P : accessed 30 December 2014), Francis Joseph Kortis, 06 Jun 1959; citing Wheeling, Ohio, West Virginia, County Records, sn 465, county courthouses, West Virginia; FHL microfilm 857,651.] 


26. Joseph Matthew Krueger, Yeoman First Class, was born in Holyoake, Massachusetts on February 10, 1898. His parents were Jacob and Elizabeth Callahan Kreuter. Joseph was the eldest child in the family. Elizabeth was from Ireland and her husband was from Germany.[endnoteRef:231] Joseph enlisted in the Navy on August 28, 1920. He was received by the Conestoga in Philadelphia on November 13, 1920.[endnoteRef:232]  In the 1920 US Census, Joseph was listed at the Philadelphia Navy Yard.[endnoteRef:233] He was also listed in his family’s home in1920. His siblings were: George, born in 1901; Charles, born in 1904; Harold, born in 1907; Clare, born in 1909; Mary, born in 1913; and William born in 1916.[endnoteRef:234]  A death notice ran in a Springfield, Massachusetts newspaper on July 19, 1921. “Jacob Kreuter, building inspector, today received official word from the navy department of the death of his son, Joseph M. Kreuter, a first-class yeoman, who was first reported missing tug “Conestoga.”[endnoteRef:235] [231: 
 "Massachusetts, Births, 1841-1915," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-267-12894-110462-36?cc=1536925 : accessed 06 Nov 2014), 004341225 > image 627 of 732; Massachusetts Archives, Boston.]  [232: 
 Joseph M. Kreuter, Nov 16, 1920; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [233: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MF1V-VBB : accessed 06 Nov 2014), Joseph M Kreuter, Philadelphia Ward 39, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States; citing sheet 33B, family , NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1821639.]  [234: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MXB7-WLG : accessed 30 December 2014), William Kreuter in household of Jacob Kreuter, Holyoke Ward 6, Hampden, Massachusetts, United States; citing sheet 1B, family 15, NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,820,700.]  [235: 
 Local items, no title, 19 July 1921, Springfield (Springfield, MA), p.9.] 


In 1930, Joseph’s sister Clare was single and a patient at the Holyoke City Sanatorium, which treated tubercular patients.[endnoteRef:236]  In the 1940 US Census, Harold was listed as a single lodger in San Diego, California. It was noted that he was unable to work.[endnoteRef:237] Charles was single and worked in New York State as a pipe fitter.[endnoteRef:238] Harold died in San Diego, on August 31, 1946.[endnoteRef:239] A Mary Kreuter, born about 1913 was a patient at the Belchertown State School for the Feeble-Minded.[endnoteRef:240] William married Eva Schmelling, and they had two children before divorcing in 1976.[endnoteRef:241] William died in San Diego on September 11, 1983.[endnoteRef:242] His son Scott William Kreuter was born in 1947,[endnoteRef:243]and daughter his Susan Regina Kreuter was born in 1950.[endnoteRef:244] [236: 
 "United States Census, 1930," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/XQG4-J4K : accessed 30 December 2014), Clare Kreuter, Holyoke, Hampden, Massachusetts, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 0140, sheet 18A, line 21, NARA microfilm publication T626, (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2002), roll 906; FHL microfilm 2,340,641.]  [237: 
 "United States Census, 1940," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/K9HD-QBG : accessed 30 December 2014), Harold Kreuter in household of Mary B Venters, Councilmanic District 3, San Diego, San Diego Judicial Township, San Diego, California, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 62-69, sheet 2A, family 33, NARA digital publication of T627, roll 452, NARA digital publication of T627, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [238: 
"United States Census, 1940," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/KQBM-QGP : accessed 30 December 2014), Charles J Kreuter, Ward 2, Syracuse, Syracuse City, Onondaga, New York, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 66-35, sheet 61B, family 165, NARA digital publication of T627, roll 2853, NARA digital publication of T627, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [239: 
 "California, Death Index, 1940-1997," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VPQK-L6J : accessed 30 December 2014), Harold J Kreuter, 31 Aug 1946; Department of Public Health Services, Sacramento.]  [240: 
 "United States Census, 1940," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/K4F3-2V3 : accessed 30 December 2014), Mary Kreuter, Belchertown Town, Hampshire, Massachusetts, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 8-10, sheet 9B, NARA digital publication of T627, roll 1599, NARA digital publication of T627, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [241: 
 "California, Divorce Index, 1966-1984," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VPTX-3G8 : accessed 30 December 2014), Eva R Schmelling and William E Kreuter, Mar 1976; from "California, Divorce Index, 1966-1984," Ancestry; citing San Diego, California, Health Statistics, California Department of Health Services, Sacramento.]  [242: 
 "California, Death Index, 1940-1997," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VPNX-LRW : accessed 30 December 2014), William Edward Kreuter, 11 Sep 1983; Department of Public Health Services, Sacramento.]  [243: 
 "California, Birth Index, 1905-1995," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VLNL-B57 : accessed 30 December 2014), Schmelling in entry for Scott William Kreuter, 08 Oct 1947; citing San Diego, California, United States, Department of Health Services, Vital Statistics Department, Sacramento.]  [244: 
 "California, Birth Index, 1905-1995," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/V2TQ-FF7 : accessed 30 December 2014), Schmelling in entry for Susan Regina Kreuter, 10 Sep 1950; citing San Diego, California, United States, Department of Health Services, Vital Statistics Department, Sacramento.] 


27. Eryle Bond Laverick, Fireman Third Class, was born about 1901. He was the son of William E. Laverick, who died in 1915, and Lois Bond Laverick who died in September of 1919.[endnoteRef:245]  Eryle is listed in the 1920 US Census living with his grandparents James and Elizabeth Bond of Franklin, Illinois.[endnoteRef:246] Eyrle enlisted in the Navy in Norfolk, Virginia on October 14, 1920. He was received by the Conestoga at Hampton Roads on October 29, 1920.[endnoteRef:247]  His grandfather James Bond was his next-of-kin.[endnoteRef:248] William and Lois Laverick were buried at Diamond Grove Cemetery in Jacksonville, Illinois. James Bond died in 1927 and Elizabeth Hook Bond died in 1929. Their daughters Alice Bond Challans, and Nellie, and Blanche, who apparently did not marry, were buried in the family plot at Diamond Grove.[endnoteRef:249]  [245: 
 "Illinois Deaths and Stillbirths, 1916-1947," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/N32Y-TQ9 : accessed 5 January 2015), Lois M. Laverick, 23 Sep 1919; Public Board of Health, Archives, Springfield; FHL microfilm 1,562,399.]  [246: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MJHR-3ZN : accessed 12 Oct 2014), Eryle B Laverick in household of James Bond, Franklin, Morgan, Illinois, United States; citing sheet 3B, family 83, NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1820395.]  [247: 
 Eryle B. Laverick, Dec 31, 1920, p. 1 line 28, continuation p. 1 line 28; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [248: 
 Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4.]  [249: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 5 Dec 2015), photograph, “monument for Bond family, Memorial No. 120674111, Records of the Diamond Grove Cemetery, Morgan County. Illinois;” photograph © Jean Whelan Booton.] 


28. Theodore Marius Liisberg, Machinist’s Mate Second Class, was born about 1904. He was the son of John M. and Olise Liisberg of in Tillamook, Oregon. By 1920, the couple had divorced and Theodore lived with his mother[endnoteRef:250]  He enlisted in the Navy on June 10, 1920.  He served on the USS Eagle and transferred to the Conestoga on January 17, 1921.[endnoteRef:251] John was a commercial mariner and had visited his son above the Conestoga. On May 15, 1921, he wrote to the Secretary of the Navy expressing disgust and frustration that the ship was overdue at Pearl Harbor for 30 days before the search began.  Based on his visits to the ship, Liisberg alleged that the ship sailed without radio equipment.[endnoteRef:252] On May 28, 1921 Admiral R.E. Coontz replied to Liisberg that the Conestoga was indeed equipped with a radio and wireless telephone. He told Theodore’s father that the delay in search was due to an erroneous report from April 5, 1921 that the tug had arrived at Pearl Harbor.[endnoteRef:253] Coontz’ assertion regarding the radio is backed up by an inspection report dated December 30, 1919 and received by the Office of Chief of Naval Operations on January 16, 1920. “Radio set has recently been thoroughly overhauled at Norfolk, Navy Yard and is in very good condition.”[endnoteRef:254]  On June 7, 1921, John wrote to Coontz from the Standard Oil ship SS Sylvan Arrow with questions regarding the search and theories as to what happened. He asserted that he knew and liked E.L. Jones, but based on professional background, he questioned Jones’ ability to command a ship, “It is a matter of record the Lieutenant E.L. Jones was an electricians, took a course in navigation and received his commission as Lieutenant during the war; hence he was not an experienced navigator or seaman.” He went on to say that the Conestoga was purchased from Standard Oil. He asked for the reason that the ship embarked despite the heavy gales. To Liisberg, it was “evident that the ship was lost in the gales.”[endnoteRef:255] Coontz replied with particulars about the search, citing memoranda. He told Liisberg that the loss was due to an accident.  He was not aware of any issues with E.L. Jones’ command of the vessel on the previous voyage from Norfolk to California.[endnoteRef:256] Theodore’s mother Olise continued to live in Oregon on a dairy farm. On March 15, 1926, the US Court of Claims awarded Olise an additional $200 for her son’s final pay.[endnoteRef:257] After a long career at sea, John died in San Francisco on June 8, 1925.[endnoteRef:258] [250: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M4ZP-KT6 : accessed 11 Oct 2014), Theodore Lisberg in household of Olisa Lisberg, Hoguarton, Tillamook, Oregon, United States; citing sheet 1A, family 5, NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1821504.]  [251: 
 Theodore M. Liisberg, Jan 17, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [252: 
 John Liisberg, San Francisco, CA to Secretary Demby, May 15, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [253: 
 R.E. Coontz, Admiral, US Navy to John Liisberg, May 28, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [254: 
 “Report of Material Inspection of “USS Conestoga” Held Dec. 30, 1919 By Board of Inspection and Survey,” item 43; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [255: 
 John Liisberg to R.E. Countz, June 17 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [256: 
 R.E. Coontz to John Liisberg, June 20, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [257: 
 Judgements Rendered by the Court of Claims for the Year Ending December 4, 1926, Document 557, p. 11; United States Serial Set, Vol. 8734; 69th Congress 2nd Session; GenealogyBank(www.genealogybank.com :  accessed 14 March 2016).]  [258: 
 “California, San Francisco Area Funeral Home Records, 1895-1985,” Ancestry, (www.ancestry.com :  12 May 2015),  John M. Liisberg, 8 June 1925; digital images citing San Francisco Area Funeral Home Records, 1895-1985, Microfilm publication, 1129 rolls, Researchity, San Francisco, California.] 


29. Louis Arthur Liscomb, Machinist, was born in Kansas about 1883. His parents were L.W. and Sarah Liscomb, originally from West Virginia.  The family was counted in Nickerson, Kansas the 1885 Kansas State Census. Louis had siblings Edward, Irene, and Mamie, which is a nickname for Mary.[endnoteRef:259] He was enumerated on Mare Island, California in the 1910 US Census while serving on the USS West Virginia.[endnoteRef:260] According to the New York Times, his next-of-kin was his brother, Edward Tindle Liscomb, who lived in Colorado.[endnoteRef:261] While Louis had no children of his own, he had a namesake.  His brother Edward had a son named Louis who was born in 1904.[endnoteRef:262] On May 17, 1921, Edward wrote to the Department of the Navy. He asked for any information of the loss and that should Louis’ remains be recovered, that he be brought to Salida, Colorado for burial.[endnoteRef:263] On March 15, 1926, Edward was awarded an additional $535 for his late brother’s pay by the US Court of Claims.[endnoteRef:264] [259: 
 “Kansas State Census, 1885-1925,” index and images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 10 Oct 2015), citing 1885 Kansas State Census; Microfilm reels K-1 – K-146; Kansas State Historical Society.]  [260: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MRSG-14F : accessed 6 April 2015),  Louis A. Liscomb, USS West Virginia, California, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 193, sheet 6A, NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,375,797.]  [261: 
 Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4.]  [262: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MX2H-P4K : accessed 6 April 2015), Edward Liscomb, Salida, Chaffee, Colorado, United States; citing sheet 7A, family 139, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,820,156.]  [263: 
 E. T. Liscomb, Pueblo, Colorado to Dept. of the Navy, Washington, DC, May 17, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [264: 
 Judgements Rendered by the Court of Claims for the Year Ending December 4, 1926, Document 557, p. 11; United States Serial Set, Vol. 8734; 69th Congress 2nd Session; GenealogyBank(www.genealogybank.com :  accessed 14 March 2016).] 


30. William Thomas Manchester, Quartermaster Third Class, was born about 1901. He was the son of William B. Manchester and his wife Jennie of Bergen, New Jersey and Denver, Colorado. In addition to William T., the couple had sons Louis C., born in 1900, Bernard, born in 1903, and daughter Gladys, born in 1910.[endnoteRef:265] William B. Manchester remarried to Florence Proctor in June of 1919.[endnoteRef:266] William T. Manchester enlisted in the Navy on January 24, 1919. He served on the USS South Carolina and transferred to the Conestoga on February 15, 1921.[endnoteRef:267] An article in the Denver Post dated June 1, 1921 reported that the family lived at 207 S. Lincoln St., and William was the nephew of Mrs. William Mayfield of 815 S Pearl St., Denver.[endnoteRef:268] On March 15, 1926, The US Court of Claims awarded William’s father an additional $155 for his son’s final pay.[endnoteRef:269] The 1940 US Census lists William Manchester as divorced and living alone in San Diego, California. He died on October 29, 1948.[endnoteRef:270]   [265: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MKR1-YB9 : accessed 5 January 2015), William B Manchester, Midland, Bergen, New Jersey, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 32, sheet 8A, family 188, NARA microfilm publication T624, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,374,882.]  [266: 
 "Colorado Statewide Marriage Index, 1853-2006," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/KNQD-BN1 : accessed 5 January 2015), William B Manchester and Florence Proctor, 26 Jun 1919, Denver, Denver, Colorado, United States; citing p. 72278, State Archives, Denver; FHL microfilm 1,690,104 .]  [267: 
 William T. Manchester, Feb 15, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [268: 
 “Denver Resident Member of Crew Of Missing Tug,” Denver Post (Denver, Colorado) 1 June 1921, p. 14. ]  [269: 
 Judgements Rendered by the Court of Claims for the Year Ending December 4, 1926, Document 557, p. 11; United States Serial Set, Vol. 8734; 69th Congress 2nd Session; GenealogyBank(www.genealogybank.com :  accessed 14 March 2016).]  [270: 
 "California, Death Index, 1940-1997," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VG5G-ZBS : accessed 6 January 2015), William Bostwick Manchester, 29 Oct 1948; Department of Public Health Services, Sacramento.] 


31. Louis Anthony Marchione, Fireman Third Class, was born on September 7, 1899. He registered for the draft on September 12, 1918. He was employed as a shipbuilder at the Port of Newark. Louis was described as having a stout build and was short. He had brown eyes and black hair.[endnoteRef:271] Louis was the youngest child of Salvatore and Maria Marchione who emigrated from Italy and made their new home in Brooklyn, New York.[endnoteRef:272] On January 7, 1920 the family was enumerated in the 1920 US Census. Louis was living with his parents, his sister, Concetta Aloisio and her husband Frank.[endnoteRef:273]  He also had a brother, Joseph and sisters Josie and Ann.[endnoteRef:274] Louis enlisted in the Navy in Brooklyn on March 27, 1920. He was received by the Conestoga at Submarine Base Coco Solo in the Panama Canal Zone on December 12, 1920.[endnoteRef:275]  [271: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1961-26516-5484-62?cc=1968530 : accessed 12 Oct 2014), New York > New York City no 30; A-O > image 4261 of 4988; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [272: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MJ5S-HMR : accessed 12 Oct 2014), Salvatore Marchione in household of Frank Aloisio, Brooklyn Assembly District 4, Kings, New York, United States; citing sheet 6B, family 109, NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1821150.]  [273: 
 "United States Census, 1920," Database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MJ5S-HMY : accessed 18 June 2015), Louie Marchione in household of Frank Aloisio, Brooklyn Assembly District 4, Kings, New York, United States; citing sheet 6B, family 109, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,150.]  [274: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M5QN-CPJ : accessed 7 January 2015), Salvatore Machione, Brooklyn Ward 21, Kings, New York, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 478, sheet 11B, family 220, NARA microfilm publication T624, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,374,981.]  [275: 
 Louis A. Marchione, 21 Dec 1920, p. 1 line 31, p. 1 continued line 31; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.] 


The June 23, 1921 issue of The Brooklyn Standard reported that Louis’ mother was “near collapse.” His sister Mary told the reporter that Louis was a devoted son who gave his pay to his parents to help the family. They received Louis’ last letter on March 28, 1921.[endnoteRef:276] Frank and Concetta Aloisio named a son born soon after the loss of the Conestoga Louis.[endnoteRef:277] [276: 
 “Mother Grieves For Missing Sailor Son,” 28 June 1921 The Brooklyn Standard (Brooklyn, NY) Old Fulton Postcards (http://www.fultonhistory.com: accessed 2 Feb 2016). ]  [277: 
 "United States Census, 1940," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/KQ9D-NWH : accessed 12 Oct 2014), Louis Aloisio in household of Frank Aloisio, Assembly District 11, Brooklyn, New York City, Kings, New York, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 24-1232, sheet 8A, family 134, NARA digital publication of T627, roll 2578, NARA digital publication of T627, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.] 


32. Clarence Leroy McIlwain, Seaman, born in 1900, was the son of Richard and Maggie Pickett McIlwain.[endnoteRef:278] The family lived in Pratt, Alabama. In 1910 Clarence had six siblings living in the home.[endnoteRef:279] By January of 1920, there were ten children in the home and Clarence was working at a chemical plant.[endnoteRef:280] Clarence enlisted in the Navy in Birmingham on June 14, 1920.[endnoteRef:281] The log of the Conestoga recorded that Clarence was Court Martialed. The log does not reveal any allegations, but reported that Clarence was acquitted of the charges against him on February 7, 1921.[endnoteRef:282]  [278: 
 "Alabama, Marriages, 1816-1957," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FQNV-VYN : accessed 06 Nov 2014), Richard Mcilwain and Maggie Pickett, 25 May 1893; citing reference ; FHL microfilm 1299244.]  [279: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MK7Q-HJP : accessed 28 May 2015), Richard Mcillwaine, Birmingham Ward 14, Jefferson, Alabama, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 92, sheet 6B, family 120, NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,374,033.
]  [280:  "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MX84-GKT : accessed 28 May 2015), Clarence Mcilwane in household of Richard Mcilwane, Birmingham, Jefferson, Alabama, United States; citing sheet 13B, family 394, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,820,022.]  [281: 
 Clarence McIlwain, 21 Dec 1920, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [282: 
 Clarence McIlwain,  Feb. 7, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921, p. 19; RG 24; NAB, D.C.] 


Clarence’s mother Margaret died in 1932 and Richard died in 1938. They were buried at Fraternal Cemetery in Jefferson County, Alabama. [endnoteRef:283]  [283: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 7 Dec 2015), photograph, “monument for Richard and Margaret McIlwain, Memorial No. 82002528,  Fraternal Cemetery, Jefferson County, Alabama;” contributor Leigh Ann; photograph © Shirley Butler.] 


33. [bookmark: _GoBack]Martin Phillip McKeigh, Quartermaster First Class, was born on November 7, 1894. He was the son of James and Rose McKeigh of Calhoun County in Lohrville, Iowa, who had a large family (11 daughters and one son).[endnoteRef:284] Martin enlisted in the Navy on February 8, 1912 to November 6, 1915, and again for his second reenlistment April 16, 1917, to June 30, 1921. He was on leave when he married 19-year-old Enola M. Anderson on February 7, 1920. She was the daughter of William Anderson and Alice Speer.[endnoteRef:285] Enola lived at 1621 Pleasant St., Des Moines, Iowa.[endnoteRef:286] Martin was received by the Conestoga at the US Naval Recruiting Station in San Francisco on March 8, 1921.[endnoteRef:287]  No evidence of Martin and Enola having children was found. A marker in Martin’s honor was placed at St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Calhoun County, Iowa.[endnoteRef:288] Enola moved to California and married Ralph Smith in July of 1923.[endnoteRef:289] The 1930 US Census counted the Smiths in Los Angeles, California with no children in the home. Ralph was a pharmacist, and Enola was a homemaker.[endnoteRef:290] Martin’s father James McKeigh died in 1941, and his mother Rose died in 1967. They were buried in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, where Martin’s marker was placed.[endnoteRef:291] Enola Smith died in Los Angeles on December 8, 1972.[endnoteRef:292] [284: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M92W-JS8 : accessed 06 Nov 2014), James Mc Keigh, Union township Lohrville town, Calhoun, Iowa, United States; citing sheet 12A, family 224, NARA microfilm publication T623, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1240421.]  [285: 
 "Iowa, County Marriages, 1838-1934," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/KC4R-Y2J : accessed 06 Nov 2014), Martin Mckeigh and Enola M. Anderson, 07 Feb 1920; citing Des Moines, Polk, Iowa, United States, county courthouses, Iowa.]  [286: 
 “Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4. ]  [287: 
 Martin P. McKeigh, March 10, 1921, Sheet 1; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [288: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 13 Jan 2015), photograph, “monument for Martin P. McKeigh, Memorial No. 23798224,  St. Joseph Cemetery, Calhoun County, Iowa; contributor Burt; photograph © Sarah Black.]  [289: 
 "California, County Marriages, 1850-1952," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/K8N3-5G5 : accessed 12 Oct 2014), Ralph W Smith and Enola Muryl Mckeigh, 09 Jul 1923; citing Los Angeles, California, United States, county courthouses, California; FHL microfilm 2074425.]  [290: 
 "United States Census, 1930," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/XCV7-4CS : accessed 12 Oct 2014), Enola M Smith in household of Ralph W Smith, Los Angeles (Districts 0001-0250), Los Angeles, California, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 0137, sheet 5B, family 108, NARA microfilm publication T626, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 2339873.]  [291: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 13 Jan 2015), “monument for James and Rose Ann McKeigh, Memorial No. 119789399, St. Joseph Cemetery, Calhoun County, Iowa; contributor Burt; photograph © Sarah Black.]  [292: 
 "California Death Index, 1940-1997," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VGT9-DRX : accessed 26 May 2015), Enola M Smith, 08 Dec 1972; Department of Public Health Services, Sacramento.] 


34. Perry Lee McNett, Machinists’ Mate First Class, was born in Burnett County, Texas on April 15, 1897. He was medium height, had blue eyes, and light brown hair.[endnoteRef:293] His parents were Eugene August McNett and Martha McNett. In 1910, Martha was 32-years-old and the mother of eight children. Eugene was a farmer.[endnoteRef:294] Perry enlisted in the Navy on August 28, 1920 and served on a Navy oil barge. He transferred to the Conestoga on January 20, 1921.[endnoteRef:295]  Martha L. Perry McNett was known as Mattie. She died in San Antonio, Texas on May 19, 1934.[endnoteRef:296] Eugene McNett died on September 7, 1947.[endnoteRef:297] [293: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-25078-51316-83?cc=1968530 : accessed 08 Oct 2014), Texas > Brazoria County; K-Z > image 387 of 2276; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [294: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M29X-3N4 : accessed 12 Oct 2014), Eugene A Mc Nett in household of Eugine A Mc Nett, Justice Precinct 1, Calhoun, Texas, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 16, sheet 1A, family 4, NARA microfilm publication T624, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1375548.]  [295: 
Perry L. McNett, Jan 28, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC]  [296: 
 "Texas, Deaths, 1890-1976," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-25177-69530-20?cc=1983324 : accessed 19 May 2015), Death certificates > 1934 > Vol 042, certificates 020501-021000, Apr-May, Wichita-Bexar counties > image 492 of 529; State Registrar Office, Austin.]  [297: 
 "Texas, Deaths, 1890-1976," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-25168-69851-10?cc=1983324 : accessed 19 May 2015), Death certificates > 1946 > Vol 079-086, certificates 039400-042800, Sep, Bell-Swisher counties > image 142 of 3545; State Registrar Office, Austin.] 


35. Willie Oblige Murray, Ships’s Cook Third Class, is listed on the Radio Gram which was glued onto a page in the Conestoga’s Muster Roll and the list of the men lost with the ship.[endnoteRef:298] The articles and other documents regarding the lost tug do not list Murray’s last home town or the name of his next-of-kin. He was a passenger aboard the Conestoga.[endnoteRef:299] It is likely that he was headed to a duty assignment in Pearl Harbor or Samoa.  [298: 
 Dispatch from the Receiving Ship at Mare Island, California, 19 Jul 1921; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [299: 
 Our Navy, Standard Publication of the US Navy, May 1921, p. 18; Google Books (https://books.google.com/ :accessed 9 Oct 2015).] 


36. Wallace Pearl, Mess Attendant Third Class, was born in 1902, and was the son of Albert Pearl and Naomi “Nimmie” Jackson, daughter of William Jackson, who married in Elmore County, Alabama in 1898.[endnoteRef:300] Wallace Pearl had a sister nicknamed “Malla” who was born in 1899.[endnoteRef:301] Before Wallace’s birth, the Pearl family was recorded in the 1900 US Census living in Autauga County, Alabama. Albert was born in January of 1870; Nimmie in May of 1882; and Malla’s given name was Matilda. She was born in December of 1899.[endnoteRef:302]  [300: 
 "Alabama, Marriages, 1816-1957," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FQDN-3XR : accessed 9 January 2015), Albert Pearl and Nimmie Jackson, 09 Feb 1898; citing reference ; FHL microfilm 1,034,782.]  [301: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MKQX-716 : accessed 8 January 2015), Albert Pearl, Precinct 8, Elmore, Alabama, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 78, sheet 17B, family 263, NARA microfilm publication T624, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,374,025.]  [302: 
 United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M9ZL-37P : accessed 9 January 2015), Albert Pearly, Precinct 10 Liberty, Autauga, Alabama, United States; citing sheet 12A, family 214, NARA microfilm publication T623, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,240,001.] 


Wallace enlisted on May 8, 1919.[endnoteRef:303] He was included in the 1920 US Census as a mess attendant on a Navy receiving ship in Brooklyn, New York.[endnoteRef:304] He transferred from the USS Charleston to the Conestoga on February 7, 1921.[endnoteRef:305] [303: 
 Wallace Pearl, Feb. 7, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [304: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MJT7-GRV : accessed 8 January 2015), Wallace Pearl, Brooklyn Assembly District 1, Kings, New York, United States; citing sheet 12A, NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,821,145.]  [305:  Wallace Pearl, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921,  p. 79, box 2; Log Books of US Ships and Stations, 1916-1940; RG 24; NAB, DC.] 


 At the time of Wallace’s death, his mother lived at 2906 Melpomene St., New Orleans. Her name was misspelled “Minnie” by the Navy and appeared misspelled in the New York Times article that listed the lost men and their relatives.[endnoteRef:306] Nimmie Pearl does not appear under that name in the 1920 US Census or in the 1920 or 1921 New Orleans city directory because she has changed her name when she married Milton Williams on April 21, 1919.[endnoteRef:307] The 1920 US Census lists an African American couple, Milton, a carpenter age 50, and Nimmie Williams, age 40, living at 2906 Melpomene St. There were no children in the home.[endnoteRef:308] The 1930 US Census shows Milton, a 60 year-old carpenter, living in Jefferson County, Louisiana with his wife Naomi, who was born in Alabama, in about 1885. Living with them was a woman named Minnie Pearl, who was born in 1879 and listed as never married. Both women were from Alabama. Minnie was listed as a boarder.[endnoteRef:309] She was probably a relative of Albert Pearl who came to live with her former in-law Nimmie. By 1940, Milton had remarried to Sara, who was born in Mississippi. Minnie Pearl was listed as a lodger, who was widowed, and age 60.[endnoteRef:310]  After the loss of the Conestoga, Wallace Pearl Lucas was born to David and Matilda Pearl Lucas of Deatsville, Alabama. He married Louise White in April of 1944.[endnoteRef:311] The 1940 US Census shows that in addition to the son she named after her brother Wallace, Matilda and her husband had at least eight other children and a grandson.[endnoteRef:312] A Google Street View search shows that an old wooden frame house stands close to what was 2908 Melpomene St., New Orleans.  Nimmie’s neighbor’s house gives us a clue to how Nimmie’s home, knocked down long ago, may have looked. Part of the street was widened and rededicated as Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. The site where Nimmie’s home stood is now a parking lot and fast food restaurant.[endnoteRef:313]  [306: 
 Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4.]  [307: 
 New Orleans, Louisiana, Marriage Records Index, 1831-1920, database Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 8 Jan 2015) entry for Milton Williams and Minnie Pearl, 21 Apr 1919; citing Orleans Marriage Indices; Volume: 42; Page: 336; State of Louisiana, Secretary of State, Division of Archives, Records Management, and History, Vital Records Indices. Baton Rouge, LA.]  [308: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MV7W-23D : accessed 8 January 2015), Milton Williams, New Orleans Ward 1, Orleans, Louisiana, United States; citing sheet 13B, family 333, NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,820,618.]  [309: 

 "United States Census, 1930," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/XMYJ-2B9 : accessed 9 January 2015), Milton Williams, Police Jury Ward 1, Jefferson, Louisiana, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 0006, sheet 7A, family 150, line 41, NARA microfilm publication T626, (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2002), roll 796; FHL microfilm 2,340,531.]  [310: 
 "United States Census, 1940," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-27769-2505-18?cc=2000219 : accessed 9 January 2015), Louisiana > Jefferson > Police Jury Ward 1, Gretna > 26-2 Police Jury Ward 1, Gretna City bounded by (N) city limits; (E) city limits; (S) ward line; (W) Southern Pacific Railroad > image 28 of 34; citing NARA digital publication T627 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2012).]  [311: 
 "Alabama, County Marriages, 1809-1950," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-32020-18467-20?cc=1743384 : accessed 9 January 2015), 1954381 (007066766) > image 43 of 1270; county courthouses, Alabama.]  [312: 
 "United States Census, 1940," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/V1GQ-12W : accessed 9 January 2015), Matilda Lucas in household of Dove Lucas, Election Precinct 9, Elmore, Alabama, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 26-17, sheet 10A, family 166, NARA digital publication T627 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2012), roll 28.]  [313: 
 Google Street View, accessed 8 Jan 2015. ] 


37. Wendell Plummer, Seaman Second Class, was the son of Ira and Clara Newberry Plummer of Morgan County, Ohio.[endnoteRef:314] Wendell had a total of four siblings, but one had died by 1900.[endnoteRef:315] [endnoteRef:316]  Ira Plummer died on September 8, 1909.[endnoteRef:317] He and Clara were either in the process of divorce or had divorced and were in a legal dispute over alimony when Ira died by suicide.[endnoteRef:318] Wendell registered for the draft while living in Boston, Massachusetts in September of 1918. He reported that he was born on August 21, 1899.  At the time he was working as a mariner for the United States Shipping Board. He is described as having a medium height and build with blue eyes and brown hair.[endnoteRef:319]  Wendell enlisted in the Navy at Norfolk, Virginia on July 15, 1920.[endnoteRef:320] On May 27, 1921, Wendell’s brother Wibur, who was living in New York City, wrote to the Secretary of the Navy asking for official word on the search.[endnoteRef:321] The family placed a monument for Wendell at the McConnelsville Cemetery in Morgan County, Ohio. Clara died on March 22, 1925 and was buried at McConnelsville Cemetery.[endnoteRef:322] Her death notice reported that she was a respected member of the Zanesville, Ohio Community. Her surviving sons were Grover, Raymond, and Herbert. “There are two sons deceased. Wendell, who died at sea while in government service, and George who passed away quite small.”[endnoteRef:323] A family member posed two photos of Wendell on their online family tree.[endnoteRef:324]  [314: 
 "Ohio, County Births, 1841-2003," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-23316-58201-76?cc=1932106 : accessed 28 Oct 2014), Morgan > Birth registers 1883-1904 vol 2 > image 214 of 254.]  [315: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-266-11863-47560-73?cc=1325221 : accessed 10 Oct 2014), Ohio > Morgan > ED 31 Malta township Malta village > image 26 of 34; citing NARA microfilm publication T623.]  [316: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MLFF-TMY : accessed 28 Oct 2014), Wendell M Plummer in household of Clara Plummer, Malta, Morgan, Ohio, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 43, sheet 7B, family 155, NARA microfilm publication T624, FHL microfilm 1375232.]  [317: 
 "Ohio, Deaths, 1908-1953," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XZL3-4R6 : accessed 19 May 2015), Ira C Plummer, 08 Sep 1909; citing Malta, Morgan, Ohio, reference fn 47996; FHL microfilm 1,927,186.]  [318: 
 “Sued for Alimony, Ends Life,” Coshocton Morning Tribune, (Coshocton, OH), 17 Sep 1909, Newspapers (www.newspapers.com:  accessed 19 May 2015).]  [319: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-26471-11698-33?cc=1968530 : accessed 10 Oct 2014), Ohio > Morgan County; A-Z > image 1908 of 2709; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d).]  [320: 
 Wendell M. Plummer, Jan. 17, 1920, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [321: 
 W.C. Plummer, New York, New York, to Secretary Demby, Washington, DC, May 27, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [322: 
 "Ohio, Deaths, 1908-1953," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-21284-19014-75?cc=1307272 : accessed 19 May 2015), 1925 > 11801-14700 > image 2761 of 3251.]  [323: 
 “Morgan County Woman’s Death Is Very Sudden,” The Zanesville Signal, (Zanesville, Ohio), 23 Mar 1925, Newspapers (www.newspapers.com:  accessed 19 May 2015).]  [324: 
 “Public Member Trees,” database, Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 25 Nov 2011), “John Flemming Family Tree” family tree by “johnflemming6,” profile for Wendell Plummer.] 


38. John Wesley Powell, Chief Carpenter’s Mate, was the son of John Wesley Powell, Sr. and Cora H. Powell of Warren County, North Carolina.[endnoteRef:325] The 1910 US Census recorded that Cora had a total of eight children all of whom were living at the time.[endnoteRef:326] John registered for the draft in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on January 18, 1918. He reported that he was born in Warrenton, North Carolina on February 11, 1893. He had served a total of seven years in the Army and Navy and was ranked as a First-Class Carpenter’s mate in both branches. He was unemployed and living at the Eagle Hotel. He was described as being 5’ 10” tall with gray eyes and brown hair.[endnoteRef:327] John reenlisted in the Navy in Norfolk, Virginia on March 23, 1920 and transferred to the Conestoga on April 27, 1920. [endnoteRef:328] [endnoteRef:329] On May 27, 1921, John’s sister Bessie wrote to the Navy Department after reading a newspaper article about the ship, “Please let me know at once if its safe or what happened to it.”[endnoteRef:330] Bessie wrote again on June 7th based on a rumor that her brother’s ship was sighted on May 27th. Lieutenant Commander E.D. Capehart responded on June 14 that there was no sighting of the ship. He wrote to Bessie again on June 24 that an exhaustive search had been conducted but the ship had not been declared lost.[endnoteRef:331] John Powell died from cancer on April 2, 1921.[endnoteRef:332] The estate of John Wesley Powell, Sr. was administrated months after the loss of the Conestoga. The list of heirs notes that the 28 year-old son J.W. Powell was “lost on a ship.”[endnoteRef:333] Cora Davis Powell died from complications of diabetes on April 4, 1932.[endnoteRef:334] [325: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MSB1-RWC : accessed 10 Oct 2014), John Wesley Powell in household of John Powell, Fishing Creek Township, Warren, North Carolina, United States; citing sheet 13B, family 214, NARA microfilm publication T623, FHL microfilm 1241222.]  [326: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/ML9S-HJQ : accessed 11 Oct 2014), John Powell in household of John Powell, Fishing Creek, Warren, North Carolina, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 91, sheet 2B, family 79, NARA microfilm publication T624, FHL microfilm 1375146.]  [327: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-26644-16239-54?cc=1968530 : accessed 28 Oct 2014), Pennsylvania > Philadelphia City no 13; H-Whyte, Thomas > image 4519 of 7935; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d).]  [328: 
John W. Powell, Jan 31, 1920, p 2 line 2; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [329: 
 Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921,  p. 27, box 2; Log Books of US Ships and Stations, 1916-1940; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [330: 
 Bessie Powell, Marmaduke, NC, to Department of the Navy, Washington, DC, May 27, 1921; May 27, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC. ]  [331: 
 E.D. Capehart to Bessie Powell, June 14 and June 24 1921, Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [332: 
 “North Carolina, Death Certificates, 1919 -1976,” index and images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : accessed 8 Oct 2015), entry for John Powell, 21 Aug 1921; citing North Carolina State Board of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics. North Carolina Death Certificates. Microfilm S.123. Rolls 19-242, 280, 313-682, 1040-1297. North Carolina State Archives, Raleigh, North Carolina.]  [333: 
 "North Carolina, Estate Files, 1663-1979," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/DGS-004763721_00075?cc=1911121 : accessed 25 May 2015), Warren County > P > Powell, John Wesley (1921) > image 6 of 31; State Archives, Raleigh.]  [334: 
 “North Carolina, Death Certificates, 1919 -1976,” index and images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : accessed 8 Oct 2015), entry for Cora Powell, 4 Apr 1932; citing North Carolina State Board of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics. North Carolina Death Certificates, Microfilm S.123. Rolls 19-242, 280, 313-682, 1040-1297, North Carolina State Archives, Raleigh, North Carolina.] 


39. Tony Powers, Fireman First Class, enlisted in the Navy in Nashville, Tennessee on June 27, 1919. He was received by the Conestoga at Honolulu on November 27, 1920.[endnoteRef:335]  He was listed in the 1920 US Census under the Command of E.L. Jones. He was born in Tennessee in about 1900. Tony was African American, and according to the census notes, his parents were natives of Tennessee.[endnoteRef:336] Tony was initially a Third Class Mess Attendant, but obviously had the physical strength and technical aptitude needed to be a fireman and wanted the advancement.[endnoteRef:337] After mastering the skills of Fireman Second Class, he rated Fireman First Class on January 4, 1921.[endnoteRef:338] His next-of-kin was his half-brother, Joe Banks, of Essex, Mississippi.[endnoteRef:339] [335: 
 Tony Powers, Dec 31 1920, p. 2 line 4, continuation p. 2 line 4; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [336: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/SP8Y-DPV : accessed 7 Oct 2014), Tony Powers, Norfolk, Virginia, United States; citing sheet 142A, family , NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1822041.]  [337: 
 Tony Powers, Mar 4 1920, p. 1 line 23; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga, March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [338: 
 Tony Powers, Jan. 4, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921, p. 19; RG 24; NAB, D.C.]  [339: 
 Tony Powers, USS Conestoga Casualty Report, June 30, 1921, p. 7;   Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; file # 16394-96; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.] 


40. Thomas Cleary Quinn, Pharmacist’s Mate First Class, was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut on June 2, 1879.[endnoteRef:340]  He was the son of Patrick and Mary Cleary Quinn. Patrick worked as a hat finisher, and lived in a time when hats were as required as shoes for a man to look like a gentleman. Thomas had an older brother, Harry.[endnoteRef:341]  By 1900, Patrick and Mary had divorced. The census shows that Mary was the mother of four boys: Thomas, Harry, born in 1876, Frank, born in 1884, William, born in 1886, and adopted daughter Elizabeth Cleary, who was born in 1880. Thomas was working as a shipping clerk.[endnoteRef:342] He enlisted in the Navy Auxiliary Reserves on November 14, 1917, and served on the USS Zeelandia.  He reported to the Conestoga at the Navy Fuel Station, Bayonne, New Jersey on April 17, 1920.[endnoteRef:343]  [340: 
 "Connecticut Births and Christenings, 1649-1906," database, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:F7QV-JDQ : accessed 30 October 2015), Thomas C. Quinn, 02 Jun 1879; citing Bridgeport, Fairfield, Connecticut, United States; FHL microfilm 1,428,300.
]  [341:  "United States Census, 1880," database with images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MFCD-FMQ : accessed 30 October 2015), Thos C Quinn in household of Patrick Quinn, Bridgeport, Fairfield, Connecticut, United States; citing enumeration district 136, sheet 644B, NARA microfilm publication T9 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.), roll 0095; FHL microfilm 1,254,095.]  [342: 
 "United States Census, 1900," database with images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M9Q6-41C : accessed 30 October 2015), Mary A Quinn, Voting District 10 Bridgeport city, Fairfield, Connecticut, United States; citing sheet 3A, family 37, NARA microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,240,132.]  [343: 
 Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921,  p. 17, box 2; Log Books of US Ships and Stations, 1916-1940; RG 24; NAB, DC.] 



41.  John Leo Reilly, Electrician, was born in June of 1898. His last residence was 233 W. 66th St. New York, New York.  His next-of-kin was his father Michael Reilly who was married to Annie. The 1920 US Census shows a large age gap between John and his siblings suggesting that Annie may have been a second wife. John was working as an electrician.[endnoteRef:344] He entered the US Navy in August of 1917, and attended Radio School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Reilly served on the USS Kersarge. He enlisted for another term on September 15, 1920, in New York City. On November 8, 1920, he transferred to the Conestoga from Radio Headquarters, Third Naval District.[endnoteRef:345]   [344: 
 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MJYL-N16 : accessed 5 July 2015), John L Reilly in household of Michael Reilly, Manhattan Assembly District 7, New York, New York, United States; citing sheet 22B, family 557, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,197.]  [345: 
 John L. Reilly, Dec 31, 1920 , P. 2 line 8, p. 2 continued, line 8; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 -December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.] 


42. Harvey Herbert Reinbold, Boatswain, was born on July 10, 1887. His parents were George and Isabella Reinbold of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Harvey had at least six siblings.[endnoteRef:346] The date of his original enlistment is unknown.  In the 1910 Census, Harvey was listed on board The USS Georgia at the Philadelphia Navy Yard.[endnoteRef:347] He reenrolled on February 19, 1914 ranked as a Boatswain Mate Second-Class. Another term followed on April 6, 1917. He had been promoted to Boatswain Mate First-Class and served on the SS Santa Rita. On September 21, 1917, he was serving as Chief Boatswain Mate at Norfolk Naval Station.[endnoteRef:348]  In 1920, he was living with a George Reinbold in Philadelphia. According to the census record George was Harvey’s uncle, but George was actually his brother.[endnoteRef:349] George Reinbold wrote to the Navy from the office of his car dealership on May 17, 1921 asking for updates in the search.[endnoteRef:350]  On September 30, 1921, a letter from attorneys representing Harvey’s wife, Anne Justice Reinbold of Norfolk, Virginia was sent to the Navy. The attorneys were seeking to have Harvey declared dead so that the life insurance could be collected. Anne did not remarry. In 1940, she worked at a dental office and lived with her sister Bessie Temple, who was also a widow. Two men lodged in the home.[endnoteRef:351] Anne died in Norfolk on November 5, 1966 and was buried at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Norfolk.[endnoteRef:352]   [346: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M3QT-YB4 : accessed 28 May 2015), George W. H. Rembold, Lower Saucon Township, Hellertown District, Northampton, Pennsylvania, United States; citing sheet 4A, family 68, NARA microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,241,447.]  [347: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MRSL-Y34 : accessed 13 Nov 2014), Harvey H Reinbold, USS Georgia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 33, sheet 3A, NARA microfilm publication T624, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1375797.]  [348: 
 ]  [349: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, 
FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MNMR-GTY : accessed 28 May 2015), Harvey H Reinbold in household of George H Reinbold, Philadelphia Ward 42, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States; citing sheet 34B, family 935, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,643.]  [350: 
 George W. Reinbold, Philadelphia, PA, to The Dept. of the Navy, Washington, DC; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.]  [351: 
 "United States Census, 1940," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1961-27754-3059-38?cc=2000219 : accessed 3 September 2015), Virginia > Norfolk City > Norfolk City Voting Precincts 10 & 11, Norfolk, Area D > 114-45 Voting Precincts 10 & 11, Norfolk City (Area D - part), Eagles Home, King's Daughters' Hospital, Y.M.C.A. (Central Branch) > image 16 of 30; citing NARA digital publication T627 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2012).]  [352: 
 “Virginia Death Records, 1912-2014,” index and images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com:  accessed   2 Sep 2015), Anne Justice Reinbold, died 5 Nov 1966, Commonwealth of VA Certificate of death # 2389.] 


A portrait of the young sailor was posted on a family member’s online tree.[endnoteRef:353] Another family member shared a photo of George and Isabelle’s monument at Union Cemetery, Northampton County, Pennsylvania. Harvey’s father George died on January 4, 1932 and his mother Isabella died on February 23, 1952.[endnoteRef:354] [353: 
  “Public Member Trees,” database, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 12 Oct 2014), “Pammer Family Tree” family tree by “188edge,” profile for Harvey Reinbold, posted 25 March 2013.]  [354: 
  “Public Member Trees,” database, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 12 Oct 2014), “Pammer Family Tree” family tree by “otto120,” profiles for George and Isabella Reinbold.] 


43. Bernhardt W. Schoenfeld, Seaman Second Class, was known as Barney. He was born about 1905. He was the son of Alfred C. and Minnie Schoenfeld of Tonawanda, Erie, New York. Bernhardt had brothers Alfred, born in 1891, Charles, born in 1894, Harry, born in 1896, and Walter, born in 1898.[endnoteRef:355] Barney’s brother Charles died on March 5, 1912. He was buried at the Salem Church Cemetery, Tonawanda.[endnoteRef:356]  By 1920, Minnie had died and Alfred remarried to a widow named Bertha Waterstrat.[endnoteRef:357] Barney enlisted in the Navy on November 4, 1920. He transferred from the USS Charleston to the Conestoga on January 17, 1920.[endnoteRef:358] Alfred died in 1935 and was buried at Salem Church Cemetery.[endnoteRef:359]  [355: 
 "New York, State Census, 1905," index and images, Ancestry  (http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=General-7364&indiv=try&h=4898840:  accessed 9 January 2015), Alfred Schoenfeld, Election District A.D. 07, Tonawanda, Erie County, Ward 1, page 17; citing New York, State Census, 1905. Population Schedules . New York State Archives, Albany, New York. ]  [356: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 13 Jan 2015), “monument for Charles Schoenfeld, Memorial No. 119789399, records of Salem Church Cemetery, Erie County, NY contributor James. ]  [357: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MJLH-MLM : accessed 28 May 2015), Albert C Schoenfeld, Tonawanda Ward 1, Erie, New York, United States; citing sheet 6A, family 146, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,111.]  [358: 
Barney W. Schoenfeld, Jan. 17, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [359: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 13 Jan 2015), photograph, “monument for Alfred Schoenfeld, Memorial No. 126780248, records of Salem Church Cemetery, Erie County, NY”; photo © James.] 


44. Joseph Lawrence Shetzline, Fireman Second Class, was the son of Thomas Shetzline, a native of Pennsylvania, and Elizabeth Lynch, who had emigrated from Ireland. Joseph was the youngest of five children.[endnoteRef:360] [endnoteRef:361] In August of 1902, Joseph was a month shy of his twelfth birthday when his father Thomas died of cirrhosis of the liver.[endnoteRef:362] The 1910 US Census shows Elizabeth, age 60, living with four of her five children. Her son Thomas was a riveter at a boiler shop, James was a coal wagon driver. Joseph’s sister Mary worked in a metal shop, and Joseph drove an electric wagon.[endnoteRef:363] [360: 
 "Pennsylvania, Marriages, 1709-1940," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/V261-ZJ9 : accessed 13 January 2015), Thomas Shetzline and Elizabeth Lynch, 09 Dec 1877; citing Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; FHL microfilm 1,769,063.]  [361: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M37G-J5H : accessed 10 Oct 2014), Joseph Shetzleni in household of Thomas Shetzleni, Philadelphia city Ward 18, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States; citing sheet 8A, family 158, NARA microfilm publication T623, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1241460.]  [362: 
 "Pennsylvania, Philadelphia City Death Certificates, 1803-1915," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-266-11810-171186-96?cc=1320976 : accessed 31 May 2015), 004047863 > image 449 of 701; Philadelphia City Archives and Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.]  [363: 
 "United States Census, 1910," database with images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MGZK-FSV : accessed 12 March 2016), Elizabeth Shetzline, Philadelphia Ward 31, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) ED 724, sheet 7A, NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,375,416.] 


Joseph registered for the draft on June 5, 1917.  He reported that he was born on September 8, 1890. He was described as tall and slender with blue eyes and brown hair. It was noted that his mother was solely dependent on him.[endnoteRef:364]  He enlisted in the US Army in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania on July 24, 1917.  He served in Co. C of the 58th Infantry; initially ranked as Private First Class, and advanced to Wagoner the next month. He served overseas from May 7, 1918 through July 29, 1919, and was honorably discharged on August 2, 1919.[endnoteRef:365] Joseph may have enjoyed aspects his sea voyage while being transported and perhaps envied the sailors. He enlisted in the Navy in Philadelphia on May 4, 1920.[endnoteRef:366]  He started as Fireman Third Class, a position also known as Coal Heaver, and advanced in rank to Fireman Second Class on January 4, 1921.[endnoteRef:367]  [364: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-26642-2765-77?cc=1968530 : accessed 10 Oct 2014), Pennsylvania > Philadelphia City no 11; A-V > image 5412 of 6132; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [365: 
  “Pennsylvania, WWI Veterans Service and Compensation Files, 1917-1919, 1934-1948,” index and images  record of Joseph Shetzline, Ancestry(www.ancestry.com : accessed 3 March 2016), citing World War I Veterans Service and Compensation File, 1934–1948;  RG 19, Series 19.91; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Harrisburg Pennsylvania.]  [366: 
 Joseph L. Shetzline, Sept. 28, 1920, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [367: 
 Joseph Shetzline, Jan. 4, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921, p. 19; RG 24; NAB, D.C.] 


 An article in the July 19, 1921 edition of the Philadelphia Inquirer reported that his bereaved mother was told that her son had died, but she refused to believe it was so. A family member told the reporter that Joseph wrote his last letter to his mother before the launch to Pearl Harbor. The family lived at 1351 E. Berks St., Philadelphia.[endnoteRef:368] [368: 
 “Insists Son Lives,” Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) 19 Jul 1921, page 11, Web. Newsbank accessed 12 Oct 2014.  ] 


45. Fred Shook, Seaman Second Class, was born in Buckley, Michigan on July 7, 1901.[endnoteRef:369] He was the son of Leander and Grace Telford Shook of Shelbyville, Michigan [endnoteRef:370] By 1910, Grace had given birth to nine children, all of whom were living at the time. Fred was the fifth-born, and the second son.[endnoteRef:371] The family would continue to grow. Fred enlisted in the Navy on September 2, 1919. He was sent for duty on the Receiving Ship at Mare Island. He was transferred to the Naval Hospital at Mare Island on November 20, 1919. He went back to the Receiving Ship on December 26, 1919.  He was soon transferred to the USS Wyoming and served there for a year. He was sent back to the Naval Hospital on December 27, 1920. It is not clear if he was transferred to the hospital to assist with cleaning and other essential duties or as a patient. The Mare Island area was hard hit with what was called Spanish Influenza. After being sent back to the Receiving Ship once again, Fred was transferred to the Conestoga on January 14, 1921.[endnoteRef:372]  His mother Grace was the administrator of Fred’s estate and she prevailed in the US Court of Claims when she challenged the settlement for Fred’s final payroll.[endnoteRef:373] Leander died on January 28, 1950.[endnoteRef:374] Grace died on July 2, 1959. They were laid to rest at East Martin Cemetery in Allegan County, Michigan.[endnoteRef:375]  In 1996, Fred’s brother, Randy died. His obituary listed one surviving brother, Edwin, and the names of his 11 deceased siblings.[endnoteRef:376]  [369: 
 Second Endorsement, Court of Claims, 29 July 1924; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; File # 26226 p. 1878; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.]  [370: 
 "Michigan, Marriages, 1822-1995," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FCFH-7MZ : accessed 13 Nov 2014), Leander Shook in entry for Guy Kennicott and Maggie Shook, 23 Dec 1915; citing reference CN 327; FHL microfilm 1017877.]  [371: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/ML54-DFF : accessed 14 Oct 2014), Leander Shook, Mayfield, Grand Traverse, Michigan, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 47, sheet 13A, family 187, NARA microfilm publication T624, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1374661.
]  [372:  Second Endorsement, Court of Claims, 29 July 1924; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; File # 26226 p. 1878; General Records of the Navy, RG 80; NAB, DC.]  [373: ]  [374:  "Michigan, Deaths and Burials, 1800-1995," Database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FH35-MT5 : accessed 30 June 2015), Leander Ellsworth Shook, 28 Jan 1950; citing Allegan Co., Michigan, reference v 11 p 339; FHL microfilm 2,110,085.]  [375: 
 Michigan Obituaries, 1820-2006," Database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-43967-19688-86?cc=2215693 : accessed 30 June 2015), Michigan, Allegan - Obituaries > Schwartz, Minnie - Shook, John > image 1694 of 1710; various offices and archives, Michigan.]  [376: 
 Michigan Obituaries, 1820-2006," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-41421-20516-34?cc=2215693 : accessed 2 May 2015), Herrick Public Library > Sheldon, Lyle - Short, Frank > image 1600 of 1683; various offices and archives, Michigan.] 


46. Harry Benjamin Shue, Ship’s Cook Third Class, was born on November 11, 1896, in Mount Joy, Pennsylvania. He enlisted for the Draft on August 24, 1918. Mrs. Martha R. Shue of 233 Hamilton St., Lancaster, Pennsylvania was noted as being the closest relative. Another name was written in first on the form, and then blotted out.[endnoteRef:377] Harry, the son of Benjamin and Elizabeth Wilker Shue, married 15-year-old Martha Overly on April 8, 1916.[endnoteRef:378] Martha was the daughter of Adam Overly and Elizabeth Gilgore.[endnoteRef:379]  Harry and Martha’s daughter Lillian was born in the fall of that year. In 1920, Harry was away and Martha Shue was living in her brother, Adam Sherman Overly’s home. (The enumerator mistakenly listed the home as the Sherman residence.) Martha and Lillian were listed, and Martha’s baby son was recorded as Robert.[endnoteRef:380] The census taker probably made a mistake with the baby’s name. Harry was counted at the Naval Hospital at Chelsea, Massachusetts in the 1920 US Census taken on January 14, 1920.[endnoteRef:381] On March 17, 1921, Harry was received by the Conestoga at the Naval Training Station, San Francisco.[endnoteRef:382]  [377: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1971-26645-9108-25?cc=1968530 : accessed 14 January 2015), Pennsylvania > Lancaster City no 1; A-Z > image 4210 of 5118; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [378: 
 Harry Benjamin Shue and Martha Anna Overly, Marriage License Docket, License no. 3544, 11 Apr 1916, Orphan’s Court Office. Lancaster, Pennsylvania, County of Lancaster Archives, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. ]  [379: 
 "Pennsylvania, Marriages, 1709-1940," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/V266-YK2 : accessed 26 March 2015), Adam Sherman Overly and Lizzie Gilgore, 08 Nov 1897; citing Lancaster, Pennsylvania, United States; FHL microfilm 940,794.]  [380: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MXSW-XVY : accessed 14 January 2015), Lillian Shue in household of Adam Sherman, Lancaster Ward 6, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, United States; citing sheet 3A, family 58, NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,821,583.]  [381: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MF9D-8FX : accessed 14 January 2015), Harry B Shue, Chelsea Ward 2, Suffolk, Massachusetts, United States; citing sheet 3A, family , NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1,820,743.]  [382: 
 Harry B. Shue, March, 21, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.] 


In 1930, Lillian Shue was living with Ephraim and Edna Strausser Coover, and Edna’s parents. Lillian’s brother, age 10, was listed as Harry B. Shue.[endnoteRef:383] It was not unusual at the time for widows and divorced women to have children from their first marriage live with relatives. The 1930 US Census reveals that Martha had remarried to Lloyd A. Gregg, and they had a daughter, Virginia, born about 1926.[endnoteRef:384] Lloyd Greg died in 1958. By the time of his death, he and Martha A. Overly had divorced.[endnoteRef:385]  [383: 
 "United States Census, 1930," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/XHQS-3HR : accessed 14 January 2015), Lillian Shue in household of Ephraim B Coover, Columbia, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 0013, sheet 7B, family 171, line 86, NARA microfilm publication T626, (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2002), roll 2056; FHL microfilm 2,341,790.]  [384: 
 "United States Census, 1930," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XHQW-HMT : accessed 26 May 2015), Martha Gregg in household of Lloyd Gregg, Lancaster, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 0072, sheet 12A, family 288, line 27, NARA microfilm publication T626 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2002), roll 2058; FHL microfilm 2,341,792.]  [385: 
 “Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-1963,” Lloyd Gregg, 13 Oct 1958, Lebanon, Pennsylvania, certificate #92907, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 25 May 2015) citing Pennsylvania (State). Death certificates, 1906–1963. Series 11.90 (1,905 cartons); Records of the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.] 


In July of 1937, Harry Shue’s daughter Lillian registered for Social Security. Her name was Lillian Wike. In March of 1964, her last name was changed to Flory. Lillian died in August of 1990.[endnoteRef:386] According to her obituary, she was the widow of Harry Flory. She had worked in the picture tube section of the RCA factory, and in hospital food service. Lillian was survived by her children George and Eunice Wike from her first marriage, and her sons Charles, Harry, and Robert Flory from her second marriage. At the time of her death, she had 30 grandchildren and 23 great-grandchildren. Her brother was not mentioned in the obituary, suggesting he had already died.[endnoteRef:387] Her half-sister Virginia married William Higgins. She died in 1997.[endnoteRef:388]  [386: 
 “U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007,” [database on-line] Ancestry (www.ancestry.com:  accessed 2 Aug 2015). ]  [387: 
 “Lillian M. Florry, 73,” Lancaster New Era, (Lancaster, Pennsylvania), Aug. 21, 1990, p. B-3; Lancaster, Pennsylvania Public Library microfilm collection. ]  [388: 
 Virginia Higgins, Obituary, Intelligencer Journal, (Lancaster, PA) 22 Feb 1997, p. b-3. ] 


(Special thanks to Lancaster, Pennsylvania Public Library and Pennsylvania State Archives.)  

47. Wilbur Standley, Ship’s Cook Third Class, was born on December 21, 1890. Wilbur registered for the draft on June 5, 1917 while living in Kimball, South Dakota, where he worked on a farm. He was described as tall and slender with gray eyes and dark brown hair.[endnoteRef:389]  The 1920 US Census recorded Wilbur as a lodger in a boarding house. At the time, he was working as a cook for a restaurant.[endnoteRef:390]  He was the son of John Standley and Mary Baker of Carrollton, Missouri.[endnoteRef:391] He was the eldest of six children. His brothers were Roy, Guthrie, McKinley, and Charles. The boys had a sister, Mary.[endnoteRef:392] Wilbur enlisted on February 28, 1920 and was transferred from the USS Charleston to the Conestoga on January 24, 1921.[endnoteRef:393] John Standley died on December 23, 1928. Mary Jane Standley died on May 7, 1955. They were buried at Oak Hill Cemetery in Carrolton, Missouri.[endnoteRef:394] [389: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-26296-392-33?cc=1968530 : accessed 26 May 2015), South Dakota > Brule County; A-Z > image 1389 of 1633; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).
]  [390:  "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M6J8-JTQ : accessed 28 October 2015), Wilbur Standley in household of Edsall Mceown, Clark, Clark, South Dakota, United States; citing sheet 10B, family 218, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,717.]  [391: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M2TJ-T52 : accessed 10 Oct 2014), Wilbur Standley in household of John Standley, Carrollton Ward 1, Carroll, Missouri, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 2, sheet 5A, family 99, NARA microfilm publication T624, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1374788.
]  [392:  "United States Census, 1910," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-23040-9253-51?cc=1727033 : accessed 26 October 2015), image 1 of 1; citing NARA microfilm publication T624 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).]  [393: 
 Wilbur Standley, Jan. 27, 1921, Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [394: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 31 Jan 2015), photograph, “monument for John H. and Mary J. Standley, Memorial No. 23025011, records of Oak Hill Cemetery, Carroll County, Missouri; photo © June Standley.] 


48. Bledsoe Sherman Toms, Fireman First Class, was born in Colesville, Virginia on February 28, 1896. He had reddish hair, and blue eyes. In 1917, when he enlisted for the draft, he was working as a Western Union telegraph lineman in Prince William County, Virginia.[endnoteRef:395] Bledsoe was the son of Stephen Toms of Albemarle County, Virginia. The census records suggested that Stephen had been a widower who remarried to his wife Eva in 1899.[endnoteRef:396] [endnoteRef:397]  [395: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1942-25135-10980-73?cc=1968530 : accessed 19 May 2015), Virginia > Albermarle County; Martin, Herbert-Z > image 2300 of 3309; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.).]  [396: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MPLS-5CK : accessed 13 Oct 2014), Bledsoe S. Toms in household of Stephen Toms, Covesville, Albemarle, Virginia, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 8, sheet 20B, family 309, NARA microfilm publication T624, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1375632.]  [397: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MMF6-6LZ : accessed 13 Oct 2014), Bledsoe Toms in household of Stephen Toms, Samuel Miller Township (Batesville & Covesville Precincts), Albemarle, Virginia, United States; citing sheet 19A, family 278, NARA microfilm publication T623, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1241698.] 


Bledsoe enlisted in the Navy in Washington, D.C. on June 19, 1919. He also served on the USS Ninnette.[endnoteRef:398] On January 8, 1920, he was recorded in the US Census serving at the US Naval Operating Base in Norfolk, Virginia.[endnoteRef:399] He joined the crew of the Conestoga as a Fireman Second Class and advanced in rating to Fireman First Class on January 4, 1921.[endnoteRef:400]  [398: 
 Bledsoe S. Toms, Dec 31, 1920, p. 2 line 14, p. 2 continued, line 14;Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [399: 
 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MJVH-XYJ : accessed 8 March 2016), Bledsoe S Toms, Tanners Creek, Norfolk, Virginia, United States; citing sheet 20B, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,900.]  [400: 
 B.S. Toms, Jan. 4, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921, p. 19; RG 24; NAB, D.C.] 


Stephen Toms died on September 11, 1933. His obituary revealed that his first wife (Bledsoe’s mother) was Henrietta Davis. After Henrietta’s death, Stephen married his late wife’s sister Eva Davis. At the time of his death, Stephen had 12 surviving children from the two marriages.[endnoteRef:401] [401: 
 “Stephen Toms”, 12 Sep 1933, Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA), p. 4, Newsbank (www.newsbank.com: accessed 15 May 2015).] 


49. Arber Bryan Towery, Ship’s Cook Fourth Class, was born on September 24, 1897. He registered for the draft on September 12, 1918. At the time, he was working as a carpenter.  He was described as having a medium build and height, had blue eyes and brown hair.[endnoteRef:402] Arber was the son of Adam Towery and Angeline Proctor of Madison County, Kentucky. [endnoteRef:403] [endnoteRef:404] He had four siblings.[endnoteRef:405] In January of 1920, Arber was listed in the US Census as a paper inspector. He was a boarder in Dayton, Ohio.[endnoteRef:406] He enlisted in the Navy on March 2, 1920, and served of the USS Crane. He gave his mother’s name as the next-of-kin which suggests it was unexpected when she died that year.[endnoteRef:407] On February 12, 1921, Arber was a Fourth Class Ship’s Cook. He transferred to the Conestoga, and replaced Fourth Class Ship’s Cook Esidore D’Angelo.[endnoteRef:408] The Towery family placed a monument in Arber’s honor at Berea Cemetery in Madison County, Kentucky where his mother was buried.[endnoteRef:409] Adam died in 1932 and was buried next to his wife.[endnoteRef:410] [402: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-25085-5652-91?cc=1968530 : accessed 19 Nov 2014), Kentucky > Madison County; N-Z > image 1362 of 2039; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [403: 
 "Kentucky Marriages, 1785-1979," database, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FWBD-V46 : accessed 8 March 2016), A.C. Towery and A.B. Proctor, 08 Feb 1883; citing Rockcastle County, Kentucky, reference ; FHL microfilm 907,997.]  [404: 
 Profile of Angeline Proctor Towery, “database Public Member Trees” Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 8 Mar 2016), “Smith Family Tree” family tree by JoAnne Esante).]  [405: 
 "United States Census, 1910," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M26D-FYH : accessed 13 Oct 2014), Arber B Towery in household of Adam Towery, Berea, Madison, Kentucky, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 75, sheet 13B, family 183, NARA microfilm publication T624, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.; FHL microfilm 1374507.]  [406: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MDRH-LX6 : accessed 26 May 2015), Arbar Towery in household of Mary J Hendler, Dayton Ward 9, Montgomery, Ohio, United States; citing sheet 13A, family 309, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,821,421.]  [407: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 27 May 2015), photograph, “monument for Angie B. Towery, Memorial No. 8372393, records of Berea Cemetery, Madison County, Kentucky; contributor Paul McCracken, photo © Charles Wilton.]  [408: 
 Arber B. Towery, Feb. 14, 1921, Sheet 1; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, D.C.]  [409: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed  27 May 2015), photograph, “monument for Arber B. Towery, Memorial No. 8372397, records of Berea Cemetery, Madison County, Kentucky; contributor Paul McCracken, photo © Charles Wilton.]  [410: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed  27 May 2015), photograph, “monument for Adam B. Towery, Memorial No. 8372393, records of Berea Cemetery, Madison County, Kentucky; contributor Paul McCracken, photo © Charles Wilton.] 


50. William Raymond Wallace, Gunner’s Mate First Class, was the son of engineer William Wallace and his wife Ada. The family was recorded in the 1892 New York State Census.[endnoteRef:411]  He and his brother John were raised by their mother Addie and stepfather William Bruce.[endnoteRef:412] William was born in Syracuse, New York in June of 1893. In July of 1915, William enlisted in the US Navy. He served as a Seaman on the USS Colorado, and sailed to Guaymas Sonora, Mexico. While serving on the USS Pittsburgh, from April of 1917 through November of 1918, he worked his way up to the rank of First Class Gunner’s Mate.[endnoteRef:413] He and his wife Mary Ester Wallace lived at 2013 Chester Ave. Bakersfield, CA.[endnoteRef:414] The 1920 US Census listed him as a Navy Recruiting Officer. William, his wife and brother-in-law Ira Glenn were living in the same home.[endnoteRef:415] William was received by the Conestoga in San Francisco on February 6, 1921.[endnoteRef:416] After the loss of the Conestoga, Wallace’s former supervisor Chief Gunner’s Mate Harry Morris was interviewed by a local newspaper. He said that Wallace had many friends in the Bakersfield area. Morris told the reporter that Wallace went back to active duty when the Bakersfield Navy Recruiting Office closed.[endnoteRef:417] [411: 
 "New York State Census, 1892," database with images, <i>FamilySearch</i> (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1-14760-9056-28?cc=1529100 : accessed 21 October 2015), Onondaga &gt; Syracuse, Ward 11, E.D. 01 &gt; image 16 of 17; county offices, New York.]  [412: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MS2B-B7G : accessed 29 May 2015), Addie W Bruce in household of William I Bruce, District 1 Syracuse city Ward 19, Onondaga, New York, United States; citing sheet 10A, family 244, NARA microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,241,138.]  [413: 
 “New York, Abstracts of World War I Military Service, 1917 -1918,” William Raymond Wallace, Service Number 162-69-42, index and images, Ancestry (www.ancestry.com:  accessed 14 Oct 2014). ]  [414: 
 Give Up Conestoga, Naval Tug As Lost,” New York Times, 23 Jul 1921, p. 4.]  [415: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MHQM-XG5 : accessed 27 May 2015), William R Wallace, Bakersfield Ward 4, Kern, California, United States; citing sheet 10B, family 266, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,820,100.]  [416: 
 Willian R. Wallace, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921,  p. 77, box 2; Log Books of US Ships and Stations, 1916-1940; RG 24; NAB, D.C.]  [417: 
 W. Wallace Was In Navy Office Here During War,” Bakersfield Californian (Bakersfield, CA) 22 June 1921, p. 1; Newsbank (www.newsbank.com: accessed 18 Feb 2015).  ] 


51. Charles Ingerson Westover, Chief Water Tender, had a long career with the US Navy. The 1880 US Census lists plasterer A.E. Westover, his wife May Josephine, daughter Ida, age seven, and Charles, age two, living in Oakland, California. The 1900 US Military and Naval Population Schedule counted Charles among the Fireman on the USS Philadelphia, stationed at Bremerton, Washington.[endnoteRef:418] Charles’ sister Ida Laughlin had married and had a family. She died on May 30, 1910.[endnoteRef:419] In September of 1918, while living in Manhattan, Charles registered for the draft. He reported that though unemployed at the moment, he had spent 15 years in the Navy. He was born on February 22, 1877, had hazel eyes and brown hair. His closest relative was Bert Laughlin of Fresno, California.[endnoteRef:420]  Bert Laughlin was Ida and her husband Charles Laughlin’s eldest son.[endnoteRef:421]  Charles married Bertha Robinson, a 35-year-old English woman who moved to San Francisco. The wedding took place on July 10, 1920.[endnoteRef:422] Evidence of the couple having children has not been found.  Charles and Bertha lived at 471 13th St., Richmond, California. Charles’ final enlistment was on December 20, 1918. He was received on the Conestoga on March 24, 1921. He replaced Chief Water Tender Charles W. Krauch, who transferred to Mare Island on March 22, 1921.[endnoteRef:423] [418: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M31F-R1J : accessed 27 May 2015), Charles I Westover, Bremerton USS Philadelphia, Kitsap, Washington, United States; citing sheet 2A, NARA microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,241,842.]  [419: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed  27 May 2015), photograph, “monument for Ida Westover, Memorial No. 54809288, records of Ida Westover Laughlin, Oakdale Citizen’s  Cemetery, Oakdale, CA contributor Paul McCracken, photos © Cathy Harsinck and Joy.]  [420: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K6JH-PL4 : accessed 27 May 2015), Charles Ingerson Westover, 1917-1918; citing New York City no 154, New York, United States, NARA microfilm publication M1509 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,786,816.]  [421: 
  Bert Laughlin and Ida Westover Laughlin profiles, “database Public Member Trees” Ancestry (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 27 May 2015), “Laughlin Family Tree” family tree by “bagelsmail”). ]  [422:  Marriage Record of Charles I. Westover and Bertha Robinson, 10 July 1920, Alameda County, California, Marriage Licenses and Certificates, Vol. 106, p. 350, “California, Marriage Records from Select Counties, 1850-1941“ index and images, Ancestry(www.ancestry.com:  accessed 10 Oct 2014), citing Marriage records, select counties and years. California State Archives, Sacramento, California.]  [423: 
 Charles I. Westover, 24 March 1921, and Charles W. Krauch Westover 23 March 1921; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, D.C.] 


In 1924, Bertha Westover filed a suit in the Court of Claims. By then, she had remarried and her name was Bertha J. Westover–Cook. On March 15, 1926, she revived an additional $200 for her late husband’s pay.[endnoteRef:424]   [424: 
 Judgements Rendered by the Court of Claims for the Year Ending December 4, 1926, Document 557, p. 11; United States Serial Set, Vol. 8734; 69th Congress 2nd Session; GenealogyBank(www.genealogybank.com :  accessed 14 March 2016).] 


52. Hugh William White, Coxwain, was born about 1901. He was the son of George and Ellen White of East Liverpool, Ohio.[endnoteRef:425] In the 1920 US Census, Hugh is listed in the US Navy under the command of E.L. Jones.[endnoteRef:426] Hugh had enlisted in Pittsburgh on April 30, 1918. And transferred to the Conestoga in Philadelphia on April 7, 1920. [endnoteRef:427] [endnoteRef:428]  In May of 1921, George White told a reporter from his local newspaper that he received a telegram from Lt. Commander C.B. Hatch, Jr. that there was not much hope to be had in the search, but they would contact them if any new information was found.[endnoteRef:429] On June 24, 1921, the same newspaper reported White’s death. A photo of the 21-year-old sailor was printed with the article.[endnoteRef:430] George, a potter, died on September 6, 1922. His death certificate reveals that his father’s name was Hugh. He was buried at St. Aloysius Cemetery.[endnoteRef:431] Hugh’s mother, whose full maiden name was Nancy Ellen Jones, died on September 14, 1939. She was also buried at St. Aloysius Cemetery, Columbiana County, Ohio.[endnoteRef:432] [425: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MDLB-6H3 : accessed 12 Oct 2014), Hugh W White in household of George F White, East Liverpool Ward 4, Columbiana, Ohio, United States; citing sheet 6A, family 133, NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1821356.]  [426: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/SP8Y-DPV : accessed 7 Oct 2014), Hugh White, Norfolk, Virginia, United States; citing sheet 142A, NARA microfilm publication T625, FHL microfilm 1822041.]  [427: 
 Hugh W. White, Dec 31, 1920, p. 2 line 18, p. 2 continued, line 18; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [428: 
 Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921,  p. 7, box 2; Log Books of US Ships and Stations, 1916-1940; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [429: Wallace

 “Abandon Hope For Tug Carrying Local Sailor,” The Evening Review (East Liverpool, Ohio), 31 May 1921, p. 1, Newspapers (www.newspapers.com:  accessed 17 Nov 2015).]  [430: 
 “East Liverpool Boy On Lost Navy Tug,” The Evening Review (East Liverpool, Ohio), 24 June 1921, p. 1, Newspapers (www.newspapers.com: accessed 17 Nov 2015).]  [431: 
 State of Ohio Bureau of Vital Statistics Certificate of Death, George F. White, Columbiana County, Ohio; File no. 46648; registered September 8, 1922; posted on “database Public Member Trees” Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 25 May 2015), “McNicol” family tree by “harktheharrell.” ]  [432: 
 State of Ohio Bureau of Vital Statistics Certificate of Death, Nancy Ellen White, Columbiana County, Ohio; File no. 52452; registered September 16, 1939; posted on “database Public Member Trees” Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 25 May 2015), “McNicol” family tree by “harktheharrell.” ] 

 
53. Benson Charles Williams, Gunner’s Mate Third Class, was born in 1903. He was the son of Roland Williams and Angeline Crook. The family was originally from Franklin County, Ohio[endnoteRef:433] and moved to Chicago, Illinois. Benson had younger a sister named Estelle. Roland was a railroad conductor.[endnoteRef:434] Benson was serving in the Navy and transferred from the US South Carolina to the Conestoga on January 31, 1921.[endnoteRef:435]  [433: 
 "Ohio, Marriages, 1800-1958," Database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XDHG-4P2 : accessed 22 June 2015), Roland E. Williams and Angeline E. Crook, 27 Aug 1899; citing Franklin County, Ohio, reference 2:3Q0G1K7; FHL microfilm 285,156.]  [434: 
 "United States Census, 1920," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/MJ7V-ZQ5 : accessed 12 Oct 2014), Benson Williams in household of Rolland E Williams, Chicago Ward 32, Cook (Chicago), Illinois, United States; citing sheet 7B, family 174, NARA microfilm publication T625, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington D.C.; FHL microfilm 1820350.]  [435: 
 Benson Charles Williams, Jan. 31, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921,  p. 63, box 2; Log Books of US Ships and Stations, 1916-1940; Records of the Bureau of Naval Personnel, Record Group 24; National Archive Building, Washington, DC.] 


Benson’s father was interviewed for an article about the disappearance in June of 1921. He said that Navy official told him they thought that the ship was on a coral island. The article featured a photo of Benson.[endnoteRef:436] On August 31, 1921, Roland wrote to Jackson Evans, a clerk with the city of Chicago.[endnoteRef:437] Roland was asking Evans for help in getting any information on the investigation. Roland claimed that his son Benson said to his cousin, “Helen, you may never see me again, for that bunch on the boat is going to pull something, and I am going to see what it is.” If this was said, we will probably never know what Benson meant. At the time, prohibition was the law of the land. It is possible that members of the crew were illegally transporting liquor aboard the tug. Roland told Evans of a rumor circulating in the Mare Island area that the ship was hijacked by a group of Communist sailors and sailed for the gold fields of Siberia. He also thought that the ship may have been towing another vessel and went down in a storm.[endnoteRef:438] Evans forwarded the letter to Congressman Elliot Sproul, who wrote to the Secretary of the Navy in September of 1921. He sent Roland Williams’ letter to the Secretary of the Navy and asked for a response to the questions raised.[endnoteRef:439]  On September 27, 1921, Assistant Secretary of the Navy Theodore Roosevelt, son of the late President, answered Sproul’s letters. He described the search for the missing boat. He wrote that he did not know what to make of some of Mr. Williams’ theories and assured Sproul that the investigation did not point to mutiny as an answer for the fate of the ship and crew. The ship was not towing another boat when it left Mare Island.[endnoteRef:440] In 1940, Roland and Angie were counted in the US Census. Roland was working as a door man at a furniture factory.[endnoteRef:441] Estelle Williams Wahlstrand died June 7, 1947.[endnoteRef:442] [436: 
 “Two Chicagoans Are Listed Among Crew of Vanished Vessel,” Chicago Daily Tribune (Chicago, Illinois), 23 Jun 1921, p. 8, Newspapers (www.newspapers.com:  accessed 17 Nov 2015).]  [437: 
 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MJ7J-52L : accessed 4 October 2015), Jackson Evans, Chicago Ward 32, Cook (Chicago), Illinois, United States; citing sheet 1B, family 18, NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,820,35.]  [438: 
 Roland Williams Chicago, IL to Jackson Evans, Chicago, IL, Aug 30, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.]  [439: 
 Elliott W. Sproul, IL to Secretary of the Navy, Sept. 21, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.]  [440: 
 Theodore Roosevelt, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Washington, DC to Elliot Sproul; Elliott W. Sproul, IL to Secretary of the Navy, Sept. 21, 1921; Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, Record Group 80; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.]  [441: 
 "United States Census, 1940," Database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KWBQ-T3L : accessed 22 June 2015), Roland Williams, Ward 17, Chicago, Chicago City, Cook, Illinois, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 103-1136, sheet 6A, family 138, NARA digital publication T627 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2012), roll 955.]  [442: 
 "Illinois Deaths and Stillbirths, 1916-1947," Database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NQSS-TGF : accessed 22 June 2015), Estelle Wahlstrand, 07 Jun 1947; Public Board of Health, Archives, Springfield; FHL microfilm 1,991,634.] 


54. Edward Wilson, Mess Attendant First Class, enlisted in Pensacola on April 4, 1919. Before transferring to the Conestoga, he served on USS Redwing.[endnoteRef:443] He rose in rank from Mess Attendant Second Class to Mess Attendant First Class aboard the Conestoga on January 4, 1921.[endnoteRef:444] Edward was born in 1902. His parents were William and Margarita Hernandez Wilson of Escambia, Florida.[endnoteRef:445] In census records, the couple was alternately recorded as Black or Mulatto, depending on the enumerator. Census records of Maggie Wilson’s father Rudolph Hernandez list him as white, and Mulatto. Edward was one of at least 16 children. Maggie Wilson died in 1933 and was buried in St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Escambia, Florida.[endnoteRef:446] A member of the Wilson family provided a copy of a photo of Edward Wilson in his Navy uniform to NOAA’s Office of the Maritime Heritage Program.[endnoteRef:447] [443: 
 Edward Wilson, Dec 31, 1920, p. 2 line 20, p. 2 continued, line 20;Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.]  [444: 
 Edward Wilson, Jan. 4, 1921, Log Book USS Conestoga, March 1, 1920 – Feb 28, 1921, p. 19; RG 24; NAB, D.C.]  [445: 
 "Florida, Marriages, 1837-1974," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FW92-8ZR : accessed 19 January 2015), William Wilson and Maggie Hernandez, 15 Jan 1891; citing Escambia, Florida, United States; FHL microfilm 941,003.]  [446: 
 "Florida, Deaths, 1877-1939," index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/FP7W-8MS : accessed 19 January 2015), Rudolph Hernandez in entry for Maggie Wilson, 25 Jul 1933; citing Bay Shore, Escambia, Florida, reference 10512; FHL microfilm 2,135,542.]  [447: 
 Copy of photograph of Edward Wilson of the USS Conestoga, taken between 1919 and 1921, sent to Outreach and Partnerships Coordinator, Maritime Heritage Program, National Marine Sanctuaries on 4 Mar 2016 by Wilson family member; Original in possession of Wilson family member.] 


55. James Monroe Wooten, Jr., Hospital Apprentice First Class, was born on July 5, 1900. He was the son of James M. Wooten, Sr. and Bertha Wooten. The family lived in Randolph County, Georgia.  In his draft registration, he was described as medium height with medium build with dark hair. He was a student at a military school in Baldwin, Georgia. He was likely enrolled at Georgia Military College. James listed his sister Julia as his closest relative.[endnoteRef:448] James enlisted in the Navy on May 13, 1919. On January 31, 1921, he transferred from the USS Charleston to the Conestoga.[endnoteRef:449]  [448: 
 "United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1951-25080-64772-87?cc=1968530 : accessed 13 Oct 2014), Georgia > Randolph County; N-Z > image 978 of 1018; citing NARA microfilm publication M1509, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C.]  [449: 
 James M. Wooten, Jan 31, 1921; Muster Roll USS Concord and USS Conestoga. March 31, 1919 - December 31, 1920; Muster Rolls of Ship and Shore Establishments, California, Jan. 1878-June 30, 1939, Vol. 2527; RG 24; NAB, DC.] 


On June 17, 1921, James Wooten responded to a letter had received from Senator William J. Harris. He thanked the Senator for information on the status of the search.  He expressed his feeling that the Navy had not done enough to inform the families of what was happening. Senator Harris wrote a letters to Secretary Denby on his office stationary. This may have held even more pressure for Denby because Harris was a member of the Appropriations Committee. Wooten’s letter to Harris was enclosed.[endnoteRef:450] James’ family placed a monument to James at the Morgan Methodist Church Cemetery in Calhoun County, Georgia.[endnoteRef:451] [450: 
 James Wooten to Senator W.J. Harris, June 17, 1921 enclosed with letter to Secretary Demby from Senator W.J.Harris, June 21 1921;  Secretary of the Navy General Correspondence, 1916-1926; box no. 2898, file # 28905-481; General Records of the Navy, RG  80; NAB, DC.]  [451: 
 Find A Grave, Inc., Find A Grave, digital image (http://www.findagrave.com : accessed 1 May 2015), photograph, “monument for James M. Wooten, Jr, Memorial No. 26585300, Records of the Morgan Methodist Church Cemetery, Calhoun County, Georgia;” contributor Sarah Locklin Taylor, photograph © Brenda A. Darbyshire.] 


56. Elias Melvin Zimmerman, Chief Boatswain’s Mate, was the son of Elias Melvin Zimmerman and Bertha Myer. Elias was born about 1895 in South Dakota. The 1900 US Census lists Elias by his middle name.[endnoteRef:452]  In 1911, the family was enumerated in the Canadian Census living in New Westminster, British Columbia. The younger Elias was listed as Melvin once again, suggesting that he went by his middle name. The other children in the family were sisters Sylvia, Daisy, and Frances, and the younger son, Lee.[endnoteRef:453] Melvin and Lee were profiled in an Oregonian newspaper article published on July 18, 1918. Both Zimmerman brothers were serving in the Navy. Lee, age 17, was aboard the USS Pueblo, and Melvin, 23, who was serving on the SS Santa Barbara. They were both assisting in moving troops to Europe. Melvin’s ship also transported rail cars and train equipment to France. A photo of the brothers in uniform that was featured in the piece has a Norman Rockwell quality to it. Lee is wearing his hat, and sat straight and stiff showing eagerness and attempting to portray bravery and maturity while Melvin sat at ease looking slightly world weary. He had already seen the life his brother was dashing off to. By the time the article was published, Bertha had divorced and remarried to Bert Smith.[endnoteRef:454]  [452: 
 "United States Census, 1900," index and images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/M9VL-JN8 : accessed 2 February 2015), Melvan Zimmerman in household of Frank Rosler, Coburn, Owego Townships, T.136-R.56 Sheldon village, Ransom, North Dakota, United States; citing sheet 1B, family 17, NARA microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm 1,241,231.]  [453: 
 "Recensement du Canada de 1911," Database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QV9P-1892 : accessed 22 June 2015), Elias Zimmerman, 1911; citing Census, New Westminster Sub-Districts 1-20, British Columbia, Canada, Library and Archives of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario; FHL microfilm .]  [454: 
 “Railroad Material Rushed To Front,” 18 Jul 1918, Oregonian (Portland, Oregon), p. 3. ] 


The influenza pandemic that took so many lives from 1918 through 1920 struck the Zimmerman family. Melvin’s sister Sylvia died from influenza on January 10, 1919.[endnoteRef:455] Adding to Bertha’s grief was the loss of her son Melvin two years later. It seems that she could not cope with the loss of her children and gave in to magical thinking. In 1921, Bertha made national news when she told reporters that she was a spiritualist and received a message from beyond that her son survived and was living on a Pacific island.[endnoteRef:456] Melvin’s father Elias M. Zimmerman died on March 4, 1924. His death notice mentioned only three children.[endnoteRef:457]   [455: 
 “Miss Sylvia Zimmerman Buried,” 10 Jan 1919, Oregonian (Portland, Oregon), p. 5. ]  [456: 
 “Spirit Message,” Escanaba Morning Press (Escanaba, MI), 23 Jun 1921, p. 1, Newspapers (www.newspapers.com: accessed 2 Feb 2015).]  [457: 
 “Funeral Notices,” 6 Mar 1924, Oregonian (Portland, Oregon), p. 16. ] 


Eventually Bertha came to terms with the situation, and she took on the government. On March 15, 1926, The US Court of Claims awarded Bertha $200 in additional pay for Melvin’s service.[endnoteRef:458]  [458: 
 Judgements Rendered by the Court of Claims for the Year Ending December 4, 1926, Document 557, p. 11; United States Serial Set, Vol. 8734; 69th Congress 2nd Session; GenealogyBank(www.genealogybank.com :  accessed 14 March 2016).] 


Melvin took out a $10,000 life insurance policy when he began his first tour in 1914, and Bertha surmised that it should have been honored. Her attorney’s arguments obviously had some merit, and the dispute stretched on for more than a decade. In 1934, the case was heard by the US Supreme Court. In the case of Bertha Meyer Smith, Petitioner, v. United States of America, The Court ruled that the policy had not been reinstated when Melvin enlisted in the Navy for the second and third time. Therefore, the policy was no longer in effect at the time of Melvin’s death. The Court decided that the death benefit was not owed to the mother.[endnoteRef:459] Bertha died in Los Angeles, California on September 6, 1940.[endnoteRef:460] Lee Zimmerman survived his war experience. His obituary published on August 20, 1958, list his wife Elsie, son Lloyd, and sisters Daisy Downes and Frances Herron as his survivors.[endnoteRef:461] [459: 
 “Insurance Ruling Given, Oregonian (Portland, Oregon) 22 May 1934, p. 3, Newsbank (newsbank.com). ]  [460: 
 "California Death Index, 1940-1997," Database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VPZD-KN7 : accessed 24 June 2015), Bertha Smith, 06 Sep 1940; Department of Public Health Services, Sacramento.]  [461: 
 Funeral Notices,” 20 Aug 1958, Oregonian (Portland, Oregon), p. 21, Newsbank (newsbank.com).] 

(Special thanks to Multnomah County Library, Oregon.) 
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