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January 21, 2011 
 
2011 Priorities Set for Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
On January 21 the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council developed a 
work plan for 2011.  Setting priorities for the year, the Advisory Council remains in touch with 
important issues emerging within or adjacent to the Sanctuary.  At the top of the list are several 
topics that will receive the Council’s primary focus in 2011: 
• Developing recommendations for enhancing external support (grants, partnerships, etc.); 
• Tracking and commenting on a Coast Guard Port Access Route Study in the Sanctuary 

region; 
• Learning from an oil spill drill planned by the Coast Guard based on a ship collision scenario 

near the Sanctuary; 
• Learning about and discussing the Sanctuary’s science needs assessment; 
• Ecological and socioeconomic monitoring of Channel Islands marine protected areas; 
• Implications of additional MPAs recently designated along the southern California coast; 
• Ocean acidification (further developing strategies for education and outreach, and following-

up on previous Council recommendations, learning about Oxygen minimum levels); 
• Energy-related projects (development of a recommendations report by the Council’s 

Conservation Working Group; and 
• Learning more about acoustics science relative to past Council recommendations. 

Full work plan details will be posted on line at: channelislands.noaa.gov/sac/report_doc.html.  For 
more information, contact michael.murray@noaa.gov. 
 
March 18, 2011 
 
Comments on NOAA and DOC Draft Aquaculture Policies prepared by Channel Islands 
National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
On March 18, the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council discussed draft 
aquaculture policies recently released for public review by the Department of Commerce and 
NOAA.  The Council engaged in a lengthy discussion that was vigorous and robust, examining the 
promise and environmental implications of offshore aquaculture development in federal waters, 
and working by consensus to reach agreement on a comment letter.  Several members came to the 
subject with considerable experience given past involvement with the Council’s development and 
adoption of a comprehensive report on open ocean aquaculture in 2007.  Through the Council’s 
discussion, a variety of views and issues were raised, including: the importance of emphasizing the 
Councils’ 2007 report recommendations to raise a number of potential environmental concerns 
known to be associated with open ocean aquaculture; not wanting a letter from the Council to be 
too negative with regard to aquaculture development; the relationship between advocating for 
plant-based aquaculture feed and perceptions of how forage fisheries are managed in California; 



 
 

 

recognizing potential adverse impacts from non-native species and how supporting a complete 
prohibition on the use of such species with offshore aquaculture is at odds with existing use of 
Japanese oysters in California mariculture; concerns about how, if at all, the proposed federal 
policies could introduce new barriers to entry for small-scale operators hoping to develop 
aquaculture in nearshore state waters; and the desire to not lose fishing grounds to offshore 
aquaculture sites.  In the end, the Council agreed by a vote of 15-0, with six of eight agencies 
present abstaining, to submit to NOAA and DOC a comment letter that will enclose the Council's 
2007 report on open ocean aquaculture, recommending that the report’s advice be considered.  The 
Council’s letter will also be posted on the sanctuary’s web site at channelislands.noaa.gov, and by 
request it is being shared with other sanctuary advisory councils that are considering writing a 
letter to DOC and NOAA before the April 11th comment deadline.  For more information, contact 
michael.murray@noaa.gov. 
 
 

Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
 
February 17, 2011 
 
Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council Joins Gulf of the Farallones 
National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council Vessel Spills Working Group  
At the February 17th meeting, the Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
unanimously approved participation in a joint working group with The Gulf of the Farallones 
National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council to focus on vessel spills and response technologies. 
The group will likely devote time to considering a number of spill response techniques including 
the application of dispersants in the sanctuary. The United States Coast Guard is pre-approved for 
dispersant application in federal waters, but they are required to consult with sanctuary 
superintendents before application within sanctuary waters. The plan developed by the working 
group will likely include updated information and lessons learned from the Deep Water Horizon 
oil spill response.  Jaime Jahncke, Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
research alternate, volunteered to be the Cordell Bank representative on the working group. 
 

Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 

 
 
February 10, 2011 
 
Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council and Monterey Bay 
National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council Address Issues of Enforcement and Public 
Safety in Sanctuary Waters During Annual Joint Meeting 
 
On Feb 10, 2011 Advisory Councils for the Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary and 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary held their annual joint meeting. The purpose of this joint 
meeting was to discuss and learn about management issues common to both sanctuaries, and to 
ensure coordination and consistency between the neighboring sites. No council actions were taken 
during the meeting, however, the public comment and subsequent council discussion highlighted 
two key challenges for sanctuary management. First, the issue of enforcement of sanctuary 



 
 

 

regulations was discussed at-length.  Many advisory council and community members believed 
that the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries has the authority to enforce regulations. The 
superintendents of the sites, Maria Brown (GFNMS) and Paul Michel (MBNMS) clarified 
that NOAA’s Office of Law Enforcement (OLE) is responsible for this, and stressed that OLE is 
operating under extreme budget constraints and must prioritize the needs across NOAA as well. 
The acting representative for NOAA OLE stated that fisheries enforcement is consuming much of 
the available resources. Second, many advisory council and community members believed that the 
sanctuary is responsible for public safety within the sanctuary.  A recent emergency response 
incident at the world-famous Mavericks surf spot was a point of discussion. Sanctuary staff 
clarified their mission and authority, and reiterated their support of public safety agencies acting to 
provide search and rescue operations for surfers in sanctuary waters. 
 
 

Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council 
  
January 21, 2011 
 
Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council establishes working group to 
advise on data management by Sanctuary 
In January 2011, the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council established a 
working group to review data holdings and management practices at the sanctuary.  The initial task 
is compilation of a data tracking system to document data collected by the sanctuary and its current 
status, including quality control procedures, storage, analysis and interpretation, and public 
availability.  The working group will assist with development of a data management plan for the 
OCNMS, as proposed in the sanctuary’s draft management plan.  The ultimate objectives are to 
improve transparency about what data the sanctuary collects and data accessibility, and to increase 
the value of OCNMS data holdings to the public and to resource managers.  OCNMS anticipates 
that this working group will be active through 2011 and further into the future. 

 
Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council seeking applicants for the 
Commercial Fishing alternate position 
In January 2011, Doug Fricke submitted his resignation after serving for nine years on the 
OCNMS Advisory Council.  Doug participates in the salmon troll and tuna fisheries off 
Washington state.  In April, OCNMS will begin recruiting to fill the alternate position to assist Joel 
Kawahara, who is the primary Commercial Fishing representative to the OCNMS Advisory 
Council.  Because Joel also participates in the salmon troll, OCNMS is particularly interested in 
representation from other fisheries off Washington.  Interested individuals can contact Liam 
Antrim at OCNMS via email at liam.antrim@noaa.gov or by phone at 360-457-6622 x16. 

 
 

 
 
 
 


