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HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE 
With the publication of the notice of proposed rulemaking, NOAA invites the 

public to comment on NOAA's proposal to designate a national marine 
sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario. 

NOAA welcomes your input 
about the proposal during the 
public comment period through: MAR. 20 A diver explores the stern of Queen of the 

Lakes. Photo: Jill Heinerth 

NOAA publishes the notice of 
proposed rulemaking, starting the final 
public review period in the designation 
process for the proposed Lake Ontario 
National Marine Sanctuary. 

JAN. 19 

We invite you to submit comments in one of 
several ways: 

• Submit online comments at www.regulations.gov, using 
document number NOAA-NOS-2021-0050-0077

• Provide comments at public meetings:
• Feb. 28: Public meeting, Oswego, NY (6:30 pm)
• Mar. 1: Public meeting, Wolcott, NY (6:30 pm)
• Mar. 2: Public meeting, Watertown, NY (6:30 pm)
• Mar. 8: Virtual public meeting (6:30 pm)
Please check the Lake Ontario website for additional 
meeting information.

• Written public comments may be mailed to:
Ellen Brody
NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries
4840 South State Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

A window into history lies on the 
bottom of Lake Ontario. Forgotten 
shipwrecks and aircraft, hidden in 
these cold, fresh waters, are among 
the best preserved in the world and 
offer us a chance to connect to the 
past. NOAA proposes to designate 
1,724 square miles in eastern Lake 
Ontario as Lake Ontario National 
Marine Sanctuary to recognize the 
national significance of the area’s 
historical and cultural resources. 
This special place would be 
managed as part of the National 
Marine Sanctuary System. NOAA 
would provide a national stage for 
promoting heritage tourism, 
recreation, research, and education 
to connect more people with this 
special place. 

For more information, visit: sanctuaries.noaa.gov/lake-ontario 

www.regulations.gov
sanctuaries.noaa.gov/lake-ontario
sanctuaries.noaa.gov/lake-ontario


NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

Proposed Sanctuary Boundary 
The eastern corridor of Lake Ontario is one the most historically significant regions in the 
Great Lakes and the country. This site is the ancestral homeland of Indigenous peoples. It 
was also the location of a diverse array of important events in our nation’s history, including 
military conflicts, maritime innovation, and growth of the country. 

Proposed Lake Ontario 
National Marine Sanctuary 
(1,724 square miles) 

• 43 known shipwrecks
• One known aircraft
• 20 potential shipwrecks
and three aircraft

Proposed Regulations 
The proposed regulations would prohibit the 
following activities: 

• damaging, altering, or disturbing sanctuary
resources;

• possessing or trafficking sanctuary resources;
• grappling or anchoring on shipwreck sites;
• deploying tethered underwater mobile systems

at shipwreck sites without a permit; and
• interfering with an investigation.

Tibetts Point Lighthouse is a lighthouse within the proposed 
sanctuary area. Photo: Matt McIntosh/NOAA 

"Sanctuary resource" includes any historical resource possessing 
historical, cultural, archaeological, or paleontological significance. 

For more information, visit: sanctuaries.noaa.gov/lake-ontario 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-15/subtitle-B/chapter-IX/subchapter-B/part-922
sanctuaries.noaa.gov/lake-ontario



