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Dated: November 22, 2002.
James C. Leonard III,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Textiles, 
Apparel and Consumer Goods Industries, 
Department of Commerce.
[FR Doc.02–30096 Filed 11–26–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–DR–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Institute of Standards and 
Technology 

Visiting Committee on Advanced 
Technology

AGENCY: National Institute of Standards 
and Technology Department of 
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of partially closed 
meeting. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. app. 
2, notice is hereby given that the 
Visiting Committee on Advanced 
Technology, National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST), will 
meet Tuesday, December 10, 2002, from 
8:25 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Wednesday, 
December 11, 2002, from 8 a.m. to 
Noon. The Visiting Committee on 
Advanced Technology is composed of 
twelve members appointed by the 
Director of NIST; who are eminent in 
such fields as business, research, new 
product development, engineering, 
labor, education, management 
consulting, environment, and 
international relations. The purpose of 
this meeting is to review and make 
recommendations regarding general 
policy for the Institute, its organization, 
its budget, and its programs within the 
framework of applicable national 
policies as set forth by the President and 
the Congress. The agenda will include a 
NIST Update; an Update on Near-Term 
Strategic Environment; NIST 2010 
Implementation—Cross-cutting Themes 
from OU Operational Plan Reviews and 
Results of Initial Planning Review 
Sessions on Nanotechnology and 
Homeland Security and a tour of the 
Advanced Measurement Laboratory. 
Discussions scheduled to begin at 2:45 
p.m. and to end at 5:30 p.m. on 
December 10, 2002, and to begin at 8 
a.m. and to end at Noon on December 
11, 2002, on the NIST budget, personnel 
issues, planning information and 
feedback sessions will be closed. 
Agenda may change to accommodate 
Committee business. Final agenda will 
be posted on website. All visitors to the 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology site will have to pre-register 
to be admitted. Please submit your 
name, time of arrival, email address and 

phone number to Carolyn Peters no later 
than Thursday, December 5, 2002, and 
she will provide you with instructions 
for admittance. Mrs. Peter’s email 
address is carolyn.peters@nist.gov and 
her phone number is (301) 975–5607.
DATES: The meeting will convene 
December 10, 2002 at 8:25 a.m. and will 
adjourn at Noon on December 11, 2002.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held in 
the Employees Lounge, Administration 
Building, at NIST, Gaithersburg, 
Maryland. Please note admittance 
instructions under SUMMARY 
paragraph.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Carolyn J. Peters, Visiting Committee on 
Advanced Technology, National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899–1004, 
telephone number (301) 975–5607.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Assistant Secretary for Administration, 
with the concurrence of the General 
Counsel, formally determined on 
January 16, 2002, that portions of the 
meeting of the Visiting Committee on 
Advanced Technology which involve 
discussion of proposed funding levels of 
the Advanced Technology Program and 
the Manufacturing Extension 
Partnership Program may be closed in 
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(9)(B), 
because those portions of the meetings 
will divulge matters the premature 
disclosure of which would be likely to 
significantly frustrate implementation of 
proposed agency actions; and that 
portions of meetings which involve 
discussion of the staffing issues of 
management and other positions at 
NIST may be closed in accordance with 
5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(6), because divulging 
information discussed in those portions 
of the meetings is likely to reveal 
information of a personal nature where 
disclosure would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy.

Dated: November 20, 2002. 
Karen H. Brown, 
Deputy Director.
[FR Doc. 02–30137 Filed 11–26–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic Atmospheric 
Administration 

Amendments to the Area To Be 
Avoided Off The Olympic Coast 
National Marine Sanctuary

AGENCY: National Ocean Service (NOS), 
National Oceanic Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The National Oceanic 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is 
notifying the public of its 
implementation of amendments to the 
existing Area to be Avoided (ATBA) off 
the Washington Coast to include all 
vessels of 1,600 gross tons and above 
solely in transit in accordance with the 
International Maritime Organization’s 
(IMO) adoption of MSC 75/24, para 
6.7.4 on May 29, 2002.
DATES: The effective date of the 
amended ATBA is December 1, 2002.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
George Galasso, Assistant Manager, 
Olympic Coast National Marine 
Sanctuary, phone (360) 457–6622, 
email: george.galasso@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: An ATBA 
is defined by the IMO as an area that all 
ships or certain classes of ships should 
avoid because navigation is particularly 
hazardous or it is exceptionally 
important to avoid casualties within the 
area. On December 7, 1994, the 
Maritime Safety Committee of the IMO 
adopted an ATBA proposed by the U.S. 
government off the Olympic Coast 
National Marine Sanctuary (OCNMS). 
Since implementation in June 1995, the 
United States has been monitoring 
compliance through the use of Canadian 
Coast Guard radar data from the Tofino 
Marine Communications and Traffic 
System. Compliance with the ATBA is 
estimated to be between 90–95%, due to 
the excellent cooperation by the 
maritime community, vigorous 
education and outreach efforts by the 
OCNMS staff and the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and the sending of educational letters to 
those ships found to be in non-
compliance. 

The U.S. Coast Guard has recently 
conducted a Port Access Route Study 
(PARS) to critically review all aspects of 
vessel movements in the area. The 
conclusions of the PARS resulted in 
three vessel routing proposals, which 
were approved by the Sub-Committee 
on Safety of Navigation and forwarded 
to the Maritime Safety Committee for 
adoption. The three proposals were: (1) 
A proposal to amend the IMO-adopted 
ATBA ‘‘Off the Washington Coast’’ to 
increase its size and extend its 
applicability to commercial ships of 
1,600 gross tons and above; (2) A 
proposal for recommended routes in the 
United States waters of the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca for smaller, slower moving 
vessels that normally do not use the 
traffic separation scheme; and (3) A 
proposal amending the existing traffic 
separation schemes (TSSs) ‘‘In the Strait 
of Juan de Fuca and Its Approaches,’’

VerDate 0ct<31>2002 16:54 Nov 26, 2002 Jkt 200001 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\27NON1.SGM 27NON1



70934 Federal Register / Vol. 67, No. 229 / Wednesday, November 27, 2002 / Notices 

and ‘‘In Puget Sound and Its 
Approaches,’’ and adding TSSs and 
other routing measures ‘‘In Haro Strait, 
Boundary Pass, and in the Strait of 
Georgia.’’ These proposals were adopted 
by the IMO’s Maritime Safety 
Committee on May 29, 2002. MCS 75/
24. 

NOAA’s amendment of the existing 
ATBA off the OCNMS has two elements. 
First, it increases the size of the ATBA 
to the north and west, to take into 
account the amendment of the TSS. 
This increased size will enhance 
maritime safety because it provides a 
greater margin of safety around the 
navigational hazards of Duntze and 
Duncan Rocks and Tatoosh Island. 

Second, NOAA has expanded the 
class of ships to which the ATBA 
applies to include ships of 1,600 gross 
tons and above. These ships carry 
substantial amounts of bunker fuel, 
which, if spilled, would have a 
devastating impact on the unique, 
valuable, and sensitive resources of 
OCNMS. 

The OCNMS and surrounding waters 
contain economically important fishery 
resources, including a variety of 
baitfish, shellfish, and salmon. The 
resources in this area are also critical to 
the cultural activities and subsistence 
living of Native American Indian tribes. 
Important archeological sites of these 
peoples are found on the shoreline and 
which could probably be affected by an 
oil spill from a ship.

In addition, the area has been 
designated as a UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve and World Heritage Site and 
overlaps with the Washington Islands 
National Wildlife Refuge and Olympic 
National Park. The coastal rocks and 
islands provide important breeding, 
nesting, and roosting areas for marine 
birds. Marbled murrelets, abundant in 
this area, are listed by the United States 
as a threatened species and are of 
special concern due to their high 
vulnerability to oil spills. Bald eagles, 
listed as a threatened species, are also 
important to the marine ecosystem in 
the region. There are also resident and 
transient killer whale (orca) pods and 
several dolphin species which frequent 
the area. 

When viewed in conjunction with the 
U.S. Coast Guard amendment of the 
TSS, the expansion of the scope of the 
ATBA is necessary for protection of 
natural resources from maritime 
casualty and for general maritime safety. 
Moving the northern border of the 
ATBA to a consistent 4,000 yards south 
of the southernmost edge of the TSS 
will provide an improved safety buffer 
for those smaller, slower moving vessels 
that choose to transit south of the TSS. 

Continuing this buffer area parallel to 
the TSS to a point at 124° 52.8′ W will 
allow sufficient room for this slower 
moving traffic to transit without 
conflicting with the inbound traffic 
steering for the southern approach to the 
TSS. It also provides a greater margin of 
safety around the hazards of Duntze and 
Duncan Rocks, and Tatoosh Island 
which is known for its strong tides. 

NOAA is also applying the ATBA to 
commercial ships of 1,600 gross tons 
and above because these ships carry a 
substantial amount of bunker fuel. 
Concerns regarding spills of bunker fuel 
were heightened on the U.S. west coast 
after the 1999 incident involving the 
New Carissa which spilled 
approximately 70,000 gallons of bunker 
fuel. Requiring commercial ships of 
1,600 gross tons and above to transit 
outside the ATBA would move these 
ships farther offshore, thus increasing 
the time available to respond to a 
propulsion or steering casualty and 
decreasing the potential for a drift or 
powered grounding. If there were to be 
a discharge of bunker fuel, the increased 
distance offshore would diminish the 
impact on the shoreline and provide 
more time to mobilize a response. 
NOAA analyzed various ship sizes to 
which the ATBA should be made 
applicable. Commercial ships of 1,600 
gross tons (versus those of only 300 
gross tons) are considered large enough 
to be able to maneuver safely while 
avoiding the ATBA, in most weather 
conditions. NOAA has determined there 
will be minimal adverse impacts on 
shipping by expanding the applicability 
of the ATBA to commercial ships of 
1,600 gross tons and above. It will not 
affect those ships bound for the Strait of 
Juan de Fuca from the north or west. 
Most ships coming from destinations 
well to the south of the ATBA will have 
to alter their course to enter the TSS and 
thus the expanded applicability of the 
ATBA will have limited, if any, adverse 
affect. 

The area is bounded by a line 
connecting the following geographical 
positions: 

Point 1. 48° 23.30′ N, 124° 38.20′ W. 
Point 2. 48° 24.17′ N, 124° 38.20′ W. 
Point 3. 48° 26.15′ N, 124° 44.65′ W. 
Point 4. 48° 26.15′ N, 124° 52.80′ W. 
Point 5. 48° 24.67′ N, 124° 55.71′ W. 
Point 6. 48° 51.70′ N, 124° 15.50′ W. 
Point 7. 48° 07.70′ N, 124° 47.50′ W. 
Point 8. 48° 07.70′ N, 124° 11.00′ W. 
The Olympic Coast National Marine 

Sanctuary Advisory Council and North 
Puget Sound Risk Management Panel 
have discussed the extension of the 
provisions of the ATBA to vessels not 
currently included. Both of these federal 
advisory bodies supported the extension 

of the ATBA applicability. The Olympic 
Coast National Marine Sanctuary has 
analyzed the population of vessels 
transiting the ATBA for the risk they 
pose to Sanctuary resources. The 
Sanctuary’s analysis and further 
information on NOAA’s proposal, 
including charts and reports, can be 
viewed at http://
www.ocnms.nos.noaa.gov/pubdocs/
pars.html.

Jamison S. Hawkins, 
Acting Assistant Administrator for Ocean 
Services and Coastal Zone Management.
[FR Doc. 02–30146 Filed 11–26–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–NK–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 110502A]

Endangered Species; File No. 1397

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that Dr. 
Jeanette Wyneken, Florida Atlantic 
University, Department of Biological 
Sciences, 777 Glades Rd., Boca Raton, 
FL 33431, has applied in due form for 
a permit to take green sea turtles 
(Chelonia mydas) for purposes of 
scientific research.
DATES: Written or telefaxed comments 
must be received on or before December 
27, 2002.
ADDRESSES: The application and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301)713–2289; fax (301)713–0376; and

Southeast Region, NMFS, 9721 
Executive Center Drive North, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33702–2432; phone 
(727)570–5301; fax (727)570–5320.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Carrie Hubard or Ruth Johnson, 
(301)713–2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
subject permit is requested under the 
authority of the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.) and the regulations 
governing the taking, importing, and 
exporting of endangered and threatened 
species (50 CFR 222–226).
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